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man to pay back £5 billion 


r ZZSZ r tt*ot a n d 
DIANE COVLE^ 

Big High Street chains and de- 
partment stores arc looking 
forward to a £5bn windfall af- 
ter a landmark court ruling 
yesterday which threatens the 
Government's tax-cutting plans. 

News of die bonanza follows 
an Appeal Court ruling that the 
Customs and Excise had been 
wrung in charging value-added 
lux on '‘interest-free 1 * credit 
deals since the tar was intro- 
duced in 1973. 

But the ruling could put 
Chancellor Kenneth Clarkes 
plans to cut taxes in the next 
Budget at risk. The estimated 
£5bn in tax and interest the 
Government would have to re- 
pay in the worst case is the 
equivalent of 2J5p off the basic 


rate of income tax. It could also 
lose an additional several hun- 
dred million pounds a year 
from its expected revenue’s. 

Companies that could bene- 
fit from the ruling indude 
Dixons and Currys leading de- 
partment stores. such us the 
John Lewis Partnership; and the 
major ear dealers, such as Reg 
Vardy and Cowie Group. 

Although the Treasury said 
last night (hat the figure of £5bn 
was ‘‘wildly exaggerated" ihe 
blow to the public finances 
comes at a time when there is 
already a serious shortfall in 
VAT revenues, which current- 
ly stand at about £43bn a year. 
In the financial year just end- 
ed they were nearly £6bn low- 
er than the Treasury had 
estimated little over a year ago, 
and £750m below the estimate 


in Iasi November's Budget. 

The new gap in the revenues 
also comes on top of an extra 
£3t)Gm the Government will 
have to pay in compensation Tor 
the BSE scare. Moreover, an- 
other case concerning VAT on 
cars shortly lo come before the 
courts could cost the Customs 
and Excise as much as £25bn. 

City experts last night said the 
Government's finances were 
looking increasingly precari- 
ous. “If this ruling is’upheid. lu 
cut taxes the Chancellor would 
have to argue that a one-off im- 
pact would have no implications 
for ongoing (ax plans," said 
Adam Cole at brokers James 
Cupel. 

Leading Eurosceplic Tory 
MP Bill Cash said: “If it does 
mean a multi-billion pound 
pay-back, the impact on our 



Kenneth Clarice: Budget 
plans may be at risk 

budget would be a substan- 

tial setback to our chances Oi 
winning the election with tax 
cuts.** 


The only silver lining for the 
Government is (hat shops will 
be able to pass on the benefits 
nl the ruling lo their customers, 
helping reduce prices. The types 
of goods often sold with inter- 
est-free cri-Hlir account for 10 per 
cent r»f the retail price index, so 
lifting VAT on the irtans would 
reduce inflation a little. 

The decision by Lords Jus- 
tices Sluart-Smith and Hutchi- 
son reverses earlier VAT 
Commission and High Court 
rulings. VAT experts described 
the decision as a significant 
defeat for the Customs, it fol- 
lows lost week's loss in a VAT 
tribunal case brought by BT 
over VAT paid on the delivery 
charges for company cars - a de- 
cision against which Customs is 
appealing in the High Court. 

In a further, and potentially 


far more damaging, case Cus- 
toms is litigation brought in the 
name of former drinks compa- 
ny Allied- Lyons. Peter Jenkins. 
VAT specialist with accoun- 
tants. Erast & Young, which ad- 
\ ised BT said that .Allied- Lyons 
was challenging a Customs 
'■Nocking order" to prevent 
British companies reclaiming 
VAT on their cars in the way 
thm the tax on other goods and 
service* can bt reclaimed under 
the European VAT directive. If 
it is successful, the com to Cus- 
toms could be £!5hn to £25 bn. 
“There does seem to be a bad 
run of coses for Customs." he 
added. 

Customs and Excise has been 
given leave to appeal to the 
House of Lords against the 
ruling, and says it will vigorously 
contest the finding. It also 


IRA bomb signals 
no peace before 
general election 


Victory for love as murder charge is quashed 


DAVID MCKimnCK and 
JOJO MOVES 

The IRA attempt to explode a 
large bomb under Hammer- 
smith bridge is being seen by in- 
formed sources in Belfast as 
finH confirmation that terror- 
ist have given up on the Irish 
peace process this side of ihe 
next British general election. 

’• All the signs are that the re- 
iblican analysis is that the Ma- 
r government, with its slender 
ajority in. the Commons has 
'her the inclination nor the 
'gth to make any bold 
nn. ■ an Ireland. - 
T l bomb which partially 
exploi d at Hammersmith 
Bridge j.u Wednesday night 
contained more than 301bs of 
high explosiire/maiang it the 
biggest high 'jEsplosive bomb 
planted m Britain, Scotland 
Yard said:- : : - 
It undeifihedthe republican 
determination topersue the 
post-ceasef&e cimpaigp with 
vigour, rather than plant small 
devices as reminders of their 
presence.... . 1 

No onfc m the republican 
camp viewx tbeeleciiatlaf a hew 
Labour gpyenraienL- as' . a 
panacea; , stice they regard prer 
vfous Lab^adnunistiaiiciTC as 
having h^arOnkmisttinge. But 
ihe sense fcjtffci: the present sit- 
uation is wittoat the potential 
tor movement • 

I^pu^feSisare sdsci hopefiil 
that the^ttsapnblini general 
elect ion ywg, seethe . removal 
Ir'iragowahnimofitep^sent 
T. t 1 nseat^dptei Bnrfon, whom 
ihvyifcgHjrf &r hostile to re= 
publkan^t'Most would wish 
jo seejherettfrQ ro power of the 
Fianni which they. 

cortsKJer^Q'have mads- a valu- 
able contrigutibh to the peace 

process/- ji! • . . 

The lo^yaf thisTS that no-- 
newceasefireis to be expected 
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■feacber strBeover F; 
tfeniptiyeboy fifted 

Teachersj lifted a threatened: 

- strike ovineff disruptive 13-yearf 
old boy test night after a-Iast- 
nrinute dealwas Struck tokeep ; 

- him out of lesions. Staff .at 
Glaisdak; Schoo l in No tting- 

. ham had been due tostqpwark 
indefinitely from today in 
-protest at the excluded . boy’s 
“return to scbooL Page 5 
T6d^^weafiier ;i; ...- 
Bright and sOTtberir 
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IRA target: Hammersmith 
bridge in west London 


inter-party talks which are due 
to begin on 10 June . 

The Hammersmith bomb is 
seen as confirming that repub- 
licans are intent on stepping up 
their violence, pa rticu airly in 
Britain. 

An indication of republican 
thinking was given by Martin 
McGuinness. a key figure in 
Sinn Fein when he said this 
weekf‘1 don't believe that John 
Major is the British prime min- 
isterwho will move decisively to 
resolve this conflict: I think 
that in reality we’re actually sit- 

er 8 there'sa^iritish general 
election the better, so that we 
can then move on and deal with 
whoever else comes into pow- 
er.” 

In London, anti-terrorist po- 
lice issued an urgent call for vig- 
ilance after the Hammersmith 
device went off on a towpath un- 
der the west London bridge.* 


The bomb was clearly an at- 
tempt at an IRA "spectacular” 
by staging an attack on a high- 
profile target which would 
cause major damage and wide- 
spread traffic disruption. 

It came on the 80th anniver- 
saiy of the Easter Rising against 
British rule in Ireland in Dublin 
od 24 April, 1916. a key date in 
the Irish republican calendar. 

Scotland Yard said there was 
no doubt that the bomb, made 
up of two devices thought to 
contain Semtex, was designed to 
kill, cause serious injury and ma- 
jor structural damage. Although 
there were two small explosions, 
the bomb did not detonate. It 
is thought the detonator may 
have gone off but failed to set 
off the main device. 

A Yard spokeswoman said 
yesterday that the devices were 
each contained in a briefcase- 
sized box. They were being ex- 
amined by forensic experts. 
“The devices are believed lo 
have contained upwards of 
301bs of high explosive. This is 
probably the biggest amount of 
high explosive ever lo be placed 
on the mainland,” she said. 

Larger devices have been 
exploded on the mainland, such 
as those in Docklands in Feb- 
ruary and at Bisbppsgate in 
1993, but they were construct- 
ed from fertiliser-based explo- 
sives. Semtex is the most 
powerful explosive in the IRA 
armoury. 

The .spokeswoman said: 
“These devices would have 
caused a very large explosion 
and there’s no doubt that they 
were made to kill, cause injury 
and major structural damage to 
Hammersmith Bridge as well as 
enormous disruption to London 
and its community.” 

In March, 1939, an attempt 
was made to destroy the bridge 
using a bomb planted in a suit- 
case. 


Jonathan Jones with his girlfriend Cheryl Toose outside the High Court In London 
yesterday after his convictions of killing her parents were quashed Photograph:Martin 


r. t 

m 


UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Parents were warned yesterday 
not to give very young children 
peanuts or other nuts as new re- 
search revealed dial many irate 

threatening aStergies. 3 ^ 

. . The allergies are becoming 
'more common as nuts are used 
as : “hidden” ingredients in a 
growing range of everyday 
jnbds. Allergy specialists; are 
Staffing fofdetailed product Ia- 
ISeliu^- oT^ fbOcfe known to 

; ■ Cfathnn ew»b Vrtnj frtp HEBOUptSOf 
peanuts or rftita. - i r- : - * p , '■ / \ 
The findings aiso higfiUgBt. 
the danger of giving peantirbuf- 
ter to babies. More tbah a ti^d . 
Of the nut allergy cases rejtort- 
od ^occurred in children under 
two, most of whom were given 


' the spread in the first 12 months 
- of life. *-• 

But doctors say milk from 
mothers who eat peanuts also 
poses 3 greater risk of the child 
developing an allergy, and call 
for dtore research into baby 
milks and infant foods which 
contain peanut oils to determine 
if they can trigger an allergv- 
Allergy specialists say tnat 
avoidance of peamiisfmits by 
. young children is the only safe- 
guard. particularly by those 
with; other allergies such as 
hayfever, asthma, and eczema 
;wha are at greater risk. 

. However, they warn that 
avoidance is difficult to achieve 
as outs are a ‘‘bidden” ingredi- 
ent in rnai^fbbds, including ce- 
reals, cfaipi and yaghetti sauces, 
gravy mixes, .oriental dishes, 
pastries, sweets and ice-creams. 



Deaths in healthy young peo- 
ple from peanui/nu (allergy are 
rare but becoming more fre- 
quent Six patients died of 
peanut allergy in 1993. 


In one of the most detailed 
investigations of peanut/nui al- 
lergies to dote. Dr femela Ewan 
from Addenbrooke's Hospital 
NHS Trust in Cambridge, stud- 
ied 62 cases of pcanut/mst al- 
lergy in patients at the Allergy 
Clinic over one year. ’ 
According to a report in to- 
morrow’s British Medical Jour-- 
nal. 23 patients were aged 
between 11 months and. five 
years, and 52 in all were under 
the age of 18. The 10 adults 
were aged between 19-32, 

Dr Ewan found that peanuts 
were the most common cause 
of allergy (47). followed by 
Brazil nut (18), almond (14), 
and hazelnut ( 13). (Some pa- 
tients showed multiple nut al- 
lergies.) Peanuts accounted for 
all allergies in children sensitised 
in the first year of life and for 


S2 per cent of allergies in chil- 
dren by the third year of life. 
The most common symptom of 
allergy was swelling of the air- 
ways. face, and lining of the 
mouth, and in fatal cases, as- 
phyxia was the cause due to 
swelling in the throat. 

feanuts are the leading cause 
of food allergy ia the United 
States and, together with oth- 
er nuts, are probably the lead- 
ing cause of fatal and near 
fetal shock (anaphylaxis) reac- 
tions induced by food. 

Peanuts are more popular 
there than in the UK, and the 
average American consumes 1 
111b a year. But die growing 1 
range of peanut products, and 1 
peanuts as an ingredient in 
convenience and junk foods, is 
believed to be behind die surge 
in cases there. 


points out that it will only have 
to meet the estimated £6m 
claim from the furniture com- 
pany which brought the test case 
before the outcome of the 
House of Lords hearing is 
known. 

However, advisers are sug- 
gesting that companies should 
be preparing to make claims for 
repayment. How much they 
can seek will depend on how far 
back their records stretch. But 
Mr Jenkins suggested that the 
records need not he too de- 
tailed, so long as they con- 
tained evidence of sales and 
financing arrangements. 

The kingswuy Furniture 
Group, parent to Primback, 
the liquidated company at the 
centre of the case that came to 
the High Court in July 1994. es- 
timates it could be in a position 


to claim back about £6m. 
Though the size of repayments 
will depend on the amount of 
"interest-free” credit business, 
the extensive use of such deals 
to increase soles during the re- 
cession means that all kinds of 
companies will be able lo bring 
claims if the Customs and Ex- 
cise fails in its appeal. 

Clare Mainpriee, of Main- 
price and Co. the firm that rep- 
resented Primback. said: “This 
is going to mean refunds, with 
interest, for many large and 
small companies. The major 
high street stores have used in- 
terest-free credit deals as a ma- 
jor selling tool during the 
recession. Because the big 
chains have done it small re- 
tailers have had no choice but 
to do the same in order to com- 
pete." 



New crackdown 
on paedophiles 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS and 
REBECCA FOWLER 

The Government is drawing 
up plans to track convicted 
paedophiles and set up a regis- 
ter for care workers looking af- 
ter children in a new crackdown 
on child abuse. 

The proposals aim to prevent 
convicted paedophiles from 
seeking work with children and 
will introduce tougher veiling 
for all staff who care for young 
people. The moves follow a re- 
cent campaign by the Indepen- 
dau calling on the Government 
to act lo prevent the scandal of 
abuse in children's homes. 

John Bowis. Health minister, 
said yesterday that the propos- 
als would be published shortly. 
He promised “‘constructive” 
consultation on the idea of cre- 
ating a General Social Services 
Council to enforce standards. 
Social workers and others work- 
ing with vulnerable children 
and adults would have to regis- 
ter with Ihe council which would 
have the power to strike off 
those who abused their position. 

Public concern over the issue 
has been growing after the scan- 



Victims 
of the 
abuser 


dal in Clwyd.the massive police 
investigation into sex abuse in 
homes in Cheshire, and the In- 
dependent's recent campaign 
which Tad Kubisa. the president 
of the Association of Directors 
of Social Services, said yester- 
day had been "very' helpful”. 

The Home Office will short- 
ly publish a consultation paper 
which will include proposals to 
make it a criminal offence for 
child ses offenders to change ad- 
dress without notifying the po- 
lice. and lo prohibit them from 
seeking work with children. 

Ministers have been under 
mounting pressure for failing to 
act after proposals which they 
commissioned on how to set up 
a social services council have 
been with the Department of 
Health since last summer. 

Mr Bowis told the associa- 
tion’s spring conference in 
TURN TO PAGE 2 
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Who will protect us from the Moral Minority? 


TV brief | 


Most of Ihe time the collection 
of has-beens, yet-to-bes apd 
hope-oDcc-more-to-becomes 
on the Government back- 
benches are whipped ruthless- 
ly into vole after vote. Who can 
forget the tears of young 
Bernard Jenkin (Eurosceptic, 
Colchester] following his bru- 
tal treatment over Maastricht? 
It still brings a smile to my face. 

But once a year or so the 
leash is loosened, and the Gov- 
ernment indulges its back- 
benchers - and indeed cabinet 
ministers - by allowing them a 
‘‘free vote”. Which means that 
they are permitted - without 
fear of excommunication, loss 
of privileges or expulsion from 


that meaningless junior minis- 
terial post - to vote the way their 
conscience (or sense of politi- 
cal self-preservation) dictates. 

The Divorce Bill on Wednes- 
day night was such an occasion. 
Other recent free votes have 
been over capital punishment, 
Sundav trading and abortion 
rights.* These are “matters of 
conscience”, where (so the 
le n end runs) it would somehow 
b<f indecent to coerce members 
to vote against their deeply felt 
principles. 

And they are odd bedfellows. 
I can see why the question of 
whether the stale has the right 
to take life is a matter which 
causes real personal anguish. 


But the length of the cooling- 
off period for divorce cases? Are 
there really groups of Britons 
who shouL “give us eighteen 
months, or give us death!"? 
(Aside from Anne Widde- 
combe, that is). 

And why is this allowance for 
conscience so selective? Win 
those of us embracing shaman- 
ism be given free votes on 
transport policy, so as to protect 
the spirits of trees, rocks and 
pools from the road-building 
programme? 1$ not the question 
of, say. alleviating poverty a 
“matter of conscience”? 

In the case of the Divorce Bill 
the suspicion has been all along 
that the Government - taken 



lerday he looked weary and fed 
up. Dame Jill Knight (a keen 

eighteen monlher) tried to manager approacn uu. — — - Rul f t wassometniiigei5cu.« ~, ar d after it was 
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House; best side won: no bard 
feelings. This England soccer 
manager approach cut no ice 
with Killer Blair. It was yet 
another example of the Gov- 


bottomson 


oman 


b y • over baby in dunes 

benches behind the of a new-born 
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But it was 


DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


abode by the scale of opposition 
to its proposals on its own 
benches - agreed to a free 
vote, calculating that Opposition 
MR> would ensure that it p ars ed 
unamended But on Wednesday 
night they didn't. 


to achieve a worldwide ban". He 
thanked her in hollow tones, 
perhaps wondering why Dame 
JQ] though l he could talk the 
Chinese Red Array out of using 
landmines, but not persuade the 
Home Secretary to support the 
Lord Chancellor. 

Over the divorce fiasco itself 


he had only one strategy open 


to him - The 


members voting against one of 
the government's very own 
measures. The shame! 

“Aha”, said Major, would 
Mr Blair not allow cabinet min- 
isters to exercise a free vote, 
then? This was “the new. auto- 
cratic Labour party. If someone 
strays a signed statement of re- 


novel constitutional P^P^ 1 
don”, rejoined Blair, “that I 
should turn out to help save the 
Government from its own 

inet members!" Yes,Tony,m^ 

party political point. But who 
then iTto save the rest of us 


strategy open cratic Labour party. If someone Jen is fosave t hours later. A woman, dri- 
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Farmers win 


right to fight 
EU beef ban 


PAUL FIELD AND 
KATHERINE BUTLER 


Farmers and meat traders yes- 
terday won permission in the 
High Court to challenge the le- 
gality of the European Union 
worldwide export ban on British 
beef. 

A judge ordered the case 
should be referred to the Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice - the 
only forura that can decide on 
ihcvalidityof the ban - after he 
has certified a question of law 
next Friday. 

The National Farmers' 
Union formally won permission 
to seek a judicial review of 
Ministry of .Agriculture and 
HM Customs and Excise re- 
fusals to issue health certificates 
for live animals destined for ex- 
port and the derision to with- 
draw certificates required for 
the export of the meat of bovine 
animals slaughtered in the UK. 

However, in effect, the ruling 
is a vehicle for Britain to seek 
a European Court of Justice rul- 
ing thai the total ban on beef ex- 
ports is a misuse of EU power. 

Mr Justice Turner said: “It is 
manifestly a case which should 
receive consideration by the 
European Court at the earliest 
expedient moment." 

NFL 1 director of policy, Ian 
Gardiner, warned that the case 
was unlikely to reach court for 
several months. “Every day 


counts and we cannot expect to 
be heard there in a matter of 
weeks," he said. “It is clear the 
Government understands our 
position. We are taking it very 
seriously. We mean business." 

If the legal action succeeds, 
claims for damages for heavy 
losses in the meat trade are like- 
ly to follow. The court heard 
bow in 1995 the UK had ex- 
ported beef and beef products 
worth £5 20m to other EU 
member states and the rest of 
the world. 

The Internationa] Meat 
Trade Association welcomed 
the news but warned that even 
if the ban is reversed it could 
come too late for exporters. The 
organisation is protesting at 
the lack of Government assis- 
tance following the loss of their 
world market in the wake of the 
BSE crisis. 

A spokesman said: “All the le- 
gal steps that have been taken 
are supported by the exporters. 
However the reality is that un- 
less action is taken by the Gov- 
ernment then we are still faring 
an irreversible collapse of the 
market.” 

However, EU officials said 
last night that while the Gov- 
ernment’s plans to slaughter 42 
000 cattle could lead to an eas- 
ing of the trade ban next week, 
it will not secure its scrapping. 

The French agriculture min- 
ister, Philippe Vasseur, whose 


government was the first to 
ban British beef, suggested 
some easing of the boycott 
might be possible but appeared 
to rule out any early return to 
normal trade. 

Produced at the eleventh 
hour under pressure from the 
European Commission, the lat- 
est plans, costed at £84 million, 
would cut the incidence of BSE 
by between 15 and 30 per cent, 
the Government claims, but 
will not be implemented unless 
the EU ban is lifted. Mr Hogg 
warned the Commission in an 
accompanying letter. 

Officially, the Commission 
welcomed submission of the 
plan as a step in the right di- 
rection but privately officials 
said it was “minima]” and 
doubted it could do more than 
restore British exports of gela- 
tine, tallow and perhaps bovine 
embryos and semen. They also 
expressed surprise that the plan 
was presented in the form of a 
discussion paper rather than a 


formal proposal and that lifting 
of the ban was being demand- 


of the ban was being demand- 
ed by Britain as a quid pro quo. 

Officials from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
are expected in Brussels today 
to supply clarification and de- 
tail sought by ELT agriculture ex- 
perts, who are preparing 
recommendations for Mon- 
day’s meeting of farm ministers 
in Luxembourg. 



« get free votes. ^ e^rlier^i^I^ 

“ Z Army defeated 

Sir James “K-sjssg 

• ! in the he art of a national _parL 


in election 
promise to 
Tory MPs 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Sir Teddy Taylor and leading 
Euro-sceptic Tory MPs have 
privately won assignees that 
they will not be challenged ?.*. 
the general election by candi- 
dates from Sir James Gold- 
smith’s Referendum Party. 

The informal deal, agreed in 
correspondence, will reopen 
the demands for the Tory par- 
ty to do a deal over a referen- 
dum in spile of efforts by John 
Major to rule it out. 

John Redwood, the champi- 
on of the Euro-sceptic right, i 
who met Sir Jameson Wednes- I 
day, is seeking a compromise 
with Sir James by pressing the 
Government to make a com- 
mitment to renegotiate the 
Beaty of Rome, underpinning 
the European Union, as part of 
its demands for reform of the 
common fisheries policy, action 
against the ban on beef exports, 
and the European Court of 
Justice. 

Kennelb Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, yesterday threw his 
weight behind the Prime Min- 
ister’s rejection of overtures to 
Sir James, and attacked Fleet 
Street editors as “way out Euro- 
sceptics” for a campaign of 
criticism of the Government's 
“drift” on European policy. The 
Chancellor warned MPS and ed- 
itors they were playing a “dan- 


gerous” game by courting the 
financiers opinions. 


CJD death in France puts 
‘mad cow’ link in doubt 


Pilgrims’ marker: St Mary Aldermary, off Bow Lane, central London, one of 30 
churches by Sir Christopher Wren which form part of a walk organised by Friends of 
City Churches. The walk will visit all the city's churches Photograph: Edward Sykes 


New action over abusers 


The death of a Frenchman 
from a new strain of Creuzt- 
feldi-Jakob Disease throws into 
doubt the causal link with so- 
called mad cow disease, re- 
searchers said yesterday. 

The 26-year-old mechanic 
from Lyon showed symptoms 
and physical changes’ striking- 
ly similar to those found in 10 
British victims of an apparent- 
ly new strain of the disease. 

It was these 10 cases that led 
experts to accept that BSE. or 
mad cow disea.se, had probably 
been transmitted to humans 
through infected beef. 

CJD. the human equivalent 
of BSE is one of a family of 
spongiform encephalopathy'dis- 
eases which leave the brain 
riddled with holes. 

The 10 cases which sparked 


the panic were all unusually 
young, displayed out of the or- 
dinary symptoms. and suffered 
distinctive physical changes in 
the brain. 

Taking account of the dis- 
ease’s incubation period, it was 
likely they were infected at a 
time in the 1980s when large 
amounts of beef containing 
BSE were being eaten in Britain. 

But now the death of the 
Frenchman - the first known 
victim of the new strain outside 
the UK - has placed a question 
mark over assumptions about a 
link between BSE and CJD. 

The case was investigated by 
a team led by Professor Nico- 
las Kopp, from Ihe Pierre 
Werthaimer hospital in Lyon. 

In a letter published in the 
Lancer medical journal they 


noted that the man had no con- 
tact with cattle, no family his- 
tory that might have made him 
vulnerable to CJD, and had 
travelled abroad only once in 
1990 to the south of Spain. 

Unlike Britain. France did 
not have the high prevalence of 
BSE which might support the 
theory of a link with humans. 
Only 16 French cases of BSE 
had been reported. 

The paper concludes: “This 
case questions the possible 
causal relationship between 
bovine spongiform en- 
cephalopathy (BSE) and the 
new CJD variant.. .If further 
similar cases occur in countries 
with a low BSE prevalence, 
the epidemiological argument 
for 3 link between BSE and 
CJD might be weakened." 


FROM PAGE 1 
Cambridge that the Home Of- 
fice paper will shortly “canvass 
the full range of measures which 
could improve public protection 
against sex offenders, including 
additional supervision of of- 
fenders following their release 
from custody”. 

Before the summer Parlia- 
mentary recess he will also pub- 
lish a consultation document on 
ethical standards in social ser- 
vices and ways of enforcing 
them which wiil include the op- 
tion of creating a “statutory eth- 
ical council" similar to the 
General Medical Council and 
the UKCC. the bodies which 
regulate doctors and nurses. 

In addition, proposals to im- 
prove the DoHs much criiici>cd 
index of known or suspected 
child abusers will finally he 


published - an exercise Mr 
Bouis initiated last August. 

He stopped short ol a full 
commitment to introduce u 
General Social Services Coun- 
cil. but said he was well aware 
of the growing support for the 
idea, despite some pr.ict icnl dif- 
ficulties. These include the num- 
bers who might have to he 
covered -up to 1 million; the dif- 
ficulty ol registering unqualified 
staff; und the fact the CMC and 
liKCC have “never found it 
easy” to spot in advance those 
unsuitable to work with vulner- 
able children and adults. The Ivvv 
regulatory bodies have also not 
invariably seen it as reasonable 
to permanently bar those who 
they srrike off. Mr Bowis point- 
ed nut - a reference to recent de- 
cisions by the UKCC to restore 
convicted rapists to the register. 


Nonetheless, the consultation 
paper would “expose these is- 
sues constructively" he said, 
adding “wc recognise that they 
need tackling”. 

His speech was described as 
“very positive" by Mr Kuhisa 
who said that with Labour com- 
mitted in principle to introduc- 
ing a regulatory council, “we are 
on the road at Iasi, and it looks 
m n* ;ls thi >ugh wc will gel there". 

There remained important 
nuts and bolls issues to resolve, 
he said, “but we are moving in 
the right direction". He also wel- 
comed the Home Office con- 
sultation paper and moves to 
strengthen (he health depart- 
ment's index. In the conflict be- 
tween Jn individual s rights and 
ihe need to protect children, the 
former had loo often “got in the 
wav” of the latter, he said. 


financiers opinions. 

Mr Clarke said Sir James had 
“maverick" views on crucial is- 
sues such as trade, and derid- 
ed the demand for a Euro poll. 
“Common sense is that it is in 
our economic and political in- 
terest to be one of the great Eu- 
ropean powers.” Mr Clarke 
said on BBC radio. 

The ChanceDor also rejected 
growing Euro-sceptic pressure 
for a commitment to renegoti- 
ate the Treaty of Rome. “Some 
of them openly talk about 
amending the Treaty of Rome 
. . . and about entering into re- 
lationships with Europe which 
no-one eke would agree with for 
the very simple reason that 
Lhey would not work.” 

The unrest over Europe con- 
tinued yesterday as Euro-scep- 
tic Toty MPs privately criticised 
Mr Major's speech to the In- 
stitute of Directors which at- 
tacked Sir James, without 
naming him. as living in “cloud 
cuckoo land" by calling for a ref- 
erendum on Britain’s with- 
drawal from the ELI. 

About 30 Tory Euro-sceptics 
who saw the Chief Whip, Sir Al- 
istair Goodlad, on Tuesday, 
criticised the apparent vaccila- 
lion of the Government over 
Europe and the failure to take 
tougher action against the ban 
on exports of British beef. 
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MARE ST. LONDON ES 4SA. 
f Charity Kef. No. 231323.1 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 


Dear Anonymous Friends. 


You did not wah your gifts 

to be spoiled by human 

words of thanks. Their value 
gleams in the untold relief 
you silently provide. 


We have honoured your 
trust, and always will. 


Sister Superior. 


C a Ft IKSfRANCE 


Looking (or the 

lowest 

premium? 


Windsor 
Ball Pen 

with every quo**' 


CALL DIAL DIRECT free 
rVi 


0500 333 

TO CLAIM T0UH QUOTE HEf 9301 


Ministers yesterday insisted the 
divorce reform Bill would con- 
tinue through the Commons in 
file face of mountins pressure 
from senior Tory backbenchers 
to ditch iL 

Downing Street was adamant 
the Bill would go ahead, despite 
the Government's dependence 
on Labour to ensure it be- 
comes law. But last night Sir 
Marcus Fox. the chairman of the 
1922 Committee said Lord 
Mackay should put the Bill “on 
the back-burner.” 

Despite the opposition in a 
free vote of more than 100 
Tory MR to the removal of fault 
from divorce and a successful 
amendment forcing the Gov- 
ernment to extend the required 
cooling-off period before 
divorce from one year to IS 
months. Downing Street insist- 
ed the Bill would go ahead. 

While the Bill has cleared a 
crucial hurdle, it still faces dif- 
ficulties during the committee 
stage, with Labour seeking to 
secure the support of Tory 


Conservattes who voted to ex- 
tend the waiting period to IB 
months inducted: ' 


Michael Brown: the only open- 
•lygeyToiyMP 
David Faber divorced 
Sir Peter fiyrdivorced after 26 
years/2 children- 
Roger Gale: twice divoiiMd .' 
Sir George Gardner divorced ■: 
Sir John Hahnaro: divorced af- 
ter 26 years, 2. children . 
Warren Hawkstey: divorced, 2 
children- - 


Michael Howard: wife divorced 

twice ■ 

Robert Hughes: resigned as 
minister after affair with con- 
stituent 

Toby Jessefc divorced . 
Angela Knigfic divorced 1 child 
Michael Mates: divorced twee, 
first after 21 years, 5 children 
Andrew Mitchell: whose father 
Sir David Mitchell MP is di- 
vorced from his mother . 

Sir Nicholas Scott divorced af- 
ter 12 years, 3 children 


Richard Spnng: divorced after 
14 years. 2 children 
Sir Malcolm Thornton: divorced 
Gary Waller admitted child with 
Commons secretary 
Nigel Waterson: dworced 
John Wilkinson: divorced after 
• IS years, 1 child 
Tim Vfeo: resigned as minister 
after fathering child with a Tory 
councillor 

Labour MPs included: 

Denztl Davies: divorced, 2 chil- 
dren 



Michael Mates: Divorced 
twice Photograph: Popper 


dissidents for an amendment 
to build new provisions for 
marriage guidance. 

PaufBoaicng. Labour's legal 
affairs spokesman, warned his 
party may withdraw support at 
the third* reading, if "reconcil- 
iation counselling" mechanisms 
are not strengthened. 

But Labour itself came under 
attack during and after furious 
exchanges between Tony Blair, 
the Labour leader, and John 


Major in the Commons. There 
were Tory taunts that Labour 
had been “opportunistic" in 
seizing on the Government's 
defeat on Wednesday, despite 
the fact that Labour supports 
the Bill’s principles. 

Mr Blair taunted Mr Major 
■ with the fact that four Cabinet 
ministers, led by Michael 
Howard the Home Secretary, 
had voted for the IS-month 
amendment. He said the vote 


showed The advanced state of 
decay the Government is in". 

Mr Major declared: “If you 
think it is right to have a free 
vote on a matter of conscience, 
do you equally think it is right 
that that should he excluded 
from those members of any ad- 
ministration whu feel strongly 
on these matters'.' if you do. 
then I think you have a wiv 
strange view of what forms ii 
matter of conscience." 


Mt Blair was accused of pos- 
ing a “severe threat to democ- 
racy by the Liberal DemncraL 
Simon Hughes. He said: “The 
principle we've always acted on 
votes in this House is that every 
vote is a free vole but some have 
a parly line applied to (hem. 

-The Prime Minister and the 
I ^ader of the House have been 
completely and unjustly casti- 
gated both by the press and the 
Leader of the Labour Parly for 


voting as they wished to.” 

In the crucial vote on the 
duration of the cooling-off 
period, only five members of the 
Shadow Cabinet voted, and all 
for the one-ycar period. Thev 
were Clare Short. Donald 
Dewar. George Robertson 
Harriet Harman. Derek Foster 
and George Robertson. 

Mr Blair supported the Bill 
against the amendment seeking 
to maintain fault, but did not 
vote in subsequent divisions. 
Several Cabinet ministers sup- 
ported Mr Major in the lobbies, 
including Kenneth Clarke. ' 
William Wa I degrave, Sir 
George Young, and Virginia 
Botlomloy. 

Lord Mackay insisted that the 
vole did not amount to a “re- 
bellion”, although those voting 
against his plan included the 
Social Security Secretary, Peter 
LiUcy, the Health Secretary. 
Stephen DurreD and the Welsh j 
Secretary. William Hague. I 

"I think it’s a most important 
matter that this is seen as a free 

vote judgment for individuals,'’ ! 
he said. I 

Mackay defends BiD,pagel5 




m me nc-oii - — - . - u t . 
have been turned down by 
councillors. Northumberland 
County's policy and resources 

committee decided the C-ra 

moiect to operate AS90 guns 

LXulti-laiLh rocket J^ems 

in the Ouerburn training area 
would devastate the environ- 
ment. The Army may seek a 
public inquiry- 

Mast imperfect 

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber has 
lost Ws battle to prevent a ra- 
dio mast being pul up on land 
owned by his neighbour, the 
Earl of Caernarvon. The battle 
between the aristocrat and the 
composer broke out after Voda- 
fone applied to put the I- -me- 
tre-high radio mast at Beacon 
Hill, near Newbury, Berks. But 
Basingstoke and Deane bor- 
ough council backed the plan. 

'Dead’ widow home 

A widow who was pronounced 
dead by a doctor has left hos- 
pital. A hearse had arrived to 
collect the body of Maureen 
Jones. 59, from her home in 
Humberside on 17 April when 
a policeman saw one of her legs 
twitch. She was in a deep dia- 
betic coma and legal action is 
now being considered. 

Open and shut case 

A security guard was so upset 
at losing his home in a divorce 
settlement that he walked away 
with the from door in the mid- 
dle of the night, a court heard. 
Peter Jones, 45. admitted 
threatening behaviour and 


criminal damage to a phone 
line. He was fined £U.i 0 and 


ordered to pay £40 prosecution 
costs by magistrates at Swansea. 
West Glamorgan. He said lat- 
er: “I thought I should be enti- 
tled to take the door away - I 
did fit it after all.” 


Newly-weds ‘gassed’ 

A bird s nest stuck in a chimnev 
caused the deaths of newly-weds 
at their honeymoon cottage, an 
inquest heard. Howard David- 
son. 50. and his wife Linda. 45. 
of Wakefield. Yorkshire, were 
found dead with their pet dog 
from carbon monoxide poison- 
ing in the holiday home near 
Camborne. Cornwall. The in- 
quest at Helston recorded ver- 
dicts of accidental death. 

Rave scrapped 

Britain s largest overnight rave 
party, due to have been held at 
Ol Moor in Oxfordshire over 
the May bank holiday has been 
cancelled following protests bv 
police and local villagers. 25.000 
young people were set to attend. 

London cab prices 

Taxi fares in London will rise 
rise by about 4.59 per cent on 
average from Saturday. The 
new tariff will incorporate a 
minimum charge of £1.40 _ 
including a hire" charge of £1 - 
for the first 513 metres or 111 
seconds, transport minister, 
Eleven Norris, said. 


Abuse report 

Buckinghamshire County 
Council has asked us to point 
out t Independent , Tuesday 23 
April) that allegiiti' pj 
menially handicapped peoplbjn 
a private home in Bucking- •, 
namshire did not involve chil- 
dren nr a children's home. Two 
People have been charged and 
await trial. Thames Valley Po- 
lice and the council's social 
services department have com- 
pleted a separate investigation 
mlo allegations about a chil- 
dren's home and have found 
no evidence to support them. 
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murder inquiry after the ‘body 
was discovered at 8pm on 

Wednesday, wrapped in pmk 

towels and a copy of the local 
evening paper. A past®®**® 

examination confirmed the 

baby was born alive, but died 
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puzzle 

over 

double 

burial 


ANDREW BROWN 

Religion Correspondent 


Two parishes ro 3 rural English 
diocese arc lacing a tricky the- 
ological and legal problem: 
how can a woman he buried in 
two place at once? 

To spare the feelings of the 
family involved, the parishes 
wish io remain anonymous, tan 
the priests involved were ap- 
proached by two sisters, whose 
mother had recently died and 
been cremated with a funeral 
service. Both sisters, who live 
some distance apart, wished to 
be able easily to visit their moth- 
er's asho>, After some thought, 
they concluded that the best way 
to manage this was to have half 
the ashes buried in each church. 

The [wo priests agreed, and 
the services will be held simul- 
taneously nn Saturday: but the 
solution ran into a host of iegal 
and theological difficulties 
when one of the priests asked 
for advice on the Internet as to 
whai prayers he should use. The 
resurrection of half a body 
seemed a tricky proposition. 

A round of phone calls to the 
Church of England's liturgical 
committee produced confusing 
results. One member, the Bish- 
op of Portsmouth, Or Kenneth 
Stevenson, said: “In England 1 
don't think die can be divided 
in halt but that is because of le- 
gal Issues rather than theologi- 
cal ones. The burial of cremated 
remains has 10 be registered and 
certified ... She could be sprin- 
kled. But sprinkling ashes is 
quite separate from burial." 

There is a service for the bur- 
ial of Christian ashes: it refers 
to “the cremated remains". Dr 
Stevenson suggests that the 
liturgical solution is to omit the 
definite article and bury “cre- 
mated remains", rather than 
“the cremated remains". 

However, he said, the real 
problem is theological. A belief 
in the resurrectioa of the body 
is a way of asserting the unity 
of a person: that human beings 
are both body and soul. Sepa- 
rating the parts of the body sug- 
gests that only the spirit matters, 
which is not Christian ortho- 
doxy. It can be done: early 
Christians had to confront the 
difficulties which arose when a 
martyr was eaten by several wild 
beasts. But there is a clear 
Christian preference for a bod) 1 
to be kepi in one piece. 

The Bishop of Worcester, 
the Right Rev Phillip Goodrich, 
said he was opposed ro the idea 
in principle. He felt the sprin- 
kling oT ashes was a form of pa- 
ganism. and not a Christian rite. 
“I think it should be discouraged 
because it is really a bit super- 
stitious. It would be better for 
the ashes to be buried in one 
place and think of the dead as 
being among the unnumbered 
multitude of Heaven." 



Daffodil snaps: A man recording the display at the North of England Horticultural Society's four-day Harrogate spring show, which opened yesterday 


Farmhouse conviction ‘unsafe’ 


PETER VICTOR 


Marriage 
notdinebes, 
dear reader 


The British reading public's 
favourite ending is “dear read- 
er, I married Turn", writes Ros 
Wynn e-Jones, 

The latest figures from book- 
shops reveal mat Jane Austen 
is outselling JTCy Cooper. Dil- 
lon's bookshop in Gower Street. 
London, reports 53 copies of Ms 
Cooper's latest novel. Appas- 
sionato, have been sold since the 
book came out, but Austen’s 
Sense and Sensibility and Pride 
and Prejudice have sold nearly 
400 copies between them in re- 
cent weeks.. 


Jonathan Jones was freed yes- 
terday amid dramatic scenes at 
the Court of Appeal after 
judges quashed his convictions 
for murdering the parents of his 
girlfriend. Cheryl Tooze. 

Mr Jones. 37, a businessman, 
was released after the three ap- 
peal judges said they were all "of 
the dear view" that the con- 
victions for the killings of Har- 
ry Tooze. 64. and 67-year-old 
wife Megan, were unsafe. 
Lord Justice Rose, sitting with 
Mr Justice Dyson and Mr Jus- 
tice Gage, returned after a 
short adjournment at the end of 
Crown submissions to an- 
nounce: “We are all of the 
clear view that these convictions 
are unsafe for reasons which we 
shall give on a future occasion. 


Farmhouse killing: Kisses of joy as fiancee wins her fight to 
have boyfriend cleared of ‘callous’ murder of elderly couple 


Accordingly the convictions will 
be quashed and the defendant 
will be discharged." 

Miss tooze left the court arm 
in arm with Mr Jones, near to 
tears of joy. The couple em- 
braced and kissed in hunt of the 
TV cameras. 

She had refused from the first 
to accept that her lover. 
Jonathan Jones, had killed her 
parents. Yesterday, her tenaci- 
ty was rewarded as she walked 
arm in arm with him after the 
courts set him free. 

An only child, apart from her 
mother and father, all she had 
in the world was the man she 
had loved for 12 years. With his 


arrest and conviction Iasi year, 
her world collapsed. 

Harry and Megan Tooze were 
each shot once in the back of the 
head at close range with a shot- 
gun at their farm at Llanharry. 
mid-Glamorgan in July 1993. 
Mr Tooze, 64. was shot inside 
a cowshed. His 67 year old 
wife had been shot at the farm- 
house as she tried to run for her 
life. 

Mr Jones, of Orpington, Kent, 
was convicted of the double 
murder after a 55-day Newport 
Crown Court trial lasl April on 
a 10-2 majority verdict after the 
prosecution claimed he paid a 
surprise visit to the six-acre 


farm, having tea with the cou- 
ple before shooting them to gain 
a £150.000 inheritance. 

Only’ days after the trial, doubt 
havered" aver the conviction. 
The presiding judge, Mr Justice 
Rougier, released his confi- 
dential remarks about the trial 


revealing that he thought the 
'fallen 


prosecution case had “fallen de- 
cidedly flat”. Had he been a 
member of the jury, he said, he 
“should be conscious of of sig- 
nificant doubt." He was-dis- 
turbed by “the contrast between 
the total ruthiessness and piti- 
less determination of whoever 
killed Harry and Megan and 
man who sat in the dock and for 


four and a half day’s in the wit- 
ness box." 

John Rees QC representing Mr 
Jones, returned to this theme in 
the Appeal Court: “The shot- 
gun was fired from approxi- 
mately three feet away. They 
were, in short, executed," said 
Mr Rees. The killer was expe- 
rienced and an accurate shoL 
Mr Jones had no experience 
with any firearms. 

There was a lade of forensic ev- 
idence 10 link Mr Jones to the 
killing. The murder at close 
range would have left the killer 
covered in blood and brain tis- 
sue. Police examined Mr Jones' 
clothes, car and even took wash- 


basins apart to try to find evi- 
dence linking him to the 
killings.. 

The prosecution, Mt Rees ar- 
gued. was based on “suspicion, 
speculation and conjecture. 
Miss Tooze braved considerable 
personal criticism to stand by 
Mr Jones, appearing on the 
BBC television series Modem 
Times to back the man con- 
victed of murdering her parents. 
She said at the court: “I am ab- 
solutely delighted. It has been 
a long fight and my fight is not 
cweryeL I have got Jonathan re- 
leased. My intention is to car- 
ry on and find out who killed my 
parents. My reward of £25,000 
still stands and will continue to 
do so." 

Mr Jones was simply: “De- 
limited to be free. I had never 
given up hope." 


The police ‘left no 
stone unturned’ 


The cold-blooded murders of 
retired fruit wholesaler Harry 
Tooze, 64, and his wife Megan, 
67. shocked the close-knit rural 
area of Llanharry, Mid Glam- 
organ, in July 1993. 

Police found their bodies 
hidden under bales of hay in a 
cowshed at their isolated 10- 
acre smallholding Ty-ary-Whun 
(House in the Meadow). 

Their daughter Cheryl had 
raised the alarm when there was 
no answer to the nightly phone 
call she made to her parents. 

Jonathan Jones arrived ty car 
in the early hours to help the po- 
lice search and was allowed in- 
side the farmhouse. 

During his trial, defence 
yyers argued that it was pos- 
sible that this was bow half a fin- 
gerprint came to be found on a 
teacup in the kitchen. 

Mr Jones maintained that on 
the day of the murders he was 
in Orpington looking for office 
premises to rent for a new busi- 
ness venture with Cheryl Tboze 
whom he first met in 1983 
while studying at the Polytech- 
nic of Wiles in TheforesL 
Villagers at LI an harry last 
night said they believed the 


double killer was unlikely to 
have been a local man. 

Retired builder George 
Painter, 66, said the judges' 
decision to free Mr Jones had 
pul everyone under suspicion 
again. “The police left no stone 
unturned. They quizzed every 
owner of a shotgun more than 
once ... I’m sure if the killer was 
local they would have got him. 
It just convinces me that it was 
no-one living in the area." 

The Tbozes’ next-door neigh- 
bour Mrs Lore Milsom-Gabe 
said: “I just wish it was aU over. 
I’ve had to live with this for 
three years now. When police 
charged Jonathan Jones I won- 
dered if. they had caught the 
right man. Now we are just as 
confused as ever." 

Local pub landlady Jenny 
Russell, 50, of The Bear, said: 
“Everyone has a pet theory 
about who committed the mur- 
ders and how it was done. It has 
caused a great deal of contro- 
versy among regulars. 

“There are a lot of rogues in 
the area, but they are lovable 
rogues. They wouldn't be averse 
to a spot of poaching, but as for 
cold-blooded murder- no way." 



The victims: Harry Tooze 
(above), Megan Tooze (below) 
and trie farmhouse (right); 
Photographs: Huw Evans 




World 
Cup ball 
bounces 
back 
from ’66 


ADAM SZRETER 


Photograph: Guzelian 


In a move that would delight 
every Euro-sccpiic, England's 
World Cup winners of 1 966 are 
asking the Germans: “Can we 
have our ball hack?" With the 
30ih anniversary of English 
football's most famous day fast 
approaching, a frantic search 
has been launched for the bah 
with which Geoff Hurst scored 
a hat-trick when Alf Ramsey's 
team beat Germany 4-2 in the 
World Cup final. 

According to the Sun news- 
paper, after exhaustive inquiries 
by them, the ball was found in 
ihe cellar of Jiirgen Haller, son 
of Helmut who was in the Ger- 
man side at Wembley 30 years 
ago. Apparently Haller Snr. who 
scored the first goal of the game, 
snaffled the famous orange ball 
at the final whistle, stuffed it up 
his jumper and took it back lo 
Germany before you could say 
Kenneth Wolstenholme. 

Over the years, whenever 
Haller has been approached on 
the subject he has always evad- 
ed the issue, hinting that the bail 
was lost- Bui after persistent bad- 
gering from British journalists, 
it seems he has finally given in 
and may even be flying to Eng- 
land to present the ball to Huist- 

“Tbey (journalists] kept pes- 
tering me,” Haller said yester- 
day. “They have been phoning 
me for the last three days. They 
kept saying that the ball be- 
longed to England. But I told 
them it belonged to me." 

Last night, however, it 
emerged that the ball may not 
be in Haller’s court after all. 
Hurst's agent, Dave Davies, is 
still expecting the ball to be pre- 
sented next Tuesday at an offi- 
cial 30th anniversary show in 
Leamington Spa, Wirwideshire, 
by a German from Dusseldorf 
whom be simply knew as “Wolf- 
gang". His father, Mr Davies 
said, had apparently bought 
the ball at an auction in Ger- 
many some years ago. 

“Everyone’s saying they've 
got the ball, but as far as Hu con- 
cerned Tm still expecting to see 
the real one on Tuesday," Mr 
Davies said, before adding that 
Hurst could not comment as he 
had been paid by a certain 
tabloid newspaper not to do so. 
We may think it’s all over... 


Trousers 
up for 
auction 


A pair of skin-tight trousers 
owned by rock legend Freddie 
Mercury went under the ham- 
mer for £5,520 at auction yes- 
terday. 

The red PVC pants, signed by 
the former Queen frontman, 
were snapped up by a buyer act- 
ing for trendy London eaterie 
the Hard Rock CafiS at Bon- 
hamssalerooms, Chelsea, west 
London. 

The Caf£ also also picked up 
Frank Zappa’s 1966 Hagstrom 
Sunburst 12rstring steel electric 
guitar for £6325. 

But the biggest disappoint- 
ment of the day was bidding for 
The Rolling Stones’ mobile 
recording studio which failed to 
reach its reserve price of 
£15,000. 

The Leyland Daf 1970 cus- 
tom-buih van was used to record 
the group’s albums Sticky Fin- 
gers and Exile on Main Street . 
However, an interested buyer 
who missed the auction may 
now step in- 

led Owen, entertainments 


'Ught the sale was on to- 
morrow. He is a private buyer.’ 
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Racist killing: Tliree walk free from court as relatives of stabbed 18 -year-old black student pl edge to ^ ^ 

Anger as I video 

j ah HH reveals 

murder JliBB dep f h f 

tUllaUacB ^a-gsrsi 

JL :_A.,» fi.rlrinff stumps . 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The distraught parents of 
Stephen Lawrence, the A-lev- 
el murdered by a gang of racists, 
vowed to continue their fight for 
justice yesterday after their pri- 
vate prosecution of three white 
men collapsed. 

Neville Lawrence, Stephen's 
father, said afterwards: “1 be- 
lieve in fairness. I don't think 
what happened today is fair." 

Neil Acourt, 20, Luke 
Knight, 1$, and Gary Dobson, 
20. walked free from the Old 
Bailey after the judge ruled a 
witness's evidence inadmissible. 

Michael Mansfield QC. who 
had brought the private prose- 
cution on behalf the family - 
only the fourth in 130 years - 
said the other material includ- 
ing covert surveillance videos 
and scientific evidence was not 
sufficient to pul before a jury. 

The video, shown at a com- 
mittal hearing, revealed the 
defendants wielding knives, ut- 
tering extreme racial abuse and 
fantasising about killing, tor- 
turing and mutilating blacks. A 
police search found seven 
knives, including a Gurkha, at 
one of their homes. 

The collapse of the case will 
be seen as a vindication of the 
Crown Prosecution Service's 
earlier decision not to pursue 
the case for lack of evidence. 

But Imran Khan, the family's 
solicitor, rejected that sugges- 
tion as too simplistic. He said 
the Lawrences had been let 
down by the “entire criminal jus- 
tice system". He said the initial 
police investigation had been 
flawed, the CPS should not 
have abandoned the ease - and 
the decision to rule out the wit- 
ness evidence was both “sur- 
prising and unfortunate". 


STEPHEN 

LAWRENCE 



A family's 
struggle 


NeD Acourt brandished a 

sffis 4 .-;— 

tittering vile racist abuse. 

“I reckon that every nigger 
should be chopped “P and 

they should be left wth noth- 

ing but fucking stump* - 

,n( kis ono* 




Stephen, who was studying to 
become an architect was IS 
when he was attacked as he 
waited with his friend Duwayne 
Brooks at a bus stop in Elthara, 
south London, in April 1993. Mr 
Mansfield had claimed the 
three were part of a gang of 
racists bent on the “desecration 
of those who were black by in- 
jtJiy or possible death". 

He told the jury: “There can 
be no question that whoever did 
this was someone who had a 
deep felt hatred of black peo- 
ple existing." 

However, the case foundered 
when Mr Justice Curtissaid the 
identification of Luke Knight 
and Neil Acourt by Mr Brooks. 
21, was contradictory and con- 
taminated. 

The court was told how Mr 
Brooks had suffered from post 
traumatic stress after the attack. 
The judge refused to allow his 
evidence to be pul before the 
jury ruling that it “would 
amount to an injustice" to do so. 

The judge said: “However 
horrible the crime and objec- 
tionable the motive", it did not 
allow him to remove or alter the 




Tears for justice: Stephen Lawrence’s aunt is comforted by a friend after the collapse of yesterday's trial 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


legal safeguards which pro- 
tected anyone from a misiden- 
tification. “Putting one injustice 
on top of another does not cure 
the first injustice done to the 
Lawrence family," he said. 

Mr Justice Curtis praised the 
Lawrences for their decision to 
drop the case “in the interests 
of justice and fairness". He 
granted the family their costs 
out of central funds. 

Last night Mr Lawrence, un- 
usually alone because his wife 
Doreen was loo upset, said the 
family would continue to search 
for Stephen's killers. He added: 
“1 would like to thank all the 
supporters from the last three 
years, black and white, old and 
young” 

But Azim Hajee. a friend and 
campaigner, said most people 
would now be asking “what 
went wrong" “What is it that ' 
black people have to do, that 
ordinary folk have to do. to get 
justice?" he said. 


Killing that put a dignified 
family on the trail of justice 


There have been only three 
moments when the Lawrence 
family’s strength and quiet 
reserve have deserted them, 
mites Heather Mills. 

Once when Stephen's father, 
Neville, broke down in tears as 
he heard in a court room how 
his son died violently and point- 
lessly at the hands of a racist 
mob. 

The second when Stephen's 
mother. Doreen, allowed her- 
self a celebratory “yes" as two 
men suspected of the killing 
wen? sent for trial. Getting the 
case to the Old Bailey was a 
milestone in the family’s search 
for justice. And the third came 
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as the Old Bailey trial started 
to crumble. Mrs Lawrence col- 
lapsed in tears. 

Otherwise through their 
three year - and subsequently 
vain -struggle to find their son's 
killers, through frustrations at 
police progress, anger at the 
dropping of the case by the 
Crown Prosecution Service and 
dismay as they felt they became 

a pawn be- 

tween com- __ 

peung He was 

anti-racist 

groups, they IOr 3 D 
have main- n 

tained a digni- Tffl7mPi 

Tied reserve. 

In the words being 

of Mr Justice 

Curtis after 

the trial collapsed, “in the in- 
terests of justice" the Lawrences 
had remained “statesmanlike" 
throughout. 

Stephen would have been 
21 this year - well on the way 
towards his chosen career as an 
architect. A bright student he 
had been due to sit A-levels in 
English, design and technology 
and physics - and was expect- 
ed to sail through them. 

Instead aged IS he happened 
to be waiting for a bus with a 
friend when” a gang of racist 
thugs was on the streets - and 
he was killed. Murdered be- 


He was waiting 
for a bus . . . 
murdered for 
being black 


cause he was black. He was the 
third black victim of racist 
killings in the area. For his 
parents, the only solace on 
which they could seize was the 
evidence of a couple, leaving 
church, who had gone to com- 
fort Stephen. Louise Taff, said 
“he seemed very peaceful’’. 

His friend Duwayne, who 
had yelled at Stephen to ran and 

' ran himself, was 

only able to 
waiting give police the 

° barest of de- 

IS . . • tails. Neverthe- 

. * less, the hunt 

‘GU for for the killers 

. _ - appeared ini- 

black tially hopeful 

The names of 

various youths 
were given to police and the 
Lawrence family. Weeks later 
Duwayne Brooks picked out 
Neil Acourt and Luke Knight at 
identity parades. Both were 
charged with Stephen's murder. 

But the following July the 
Lawrences suffered their first 
major blow - the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service dropped the 
charges foe lack of evidence. 

The the decision prompted 
outrage in the black communi- 
ty and raised allegations that the 
case had been mishandled. It 
was later claimed that police 
faDcd to move swiftly enough. 


- losing potentially vital foren- 
sic evidence. 

Stephen’s family started their 
own inquiries. Then after the 
first anniversary ofhis death, the 
family had a meeting with Sir 
Paul Condon, the Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner, who ini- 
tiated a second investigation. 
This- inquiry, said the Lawr- 
ences, was faultless - it was just 
a year too late. 

More evidence was un- 
earthed . but nothing which 
would persuade the CPS to 
launch a prosecution - so the 
family, with the help of the po- 
lice. launched a private prose- 
cution - one of only four in 130 
years of British legal history. 
Donations started flooding, 
lawyers offered to help for free. 

Three men were finally com- 
mitted for trial for Stephen's 
murder - Luke Knight. Neil 
Acourt and Gary Dobson. 

Three years to the day after 
Stephen’s death, the case came 
to trial only to collapse. The cru- 
cial identification evidence of 
Stephen's friend, Duwayne 
Brooks, was ruled inadmissible. 

Mr Justice Curtis ruled the 
identification “contradictory 
and contaminated' and said it 
could lead to injustice. The 
family accepted it was neither 
“fair or proper" to uy and put 
other material before a juty. 


“tiSandSwnatthecom- 

Khearings-W^d 

a video nasty of racial naLrea 
featuring Neil Aco^.Gary 
Dobson and Luke flight, 
three men whose tnal for the 
murder of Stephen La ^T e JJ“ 

collapsed for lack of e^dence 

yesterday. Also on 
David Norris, 

but not committed for trial, and 
two others, Charlie Martin and 

Danny Caetano. . 

The video was filmed during 
a two-week period in Decem- 
ber 1994 - a year and a half al- 
ter Stephen's murder, after 
police had gained access to 
their shared home in Eliham, 
south London, and placed a 
camera in an electric socket. 

According to the stipendiary 
magistrate, David Cooper, v. ho 
sent the three for trial, the 
video showed "a deeply held 
emphatic and sadistic loathing 
of all black people". 

“This is not the sly and snig- 
gering racism which is common 
in many sectors of society. It is 
not even the blatant racism 
used on the football terraces. " 

In another sequence David 
Norris said: “ If I was going to 
kill myself do you know what I d 
do? I'd go and kill every black 
c***, every Paid, every* copper, 
every mug that I know. 1 would 
go down to Catford . . . with two 
sub-machine guns and . . . I'd 
set on one of them, skin him 
alive, torture him and set him 
alight. I'd blow their two legs 
and arms off and say go on you 
can swim home now." 

Racist abuse was triggered by- 
events such as the success of 
black British athletes like Col- 
in Jackson and Linford Christie 
or the Cameroon football team. 

Michael Mansfield, the QC 
who prosecuted on behalf of the 
Lawrence family, said the tape 
revealed a motive of race hatred, 
showed the group carried knives 
on the streets, and, most con- 
ten tic u sly. contained a se- 
quence which could amount to 
a confession. 

Defence lawyers accepted 
the videos showed “unpalatable 
racist attitudes". 

They argued that extreme 
racist views were neither a mo- 
tive nor evidence of murder. 
There was nothing to connect 
the men with Stephen’s killing 
and to show the videos would 
so prejudice a jury there would 
be no chance of a fair trial. 
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revealed as 
‘closet Catholic’ 


‘Impossible to 
fix motion’ 
says Blair aide 
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ANDREW BROWN 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

William Shakespeare may have 
been a closet Catholic. In an 
article in this week's 7ahfcr. a 
Catholic news magazine. Dr 
, Eamon Duffy, of Magdalene 
College Cambridge, concludes 
i Shakespeare was “A church- 
papist, outwardly conforming, 
but inwardly rejecting Protestant 
leaching". 

After Pope Pius V excom- 
municated Elizabeth I in 1570 
□nd removed Catholics from 
their obligation of obedience, 
she made Catholic priests and 
those who sheltered them guilty 
of l reason. One of Shake- 
speare's school-fellows, Robert 
Dubdalc. converted to Catholi- 
cism and was executed as a 
priest in 1586. His first school- 
master died a Jesuit in Rome. 

Shakespeare’s father seems 
to have re-converted lo Catholi- 
cism in the 1 5S0s. A bricklayer 
working on his house m 1757 
found his hand-written spiritu- 
al testament, reaffirming all 
his Catholic beliefs and signed 
John Shakespeare. The manu- 
script has since been lost but 
conforms to a pattern spread by 
two JcsuiLs sent to England 
under cover in 1580, who" were 
later captured and executed. 

Dr Duffy finds suggestive 
evidence in the fact that Shake- 
speare did not attend Anglican 
communion at Easter for nine 
years when he lived in South- 
wark, although it was illegal to 
miss the service. 


Even his marriage to Anne 
Hathaway, in a village some dis- 
tance from Stratford, seems 
suggestive to Dr Duffy: "Neither 
the Shakespeare* nor the Hath- 
aways had connections there, 
but the vicar. John Frith, was an 
old Catholic priest, suspect to 
the Protestant authorities us 
'unsound in religion’. U could 
well be. therefore, that the 
teenage bridegroom deliber- 
ately opted for the ministrations 
of a known Catholic. 

“Shakespeare's treatment of 
Catholic themes Ls consistent- 
ly sympathetic. Friars, nuDs and 
the religious life get a remark- 
ably good press from him: 
Anglican clergy, by contrast, a : 
bad one." 

However. Dr Duffy draws j 
back from claiming for certain 
that Shakespeare was a Catholic I 
and even doubts whether j 
should be considered a Christ- I 
ian writer at all. ] 



Shakespeare: Rejected 

Protestant teachings 


MICHAEL STREETER 

Tony Blair’s press secretary Al- 
istair Campbell denied at the 
High Court yesterday that he 
had urged Labour MFs to sign 
a Commons motion attacking a 
conservative MP. 

Mr Campbell said that at the 

time of the allegation when he 
was political editor of the Dai- 
ly Mirror he had been in a brief- 
ing with the Prime Minister’s 
secretary Gus O’Donnell. He 
was giving evidence in a case 
brought by Torbay MP Rupert 
AJlasnn who is suing Campbell, 
a former Mirror colleague, and 
Mirror Group Newspapers for 
malicious falsehood over an 
article in the Daily Mirror in 
November 1992. 

Allason, who is representing 
himself, says the store falsely 
claimed that 50 MP's signed an 
Early Day Motion suggesting he 
hand over part of his substan- 
tial libel damages From Mirror 
Group to Maxwell pensioners 
lacing financial ruin. 

Mr Campbell denied an 
earner claim by Labour MP 
George Galloway that he saw 
the journalist trying to per- 
suade a new MP to sign the mo- 
tion. 

“It is untrue and physically 
impossible, 1 did not go' to that 
P? n Commons. - said Mr 
Campbell. The Prime Minis- 
fer a press secretary wanted to 
have a private word with m e 
j.bpu.wfiaiw ; ,, g nin g0nin ^ 
Mirror. He wjs extreme!’, 0 .- 
pnrtive and said the ftime Mi&- 


ister was taking an interest 
Mr Campbell dismissed < 
gestions he had initiated 
LDM or was involved in w 

mg the story, saying the firs 

knew of it was when his dec 
David Bradshaw told him as 
store was being filed. 

He had spoken to the ed 
or The Mirror about it, but 

was “routine” because itw, 

short stoiy involving the ne 
paper. Mr Campbell der 
any malice or vendetta aea 
frora attach 

the MP, he bad pressed fc 
correction in the ncwsmpe 
Earlier Mr Bradshaw i 
admitted coming up with 
tdea for the EDM. a draf 
which he passed to two Lab 
MP s who amended it and 

£11 la f P/1 it a-.... _ .. 


i, mat 

time he had not told the 


wnii 

ragged Alistair Cam 
name through the 
Labour MP Peter Kiifoy 
had later signed the ED 1 
bethought the text of ft 
uon was “humourous”. 

Mr Allason claims th 
, ™ malicious and t 

Gr£i!?M ttGrayQCfor] 

Group Newspapers, Mr, 

bell and ex-Mirror jou 
Andy McSmith who dei 
claims, said be was not sui 
what the MP’s case was a 
his clients. 

The case continues. 
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Happy days; Betty Shew’s book ‘Royal Wedding* and the Queen’s letter of thanks; both came under the saleroom hammer yesterday Photographs: FW 


LOUISE JURY 

Annette BuckJev sipped a sher- 
ry and prepared - tc» tell her hus- 
band that she had paid £5,000 
for three letters of love and a 
rare insight into the life of a 
princess. 

“I think he'll forgive me," she 
said. "I told him i wouldn't go 
above £2*500. but 1 wouldn't 
have been aMc lo sleep for three 
nights if I hadn't got them." 

In tense telephone bidding. 
Mrs Buckley, 54. outbid auction 
ri\tils yesterday to secure the let- 
ters from the then Princess 
Elizabeth, now the Queen, de- 
scribing her romance with naval 
lieutenant Philip Mounlbatten. 
It is thought to be the first lime 
that personal letters from a 
reigning monarch have been 
offered for sale. 

They describe how the cou- 
ple first met. their shared pas- 
sion for dancing and the thrill 
of driving along in his MG 
sports car. “Philip enjoys driving 
and does it fast!" the young 
princess told Belly Shew, a 
court correspondent who had 
asked Tor details for a book 
she was writing on Ihc royal 
wedding. 

Mrs Buckley set her heart on 
acquiring the writings as soon 
as she read about them. 

They will now become the 
star attraction of the museum 
Mrs Buckley set up in Battle, 
near Hastings, when her hobby 
of collecting assorted memora- 
bilia took over her life and 
home and became a business. 

She and her husband, Brian, 
gave up their newsagent's shop 
10 years ago and opened Yes- 
terday's World, a museum of 
everyday life since Victorian 
times which now welcomes 
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Courting history: Princess Elizabeth told of her romance 
with Philip Mountbatten in this letter to Betty Shew 
found by lawyers when Mrs Shew's last relative died 


120.000 visitors a year, attract- 
ed by exhibits which include 
a Victorian chemist shop and a 
1930s-stylc children's nursery- 

“VVe have this one room of 
royally, with a life-sized ani- 
mated Queen Victoria and this 
will go very nicely into it." Mrs 
Buckley said. “They’re up there, 
we're down here, but it brings 
us all together." 

The letters were put up for 
sale when they were discovered 
fry lawyers among the papers of 
a’rclaUve of Mrs Shew's, a Miss 
Edbrooke. There were no other 
family members left to inherit 
them when Miss Edbrooke died 
recently in a nursing home in 
Somerset. 

Man: Burridgc, of Gevedon 
Salerooms in Avon, said he 
was delighted to be asked to sell 
them. 'Hie main London auc- 
tion houses have agreed not lo 


deal in private correspondence 
from ihe royal family dated af- 
ter 193S without permission 
from Buckingham Palace. 

A Christie's spokeswoman 
said: “Letters between the 
Queen and Prince Philip we 
probably wouldn't sell." 

But MrBurridge said he did 
not consider the writings private 
as the details were published in 
Mrs Shew's book, also includ- 
ed in the lot. 

“1 thought about it very care- 
fully but the information is in 
the public domain and it actu- 
ally painted a very nice picture." 
he' said after the sale. 

Mrs Buckley, meanwhile, was 
pouring a glass of sherry for her 
husband. “1 only started col- 
lecting things because he start- 
ed playing golf,’’ she said. 

“He's got a lot to answer for. 
that boy." 


Strike threat 
lifted after 
deal on boy, 13 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

leachers lifted a threatened 
suite wet a disruptive 13-year- 
old boy last night after a last- 
minute deal was struck to keep 
him out of lessons. Staff at 
Glaisdale school in Notting- 
ham bad been due lo stop work 
indefinitely from today in 
protest at ihc excluded boy’s 
return to school. 

Richard Wilding, who was 
said to have been involved in 
more than 3fl incidents in less 
than two terms, will now be 
taught at home by a tutor and 
in a special unit. He will remain 
on the school but will not attend. 

Richard had been excluded 
temporarily on three occasions 
before being permanently ex- 
cluded in February. The local 
- authority approved his removal 
but an- independent appeals 
panel backed his parents. Rita 
and Philip Wilding. The)' want- 
ed Richard returned to Glais- 
dale and were not prepared to 
accept any alternative. 

It was revealed yesterday 
that Mrs Wilding was convict- 
ed of assault after attacking and 
disabling a housing officer who 


called at her home four years 
ago to discuss repairs to a wall. 
Gerald Bunting 55, suffered se- 
rious spinal injuries and now has 
to walk with crutches. 

Members of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers 
(NASUWT), which has 20 
members among the school's 38 
staff, voted to strike rather 
than allow the boy back into 
their lessons. The other unions 
at the school discussed the pos- 
sibility of refusing to teach him. 

Earlier this week Richard 
was being taught at Glaisdale by 
a supply teacher, in isolation 
from other pupils. He was not 
allowed to meet his friends at 
break limes or even to go to the 
toilet on his own, but a teach- 
ers' union claimed he had still 
threatened another pupil. 

After a meeting with the 
family, the county council and 
Ihe school's head teacher on 
Tuesday, a deal was struck 
allowing Richard to be taught 
on his own at school as well as 
receivia^ lessons at home and 
in a special unit- However, the 
NASUWT refused to accept 
this and confirmed an Wednes- 
day that the strike would still go 


ahead. A further meeting with 
the parents yesterday yielded 
the new deal. 

Last night Nigel de Gruchy, 
general secretary of the union, 
said he was immensely proud of 
his members' action which was 
“trades unionism at its best". 

"'Hie principle has been es- 
tablished that parents do not 
have the right lo choose what- 
ever school they like for their 
chDdren regardless of the be- 
haviour of their offspring." 

He added dial his members 
at another school had already , 
been balloted on industrial 
action after an appeal over- 
turned an expulsion, he said. 

Richard's parents were an- 
gered by the result, but hoped 
he would be able to return to 
Glaisdale. “We are extremely 
disappointed with the attitude 
of the unions. We feel Richard 
has been used as a scapegoat 
and a pawn in a political game." 
they said in a statement issued 
through their solicitor. 

The Wil dings had the law on 
their side but ministers said that 
children who had been exclud- 
ed more than twice might lose 
their right to appeal. 

Letters, page 14 
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Poison brings 
down red kites 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Five red kites, one of Britain’s 
rarest birds of prey, have been 
killed by deliberate poisoning in 
recent weeks. All had been 
imported from Europe and 
released into the wild, in an 
attempt to- establish a new 
English population. 

The ' carrion -eating bird 
became extinct in England and 
Scotland at the end of the last 
century because of persecution 
by gamekeepers and farmers, 
with only a small population 
clinging on in Wales. 

Four of the dead birds were 
found in southern England, 
near, where most of the 
imported birds have been set 
free. The other was found in the 
Midlands, where nine young 
kites were released last summer 
hi an attempt to establish a 
second breeding population in 
' England. 

One of the birds was found 
dead on its nesL All are thought 
to haw eaten bait left out in the 
open and' laced with alpha 
chloralose, a rodentidde. 

- However, the bait was prob- 
ably intended to. kill foxes or 
ravens rather than the red kite. 
The practice of setting out 
.poisoned meat in the coumiy- 
ade is illegal but still wide- 
.spreail 

Barbara Young,chiefexecu- 



Rare bird: Imports have 
revived UK kite population 

live of the RnyaJ Society for the 
Protection of Birds which has 
been sponsoring the Teintro- 
ductions, said: “I'm appalled by 
the thoughtless and illegal 
use of poisons which is jeopar- 
dising the success of this high- 
ly important reintroduction 
project" 

Since 1989, almost 200 young 
red kites have been released in 
southern England and northern 
Scotland in a joint programme 
between the society and 
government wildlife conserva- 
tion organisations. 

The new arrivals have begun 
breeding in both countries and 
their population is building up. 
But poisoned bait had lolled 
birds before this year, and in 
1995 another was found to have 
been wounded by shotgun 
pellets. 


Chest pain 
may offeet 
risk of fetal 
heart attack 


Research into chest pain could 
lead to new ways of reducing the 
risk of fatal heart attacks, doc- 
tors have found. 

Angina, the chest pain 
caused by heart disease, acts as 
a warning that a heart attack 
might be on its way. But new 
studies suggest that molecular 
changes in heart cells during an 
episode of angina may help 
protect the heart should an at- 
tack occur. 

Cells that have undergone 
such changes can resist the ef- 
fects of loss of blood supply, 
which ultimately causes a heart 
attack, for much longer. 

A paper published yesterday 
in the medical journal the 
Lancet, by researchers led by 
Professor Derek Yell on from 
University College Hospital in 
I London, reported: This para- 
doxical protection is the most 
powerful and reproducible 
experimental method of delay- 
ing the onset of myocardial 
infarction [bean attack] yet 
known." 

The researchers conclude 
that one day it maybe possible 
to induce the protective changes 
in heart cells with drugs to 
reduce heart attack death and 
disability. 
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Digital camera revolution 
develops old problems 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

A camera that was touted as 
leading a revolution for amateur 
photographers suffers from 
some of the same failings us its 
forebears, according to a test by 
the Independent yesterday. 

The findings may come as a 
surprise to the hundreds of 
people who manufacturers say 
have bought the new Advanced 
Photo System (APS) cameras 
from Kodak. Fuji and Nikon, 
which were launched on Mon- 
day. Early reports from the 
manufacturers suggest that APS 
cameras have comprised near- 
ly half of camera sales this 
week. 

The manufacturers have said 
that .APS cameras, which need 
special APS films - designed to 
be easy to insert and remove - 
will record on rhe film if the 
photo was taken in low or ex- 
cessive light conditions, or us- 
ing a flash which might affect 
light conditions, by encoding 
digital data on the back of the 
film. It was seen by industry ob- 



yd 


The Advanced Photo System 
camera developed by Kodak 

servers as a revolution which 
would replace conventional 
35mm film and hit-and-miss 
methods of processing. 

Although it requires new de- 
veloping machines to read the 
films, APS also cannot neces- 
sarily improve the quality of 
work by nigh street developers 
- identified by a professional 
photographer as one of the 
most common causes of disap- 
pointing photos. This is de- 
spite the £200m that 
manufacturers have spent in the 
past five years developing APS. 


Model, the 
tycoon and 
two suits 
of armour 


For the second successive day, 
the young woman who claims 
she was raped by Owen Oyston 
broke down in tears under 
cross-examination and then 
accused the media tycoon's 
counsel of bullying her. 

She also claimed that Mr Oys- 
ton, 62, the chairman of Black- 
pool Football Club, was 
probably sleeping with the girls 
be employed. 

The model, who said the al- 
leged attack would leave her 
with mental sears for the rest of 
her life, became angry when she 
was confronted in court with 
two suits of armour and asked 
whether she could identify one 
as being in Oystoo’s country 
home when she claims she was 
driven there and raped on a 
four-poster bed. 

The woman. 25, cried as she 
asked Anthony Scrivener QC 
“Have you brought the four- 
poster bloody bed as well? 

Mr Scrivener told her the jury 
at Liverpool Crown Court were 
going to see it They are due to 
visit Mr Oyston’s country home 
near Lancaster next week. 

The girl went on tearfully: 
“Well, I hope you remember me 
in that bed. Bring the drapes, 
everything, the decor.” 

She was questioned over the 
attack, in which she claims Mr 
Oyston ordered her to remove 
her underwear before forcing 
himself on her seven years ago. 

Mr Scrivener told hen “You 
are not the sort of person who 
is going to take your knickers off 
for anyone. You would have hit 
back. You are a forceful per- 
sonality.” 

The woman, who has mod- 
elled on national television, 
said: “You like bullying people. 
Do you know what it’s Hke? You 
are a bloke for God’s sake. You 
don’t know." 

Mr Oyston denies raping the 
girl and raping and indecently 
assaulting a second model 
alleged to be 16 at the time. 

The first alleged victim 
left phys- 


only mark left was the mark on 
my mind for the rest of my life 
"A few minutes earlier she was 
questioned about an allegation 
that some time after the rape 
she was invited to dinner by Mr 
Oyston and was excited by the 
prospect. It was suggested that 
because she was in casual cloth- 
ing she had borrowed a new suit 
from one of Mr Oyston’s em 
ployees, Sharon Denbigh. 

She denied it had happened 
and agreed with Mr Scrivener 
it would have been “totally in 
consistent" with her having 
been raped by Mr Oyston. 

“Probably Sharon slept with 
him," she said. “Probably all the 
people that worked for him and 
got paid by him and all the girls 
that got promoted by him and 
stuff. I wouldn't be surprised, 
wouldn’t put it past him.” 

When Mr Scrivener suggest- 
ed going to a dinner where Mr 
Oyston was present was incon 
sistent with having been raped 
by him, she replied: “I was 
frightened of him.” 

The girl admitted earlier that 
she had been wrong when she 
bad insisted that she was aged 
17 when the rape happened, a 
daim she repealed during cross- 
examination and in an earlier 
trial at when the juiy failed to 
reach a verdict on the rape 
charge. 

She made her admission af- 
ter the defence produced sales 
sheets from a fashion shop in 
her home town, where she 
agreed she had worked for nine 
months up to April 1989 before 
joining a modelling agency in 
Manchester, Model Tham. run 
by Peter Martin, who intro- 
duced her to Mr Oyston. 

She said: “I now realise it 
happened in 1989. 1 wasn’t 17, 

I was IS." 

Mr Scrivener accused her of 
being “caught out” by the de- 
fence evidence and told hen “If 
my client had been convicted at 
the last trial it would have been 
on the basis ft happened in 1988, 
to a 17-year-old." 

The case continues. 
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ie Baths at Hammat Gader 

Eudocia Augusta 

mdess marvels have I seen in life, endless wonders, 
even with a thousand tongues, who could teU your fame, 

ie spa, too great to grasp by mere mortals. 
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As these photographs show. 
Kodak's new £130 APS camera 
cannot compensate for pictures 
with high levels of contrast, 
one of the most common prob- 
lems in amateur photographs. 

The photographs, taken by 
Indeperulent photographer Tbny 
Buckingham, also indicate that 
the benefits of APS have not 
spread to the processing of pic- 
tures. Because the panoramic 
picture was taken with APS, ft 
had lu be developed at a labo- 
ratory in Birmingham for Ko- 
dak. The entire picture is 
overexposed, compared to the 
other photo, which was devel- 
oped in a darkroom at the 
Independent. 

Henry Rees, technical ser- 
vices manager at Kodak UK, 
said “This is purely a function 
of how the processing lab print- 
ed it. What APS can do in terms 
of getting information to the 
photo's processor docs not ex- 
tend to manipulating (he con- 
trast." 

That was a task for the per- 
son developing (he photo in the 
processing lab or shop. 



How they compare 


The upper photo, taken 
with Kodak's £130 Advan 
tix 3600ix Advanced Phot- 
System camera, is a 
panoramic view of a lamp 
post on the north of the 
Thames, on the Embank- 
ment The wide contrast 
range between the dark 
ironwork in the fbregrounc 
and the lighter sky and 
buildings has created a 
classic problem: detail is 
lost. The photograph has 
also been overexposed in 
its processing by a high 
street laboratory. 

The lower photo, taken us 
ing an Olympus OM-1 
camera costing more thar 
£600, show the effects ol 
a sensitive light-metering 
system and careful pro- 
cessing; details of the iror 
work are visible in the 
foreground, but so are 
those in the background, r 
tiie sky and the opposite 
riverbank. 

Photographs: Tony 
Buckingham 
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Transport 

paper opts 

' for the 
easy route 


.HmSTIAN WOIMAR 
ansport correspondent 

he Government yesterday 
iled away from controversy in 
i long-awaited Green Paper on 
■ansport by avoiding firm de- 
mons on most of tbe thorny 
jestions raised by last year’s 
ansport debate. 

In wbal is a very anodyne re- 
HEATwnse to that debate which was 
Hometiated by the then Secretary 
' State for Transport, Brian 
The lawhinney, the aim seems to 
Stephive been to avoid any hostages 
el mui fortune in the forthcoming 
vowe<ection hus ting s. The Paper was 
justicfuncdiately condemned as a 
vate fimp squib by environmental- 
men ts and the roads lobby alike. 

Me Issues like road pricing, tax- 
fathe g staff car parks, privatising 
lieve ,c roads, and restricting private 
what if use in town centres are 
Ntrgely ignored, and there are 
Knig w suggestions on how to cope 
20, with ever-increasing traffic. But 
Baik one of the few measures like- " 
witns to attract controversy, the 
Movemment has left the door 
had ben for councils to charge 
cuticiad users in congested areas, 
only While the Government is 
pid munitted to road tolling on 
ing kuorways and busy inter-urban 
stndc roads, there is only one 
suffiiort paragraph on the subject 
Thich emphasises that new leg- 

mitt 67 


islation would be required, en- 
suring nothing can be done be- 
fore an election. 

On charging or taxing em- 
ployees who use staff car parks, 
the" Paper says the Govern- 
ment is “prepared to explore the 
area further but at the moment 
is “not persuaded of the case for 
seeking enabling legislation”. 

In one of the few sections wel- 
comed by environmentalists, 
the Government is to ensure 
councils have a greater say in 
(he trunk road network; they wiU 
be able to put forward objec- 
tions before plans are drawn up 
rather than afterwards. 

At a briefing yesterday. Sir 
George Young, the Secretary of 
State for Transport, who has 
been forced in Cabinet argu- 
ments to tone down the Paper 
lest it appear anti-motorist, 
said the report contained “many 
nuggets” but was unable to list 
any apart from the decision to 
set up a national telephone en- 
1 quiry bureau for train services. 

Edmund King, campaigns 
manager for the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club (RAC), said: “It’s 
paralysis by analysis. This report 
could have been written by an 
undergraduate. It contains vir- 
tually no polity.” 

■ ‘ Transport, the Way Forward', 
HMSO. 13Spp, £15 70 
Road going nowhere, page IS 


Jack Straw, Labour's home af- 
fairs spokesman, yesterday 
duced unpublished official 
figures which he said showed a 
rising tide of disorder and anti- 
social behaviour, despite falls in 


the official crime rate, writes 
John RentonL 
He said the statistics - 
collected by the police in order 
to work out government fund- 
ing - showed a 12 per cent rise 


in disturbances, in 1994-5. The 
figures cover a range of inci- 
dents from drunkenness and 
domestic disputes to neigh- 
bourhood quarrels and tres- 
pass but can also include 



Major finds 


everyday disturbances. Mr 
Straw said: “Anti-social behav- 
iour ty neighbours, incivility and 
loutishness in town centres is 
rarely reflected in recorded 
crime figures. 


Yet it can hugely damage the 
quality of people’s lives. It can 
lead to people boycotting town 
centres and becoming prisoners 
in their own homes." 

Photograph: Edward llebb 


candidate for dreamland 


'dilemma of congestion 


turn 

P°J*he need to cope with the 
kniv-owing congestion crisis has 
one :en the motivating force be- 
Tlnd the national transport de- 
be sole, writes Christian Wolmar. 
Cro» The amount of traffic was fore- 
car list to go up by between 83 per 
the ent and 142 per cent between 
BJS8 and 2025. The pro- road- 
sol iuil ding group, the British Roads 
lion deration, calculates that in 
the ie past 10 years, traffic has in- 
dowcased by an average of one- 
dee iird on all roads, with 61 percent 
poli’owth on motorways. 

flaw 

havi m^ m 

the 


In the introduction to the 
Green Paper, Sir George Young 
put the problem in a nutshell: 
“Traffic growth highlights the 
question of whether the aim* of 
widening choice, of improving 
the competitiveness of our econ- 
omy and protecting tbe envi- 
ronment ... can be reconciled." 

But the paper has failed to 
come up with a strong pro- 
gramme for national govern- 
ment to reduce congestion. 
Instead, it relies on local au- 
thorities to tackle the problem. 


C loud-cuckoo-land is m 
danger of becoming 
overcrowded. Having 
consigned his more rabid Euro- 
sceptics to dreamland on 
Wednesday, John Major yes- 
terday fingered Gordon Brown, 
the shadow Chancellor, as an- 
other suitable resident. 

The Prime Minister warned 
that the Tories would tell every 
family in the land that Labour 
planned a tax rise of £560 a year 
for each child taking A-levels. 

Mr Brown last week pro- 
posed ending child benefit for 
16- to 18-year-olds in full-time 
education qualify and putting 
the £700m raised directly into 
their schooling. 

Mr Majors attack came at 
Question Time after Tim Ren- 
ton, a former Tory chief whip, 
endorsed his declaration that 
those who thought Britain could 
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Goodwin 


be a trading haven outside the 
European Union were living m 
“Cloud-cuckoo-land". 

The. Prime Minister's re- 
marks in a speech to the Insti- 
tute of Directors in London was 
intended to scotch talk of pos- 
sible withdrawal from the EU. 

But Mr Renton had another 
target Pointing out that the orig- 
inal Cloud-cuckoo-land was “an. 
imaginary city built in the air by 
the birds", he went on: “Woald 
that not be a suitable destination 


pns 
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too, for those who think they can 
vote Labour without seeing 
their personal and business tax- 
es going sky high?” 

Not only personal and busi- 
ness taxes, Mr Major replied. “It 
now seems that anyone who is 
Hi-advised enough to encourage 
their youngster to stay on and 
take A-levels will lose £560 of 
child benefit every year.” 

It was not just a question of 
the withdrawal of child benefit, 
because the benefit was a tax al- 
lowance, he said. “This is the di- 
rect equivalent pf a tax increase 
of £560 for every family with 
children taking A-levels." 

Turning to the shadow Chan- 
cellor, he added: “It’s no point 
in Mr Brown shaking his head 
-rit’s his policy, it’s nonsense 
and we intend to tell every 
family in the land about it," 

However, it is not just Tory 


scorn that Mr Brown has to wor- 
ry about. Sixteen Labour left- 
wingers have signed a motion 
stating that the maintenance of 
universal child benefit is “an es- 
sential part of the welfare state". 
Though nominally addressed 
to the Government, the motion 
is in reality a shot across the 
bows of the shadow Chancellor. 

T ony Blair, however, fo- 
cused on the Prime Min- 
ister’s difficulties over the 
Family Law Bill after 165 Tories, 
including four Cabinet nrinisters, 
voted to extend lo 18 months the 
“cooling off period" before 
most couples can gel a divorce. 
The revolt showed “the humil- 
iating state to which Mr Major's 
authority has been reduced" 

“I think most people have an 
increasingly dear view of his 
government,” the Labour 


leader said. “This was a gov- 
ernment Bill ... and this vote 
wasn’t just about the amend- 
ment. It was fundamentally 
about the eLhos of the Bill and 
the direction of the Conserva- 
tive Party." 

An angry Mr Major was 
called to order by Speaker Bet- 
ty Booihroyd as he accused Mr 
Blair of being “deliberately mis- 
leading ' — an unparliamentary 
charge. “I have made it dear that 
on the issues of fault and other 
issues of conscience this would 1 
be a genuinely free vole " ! 

But Mr Blair persisted. The 
Prime Minister’s real problem 
was that every member of his 
Cabinet had a future agenda but 
him. “And until he gets one and 
asserts it, this countiy will con- 
tinue to suffer from’ the most 
feeble Government in living 
memory," he said. 
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CQLIN BROWN 

Stephen Dorrell. Secretary of 
State for Health, is urging Cab- 
inet colleagues to * 

White Paper giving hope to me 
elderly facing high costs for 
long-term care because he fears 
it will be seen as a bribe in next 
week’s local elections. 

Mr Dorrell fears that the con- 
sultation paper will become 
embroiled in a foil-scale polit- 
ical row if it is published as 
planned two days before the lo- 
cal elections, in which the tones 
are braced for heavy losses. 

Postponing it could be em- 
barrassing for the Prime Mmfc" 
ter, who made a promise in ms 
keynote speech to the Tory par- 
ty conference in Harrogate that 
the paper would be published 
before the end of the month. 

The insurance industry, 
which is likely to gain more busi- 
ness from the plans, is geared 
up for an announcement next 
Tuesday. The insurance com- 
pany PPP, which advised the 
Government on the scheme, is 
one of the firms expecting it to 
he announced next week. 

But the Independent has 
learnt that Mr Dorrell has 
urged Michael Heseltine. the 
Deputy Prime Minister re- 
sponsible for coordinating gov- 
ernment announcements, to 
allow him to postpone the un- 
veiling of the document until af- 
ter the elections on 2 May. 

The scheme will tiy to answer 
growing protests from “middle 
England" — the centre ground 
hotly contested by Labour — that 
elderly people are being forced 
to sell their homes to qualify for 
siaie-fonded long-term care. 

Mr Major told Tory sup- 
porters in March: “Next month, 
we’ll set out our proposals to 
deal with this challenge to help 
protect the family home and 
lifetime's savings.’’ 

L’nder the scheme, people 
would he allowed to disregard 
the value of the insurance thev 
take out against their assets, and 
ihey would qualify for state-aid- 
ed long-term care; insurance 
valued at £60,000 would allow 
up to £60,000 in assets to be 
kept, before a person would lose 
state aid for long-term care. 
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Kremlin and 


China hail ties 


of friendship 


RESA POOLE 

■king 


le Presidents of Russia and 
lina yesterday hailed a new 
trategic partnership’* to take 
»ir countries into the 21st cen- 
ty with a champagne toast. 

< ’a day marked by mutual 
dara lions of support over dif- 
ult international issues. Pres- 
ent Jiang Zemin bolstered 
>ris Yeltsin's opposition to the 
stern expansion of Nato. 
HEAThiic Russia's President backed 
Home iina over Taiwan and Tibet. 

After a two-hour summit 
The meting. Mr Yelisin said Mr 
Slephting “resolutely joined Russia's 
eimurew that Nato's expansion 
vowed ward its borders is imper- 
justiccissible". The Chinese For- 
vate pgn Ministry spokesman. Shen 
men cuofang, later quoted China's 
Ne'esident as expressing “his 
fathenderstanding and support for 
lieve ie Russian position on this 
what lesuon ” He quoted Mr Jiang 
Nei saying: “The expansion of 


Both countries deny they are 
forming an’alliance. But a suc- 
cessful visit at this time is clear- 
ly In ibe interests of both 
presidents. Mr Yeltsin faces 
elections in June at home, while 

China is at loggerheads with the 

United States on several is- 
sues. Yesterday’s Sino-Russian 
political declaration, in a point- 
ed reference to the West and to 
Washington in particular, 
warned: “Hege monism, power 
politics and repeated imposition 
of pressure on other countries 


contradicting the Russian Pres- 
ident, made it clear Peking still 
believed “peaceful nuclear ex- 



plosions" should be excluded 
from the treaty. 



Knighilitary alliance in the post- 
20. wold-War era would not serve 
Bailey: interests of all. and is not 
witnetnsisiem with the trend of 
Mi»e times." 

had b Previously, China has said Lhe 
cutionestion of Nato's extension was 
only niy of concern to the parties 
said tvolved. 

mg a The signing by the presi- 
and scuts of a third Joint Statement 
suffic tween the two countries in the 
Threat Hall of the People ap- 
mitta are to mark the wannest pe- 
deferod of Sino-Russian relations 
terinpee the early days of the 
fantaiinese People's Republic. 
turinjMr Yeltsin said: “I can't 
polidme a single question on 
kniveiich we would have different 
one oinions." Mr Jiang was equal- 
Th fulsome. “Sino-Russian 
be seendly relations have entered 
Crowo a new age." he said, 
earl i i 



Boris Yeltsin and Jiang Zemin: 
Agreed on Nato and Tibet 


have continued to occur. Bloc 
politics has taken up new man- 
ifestations. World peace and 
development still face serious 
challenges.” 

In order not to let details 
spoil the atmosphere, both sides 
sidestepped the fact that Chi- 
na is still at odds with the oth- 
er nuclear powers over the 
Comp rehensive Test Ban Treaty 
(CTBT). Mr Yelisin said 
China had agreed to reach an 
agreement on a complete end 
to nuclear tests by the end of the 
year. However, the Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, while not 


from the treaty. 

“As for peaceful explosions, 
it is clear China has its own po- 
sition, but I also see scholars and 

experts do not see eye to eye on 
this subject either. Therefore 
there should be further discus- 
sions in' this regard,” Mr Shen 
said. He would not say whether 
China would stop other tests 
when the treaty was signed, or 
at a later ratification date. 

The two presidents agreed 
China and Russia win hold reg- 
ular meetings and a telephone 
“hot-line” would be set up be- 
tween Moscow and Peking. 
Plans for a hot-line between 
Peking and Washington are no 
longer under discussion, said the 
Foreign Ministry spokes man. 

There was also a mutual de- 
sire to speed up negotiations on 
the reduction of nulitaiy forces 
along the 4.300km border. The 
common border would be one 
of “peace, tranquillity, friend- 
ship^ and good-neighbourli- 
ness*’, said the joint statement. 

Mr Yeltsin said Russia fully 
adhered to One- China” pol- 
icy, would not establish official 
ties with Taiwan, and offered a 
“firm, resolute and clear-cut” 
position on Tibet being part of 
China. In return. Mr Jiang said 
the question of Chechnya was 
a “domestic affair" of Russia. 
He also backed Russia's wish for 
admission to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Co-operation body. 

Widespread economic links 
were promised, covering nuclear 
energy, machine building, 
aviation, space, agriculture, 
communications and high tech- 
nology. However, there was no 
mention of any agreement over 
sales of military equipment 








Aftermath: Chernobyl after the world's worst nuclear accident 10 years ago, Ahead of today’s anniversary a spokesman admitted aP 

caused a minor release of radiation yesterday, but it had been cleaned up and there was no environmental threat 


Lithuanians take pride in their Chernobyl 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Ignalina, Lithuania 


“For 10 years, people have been 
saying that this is another Cher- 
nobyl just waiting to happen. 
Well, it has not ht^ipened. And 
it is not going to happen. I can 
give you a firm guarantee “ 

As technical director of the 
Ignalina nuclear power plant in 
Lithuania, Gennadij Negrivoda 
is used to being on the defen- 
sive. The two reactors at the 
plant are among the 15 that 
share the same design as the in- 
famous reactor number four .at 
Chernobyl that exploded 10 
years ago yesterday. 

A1 though they have been 
significant^ improved over the 


past decade, they are frequently 
singled out by western nuclear 
power experts as among the 
most dangerous in the world 
“In my view they are no 
worse than some of the early 
western nuclear power sta- 
tions,” insists Mr Negrivoda, 


squinting over every word “But 
anyway, in the time since Cher- 


anyway, in the time since Cher- 
nobyl they have been trans- 


formed into different reactors. 
They simply could not explode* 

Safe or not, the power plant 
at Ignalina is here to stay, at 
least for the foreseeable future. 

Built when Lithuania 'be- 
longed to the Soviet Union, the 
plant was designed to provide 
cheap power for all three Baltic 
states, and Belarus. 


Lithuanians initially viewed 
it with hostility, but changed 
their time after gaining inde- 
pendence in 1991 and began to 
view the facility with pride. 

By then they were also totally 
dependent on it. The two reac- 
tors in operation at Ignalina now 
generate more than SO percent 
of Lithuania's power, and clos- 
ing them would plunge the 
country into darkness. 

7b those in the West who 
clamour for Ignalina to be 
closed Mr Negrivoda asks: 
Where else are we going to get 
our electricity from? And who 
is going to pay for it? 

Of the 15 RMBK Chemobyl- 
slyle reactors still operating in 
Russia, Ukraine and Lithuania, 


the two at Ignalina are the 
biggest and the most modern- 

Modernity, however, is not 
the word that springs to mind 
on passing through the set of 
control barriers at the entrance 
to the plant. Here at “Check- 
point Charlie” - as the controls 
are termed by the plant's 5,000- 
strong workforce the plant has 
an outdated, run-down feel. 

That image is reinforced out- 
side by the sight of rusty cranes 
hovering over the foundations 
of a third reactor, the building 
of which was abandoned fol- 
lowing public protests shortly af- 
ter the Chernobyl explosion. 

In the immediate wake of the 
disaster, the Soviet Union mod- 
ified the RMBK reactors aimed 


at ensuring nothing like it could 
ever happen again. 

Despite Western assistance, 
Ienalina continued to be 
plagued by frequent mishaps, 
most worryingiy the disappear- 
ance in 1992 of a fuel rod now 
believed to have been stolen. 

Such incidents have not 
helped convince the doubters 
that, in addition to technical im- 
provements, the plant is now in- 
fused with the “culture of 
safety" in the workplace. 

But according to Mr Ne- 
grivoda, these are routine oc- 
currences. “All reactors have 
their weak points - even in the 
West - and that is how it should 
be. The point is, though, we are 
trying to improve all the time.” 


Nato overtures place Ukraine in strategic dilemma 
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the c- the west lies Nato, apparently 
nessdicated to expanding into 
prisistem Europe. To the east lies 

jssia, apparently determined 

bring back most former 
iviet republics under its 
fluence. 

No wonder these are trou- 
ing times for Ukraine, a coun- 
/of 52 million people that has 
irefy recovered from the sur- 
ise of gaining independence 
1991 before discovering that 


it risks turning into a flashpoint 
between two new Western and 
Eastern" blocs. 

Nato s enlargement clearly 
seems attractive to govern- 
ments in the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland keen to 
lock themselves permanently 
into Western institutions. But 
for leaders in Kiev the expan- 
sion of the Atlantic alliance is 
a process which, if mishandled 
could threaten the Integrity 
and independence of the 
Ukrainian stale itself. 

Despite Western assurances 


that Nato's enlargement wiD not 
threaten Russia, President Boris 
Yeltsin and his advisers have 
indicated that the Kremlin will 
react vigorously if Nato goes 
ahead Seen from Ukraine, the 
greatest concern is that Moscow 
will seek to accelerate the po- 
litical and militaiy integration 
of the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States (CIS), the 
loose association of newly sov- 
ereign countries that replaced 
the Soviet Union. 

Under President Leonid 
Kuchma, and his predecessor. 


Leonid Kravchuk, Ukraine has 
opposed closer integration of 
the CIS, fearing it asafirststep 
to being dragged back under 
Moscow’s controL Leaders took 
it as a bad sign when Mr Yeltsin 
issued a decree last September 
that envisaged the transforma- 
tion of the CIS into a Russian- 
led security alliance. 

Matters have grown even 
more serious for Ukraine this 
year. The Russian parliament’s 
condemnation of the treaty 
that abolished the Soviet Union 
was quickly followed by the 


announcement of a new union 
between Russia and Belarus, a 
pro-Russian stale which borders 
Ukraine. 

Then Mr Yeltsin postponed 
a visit to Kiev on the grounds 
that Ukraine was delaying an 
agreement on how to divide up 
the former Soviet Black Sea 
fleet, based in the Ukrainian 
peninsula of Crimea. To crown 
everything, Mr Yeltsin’s chief 
opponent in next June’s presi- 
dential election in Russia, Gen- 
nady Zyuganov, is a Communist 
who stands for the Soviet 


Union's restoration, albeit by 
peaceful means. 

Significantly, all these implicit 
threats to Ukraine’s indepen- 
dence have emerged even be- 
fore Nato has set out a precise 
timetable for incorporating 
Poland and other states. As- 
suming that it eventually an- 
nounces such a timetable, there 
are several ways for Russia to 
tighten the screw on Ukraine. 

One is to deploy extra Russ- 
ian military forces in Belarus. 
Another is to exploit Ukraine's 
dependence on Russia for oil 


and gas. A third point of vul- 
nerability for Ukraine lies in the 


nerability for Ukraine lies in the 
fact that ethnic Russian ma- 
jorities who are not noticeably 
enthusiastic about Ukrainian 
statehood dominate Crimea 
and parts of eastern Ukraine. 

Mr Yeltsin has avoided play- 
ing these cards, but it is easy to 
imagine a tougher Russian pol- 
icy in the event of Nato's ex- 
pansion. especially if the next 
president in the Kremlin is not 
a reformer. With Ukrainian 
nationalism enjoying its 
strongest support in western 


Ukraine, there is an obvious risk 
that Nato’s enlargement, am- 
pled with a hardline Russian re- 
sponse, could jeopardise unity. 

Faced with this prospect, of- 
ficials in Kiev say Nato should 
take the utmost care, when ex- 
panding, not to isolate Russia 
or undermine Ukraine’s secu- 
rity. Best of all. according to 
Deputy Foreign Minister, Kon- 
styantyn Hryshchenko. would be 
for Nato to transform itself into 
a “Euro-Atlantic security or- 
ganisation” that would include 
Russia and Ukraine. 
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War in Lebanon: Villagers flee as Israeli jets bomb rural roads and reservoirs "[Jj^JQQg thrCcitGIl Kohl 

Shattered lives cast adrift over welfare cuts 

on the broken highways ™ sss 

lb an effort to revive the coun- from the federal budget, the now DM200 per month, is to be 
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ROBERT FISK 

Ein Baal, southern Lebanon 

The sound of the Israeli jets 
power-diving over the main 
road from Tyre to Qana sent us 
scurrying to the window. There 
was a rumble of- bombs to the 
east and black fingers of smoke 
shot into the sky. When we 
reached the scene of the air 
strike, there was a 30ft crater in 
the highway and the olive trees 
were blessed with a line grey 
dust from the explosion. The Is- 
raelis were cutting the roads all 
across southern Lebanon. 

Over the hills of this poor, 
stony land, they were blowing 
up the ancient highways, iso- 
lating Qana from Tyre. TIbnin 
from Qana, Ghandouriyeh 
from the Litani river. They 
have now bombed three of the 
bigger water reservoirs, cutting 
water from 20 villages in the 
north, another 15 to the south, 
turning fertility into a future 
desert “I had SOU goals," a mid- 
dle-aged farmer lamented to me 
in the village of Kneyseh, as the 
jets howled over us. “Now 400 
of them have died for want of 
food and the rest wilt die soon. 
The Israelis are driving out 
those of us who wish to remain 
on our land.” 

And, he might have added, 
stopping the brave young sol- 
diers of the United Nations 
peacekeeping force - driving 
every day through Israeli shell- 
fire - from delivering the sup- 
plies which allow these lough 
Lebanese villagers to ding to 
their homes and land under the 
Israeli artillery bombardment. 
Convoys of bedding and of 
grain for livestock are humming 
south along the coast road, 
past Israel's three marauding 
gunboats but after yesterday's 
air strikes, they will be strand- 
ed in Tyre, unable to take their 
vehicles down the broken roads 
to those who so desperately 
need their supplies. 

The Israelis will no doubt ar- 
gue that their road-blasting is in- 
tended to hinder the 
movements of the Hizbollah, 
whom they still claim to be at- 
tacking after 15 days of their 
multi-billion dollar 'Grapes of 
Wath’ epic. But the Hizbollah, 
as the Israelis should know 
very well, come from the south 
and living among these hills, liv- 
ing at night in the orchards, 
walking between villages, avoid- 
ing the dangerous roads. 

The scale of the war in south- 
ern Lebanon - and of Israel's 
debacle in this hopeless conflict 
- is obvious to the UN statisti- 



Israeli soldiers’ helmets resting on 155mm artillery shells during a lull in fighting yesterday Photograph: Nati Hamik 


cians who daily log the outgo- 
ing and incoming fire of both Is- 
rael and the Hizbollah. In the 
14 days since Israel's offensive 
began, for example, UN troops 
have recorded 523 Israeli air 
strikes in just their own area of 
operations, along with 23,000 Is- 
raeli artillery rounds fired into 
Lebanon. 

But in the same period, the 
Hizbollah have managed to fire 
1.100 Katyusha rockets at 
northern Israel - more in a fort- 
night than in the past 20 years 
- and were yesterday still retal- 
iating with missile fire for Is- 
rael’s destruction of the very 
infrastructure of southern 
Lebanon. 

But the Lebanese are a re- 
sourceful people, and within 
hours of the air strikes they were 
driving their cars and vans 
around the massive bomb crater 
at Ein Baal, ploughing through 
the grey earth of the olive 
groves. The UN’s Irish battal- 
ion was cut off in Tibnin by the 
Israeli road bombing, but by 
midday. Sergeant Thomas 
Byrne, Trooper John Hanley 
and their colleagues were ma- 
noeuvring their big SISU UN 
armoured vehicles along the 


same track through the or- 
chard, the radio aerials of the 
Finnish-made personnel carri- 
ers thwacking into the branch- 
es of the olive trees. 

Relations between the UN 
and the Israelis are deteriorat- 
ing almost as rapidly as Israel's 
disastrous military operation is 
collapsing. Ttoo days ago, Israeli 
officers made it clear that UN 
personnel could report their 
movements but would receive 
no more “safe clearance”. If UN 
soldiers were close to a village 
from which Katyushas were 
fired, the Israelis would fire back 
and the UN would have to 
take the consequences. This 
warning, it should be remem- 
bered. came from an army 
which massacred 120 Lebanese 
refugees in a UN compound 
only a week ago because two 
Katyushas had been fired 350 
yards from the posL 

From the old village of 
Shaiyetieh, its homes built with 
the stones from a long-pillaged 
castle, we could watch the Israeli 
assault yesterday, plumes of 
Mack smoke rising from the gen- 
tle hills around us and - just 
once - we caught a glimpse of 
an Israeli jet falling like an 


arrow inLo a cloud. “We wfll live never, never.” The soldiers 
here or be taken from here to from Norway and Ireland and 
our cemetery,” a woman in a Sweden and Poland watched her 
dark gown shouted at the UN in silence, 
soldiers who bad brought food Are these, then, to be ghost 
tothe 100 people of her village, villages in a depopulated land, 

a firee-fire zone for both sides 
as Israel's fruitless offensive 
moves darkly into a third week? 


“There are no Hizbollah here 
but the Israelis want us out, 
away from our land. Never, 


IMRE KARACS 
Bonn 

U an effort to revive the coun- 
try's economy and make it fit for 
European Monetaiy Union, 
the German government yes- 
terday launched a concerted 
attack on the welfare state, tar- 
geting social expenditure and 
workers' rights in one swoop. 

By signing up for the most 
Stringent austerity programme 
since the Second World War, 
the parties in Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl's centre-right coali- 
tion declared open season on 
the country* s sacred cows. Sick 
pay. unemployment benefit and 
pensions mil bear the brum of 
cuts in the social safety net: the 
burgeoning government bu- 
reaucracy can look forward to 
massive redundancies and no 
pay rises for the survivors. 

The package, greeted wiLh 
caution by the business world 
and howls of derision from the 
unions, marks the beginning of 
the end for Germany's much- 
vaunted consensus' politics. 
The unions are contemplating 
strikes and threatening to 
consume no more beer and 
sandwiches with Mr Kohl. The 
opposition Social Democrats 
have warned of gridlock when 
the measures reach the upper 
chamber of parliament. 

The Chancellor has hit back 
by putting his case directly to the 
people, in a letter to the mass- 
circulation BUd Zeilung. “ If we 
don’t act now, then more jobs 
will be lost,” he wrote. “Our 
social welfare state would no 
longer be affordable.” 

The government needs to 
slash 75bn German marks 
(JE34bn) from next year's pub- 
lic expenditure in order to bring 
the deficit below the 3 per cent 
of GDP dictated by the Maas- 
tricht Treaty. Under the “Pro- 
gramme for more growth and 


employment”, to be submitted 
to the Bundestag today, savings 
will come in equal measure 
from the federal budget, the 
regional and local authorities 
and the complex system of 
social insurance. 

The latter is the most con- 
tentious. In taking a suing at 
sick pay, the Chancellor has 
rekindled the nation's deep- 
sealed fears about illness and 
poverty. Under the present sys- 
tem, workers on sick leave are 



Kohl in parliament: Passage 
of reform not yet in the bag 

entitled to full pay, overtime 
included. This has frequently 
enabled them to earn in their 
sick beds more than their basic 
pay. The new rules will guar- 
antee only 80 per cent of basic 
pay in the first six weeks of sick 
leave, although in-house agree- 
ments in larger corporations are 
likely to remain more generous. 
For employees of small outfits, 
however, a new age will dawn 
on 1 January. 

The national pension funds 
wfll also nuke savings, following 
the decision to raise the pension 
age for women from 60 by at 
least three years, for men from 
63 to 65, and to curtail early 
retirement schemes which 


amount to state-subsidised 
redundancy. A planned 10-per- 
cent increase in child benefit, 
now DM200 per month, is to be 
postponed. The growing ranks 
of the unemployed will be hit by 
a shrinking dole. 

“The right direction but nol 
the right pace.” commented 
the head of the National Em- 
ployers’ Federation, Hans-Olaf 
Henkel. The unions were less 
guarded. “The catalogue of 
horrors demanded by the em- 
ployers and planned by parts of 
the coalition is completely 
misguided,” said Dieter Schulte, 
Chairman of the German 
Labour Federation. “It would 
not create a single job.” 

The unions fear Mr Kohl is 
harnessing the crisis to rebuild 
the foundations of Germany's 
economic model. Among the 
government measures is a plan 
to loosen the rigid laws on dis- 
missals, bringing Germany clos- 
er to the hire -and -fire climate 
of Britain and the US. Under 
the new law, employees of small 
companies will have no pro- 
tection ag ains t dismissal. 

The Chancellor also intends 
to cut companies’ wage burdens, 
which are boosted by vast social 
security contributions. The cost 
of German labour is the high- 
est in the world, forcing com- 
panies to relocate abroad. If it 
was cut, business leaders argue, 
German industry could again 
compete on the world stage. 
Next year will see a new wave 
of cuts and the start of the over- 
haul of the tax system. 

The unions are not going to 
take it lying down. "'We will slop 
this drift to unbridled capital- 
ism." pledged Klaus ZwickeL 
leader of the largest union, 1G- 
MetaH. It is doubtful he will suc- 
ceed. Union membership is 
falling and with more than 4 mil- 
lion workers on the dole, mili- 
tancy is in decline. 


Talks move Israel 
close to ceasefire 
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PATRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

Israel is close to a ceasefire in 
Lebanon after six days of neg- 


otiations by Warren Christo- 
pher, the US Secretary of State, 
Israeli television reported last 


night. 

The written agreement, the 
report said, was being finalised 
in Jerusalem and Damascus. 

The terms of the ceasefire - 
after the 15-day bombardment 
of south Lebanon by Israel - in- 
clude an early resumption of 
peace talks between Syria and 
Israel, Syria to rein in Hizbol- 
lah, the Lebanese guerrilla 
movement, and the ceasefire to 
be monitored by a committee 
consisting of Israel, the United 
US and Syria. 

It is unclear if two of the main 
points of disagreement have 
been resolved. These centre 
on Israel’s demand for an end 
to attacks by Lebanese guerril- 
las on Israeli troops occupying 
south Lebanon and Israels 
right to retaliate by firing into 
Lebanese villages. Israeli tele- 
vision said the breakthrough 
came, when Mr Christopher 
threatened to abandon his shut- 
tle talks and Shimon Peres, the 
Israeli Prime Minister, said he 
would escalate the conflict. 

Even with a written agree- 
ment, the real price paid by 
Syria, Israel. Lebanon and 
Hizbollah for a ceasefire may be 
unclear because of ummnen 
understandings. In the past Syr- 
ia has said it supports the right 
of resistance of Hizbollah in 
south Lebanon and opposes Is- 
rael’s right to retaliate against 

civilian villages- Mr P ^ r ^' 5- 
his part, needs to show Israeh 
voters that he has made gams 
though launching Operation 
GrapS of Wrath 

Earlier, Israel app^fdtobe 
expanding the area it s bom- 
barding with an airstrip 

"Sybase of the Poplar 

Sf for the Liberation of 
Palestine - General Command. 


This is a Palestinian movement 
led by Ahmed Jibril which re- 
jects the Oslo accords. The 
real reason for the attack is 
probably lo increase pressure on 
Syria since Mr Jibril is a Syrian 
ally and the base is in part of the 
Bekaa valley controlled by Syr- 
ian troops. 

Mr Christopher met with 
President Assad yesterday in 
what diplomats say is the cul- 
mination of his six-day shuttle 
between Jerusalem and Dam- 
ascus. In addition to rejecting 
Israel’s demand for effective im- 
munity from attack for its 
troops in the occupation zone 
and the right to fire into 
Lebanese villages, Mr Assad 




Warren Christopher Six days 
In Jerusalem and Damascus 

bad earlier turned down an Is- 
raeli demand that he take re- 
sponsibility for restraining 

Hizb ollah. . 

Israel's public posture s to as- 
sert that it can continue its bom- 
bardment as long as it wants m 
the face of intense diplomatic 
pressure and unfavourable pub- 
liritv in the international radio. 
A senior Israeh military officer 
said yesterday that the mam 

message was that “Israel sgo- 

jn« to need stamina and pa- 
tience”. He asserted that the 
ability of Hizbollah to fire 
Ltviba rockets into northern 

IS ?n 1 2WW0 shells 
and 523 air strikes launched by 


Israel - going by figures from 
UN officers in the area - have- 
failed to achieve their aim of 
suppressing Katyusha fire. Since 
11 April some 1,000 Katyusha 
have been fired. The Israeli 
army said yesterday that it has 
killed 50 Hizbollah, though the 
guerrillas say their losses are 
lower. More certain are the fig- 
ures for civilian losses with at 
least 155 Lebanese dead as 
against three Israeh civilians 
seriously wounded. 

Israeli polls show that so far 
Mr Peres has gained tittle 
through Grapes of Wrath except 
to alienate Arab- Israeh’ voters. 
But the right-wing Likud party 
is preparing to blame him for 
grossly mismanaging the cam- 
paign, unless he can show that 
be has improved on the 1993 un- 
derstanding, brokered by Mr 
Christopher, with Syria and 
Hizbollah.. - 

An ominous development 
for Mr Peres are the signs that 
Hamas, the Islamic militant 
movement, is preparing to send 
more suicide bombers into Is- 
raeli cities. The body of a sui- 
cide bomber, who kilied himself 
accidentally, was discovered 
yesterday on a soccer field in 
south Jerusalem. 

The government found po- 
litical triumph, however, in the 
revocation of clauses offensive 
to Israel by three quarters of the 
Palestinian National Council 
meeting in Gaza. It may respond 
by partly withdrawing from He- 
bron in the south of the West 
Bank as early as this week-end. 

Mr Peres said the revocation 
was: “the greatest ideological 
change of the century”, adding 
he had always said “Arafat 
could be trusted”. He will use 
the change in the covenant to 
resume negotiations on the fi- 
lm! phase of the Oslo accords 
on 4 May. He must do this to 
conciliate Arab-Israelis, without 
whom he win lose the election, 
and to show Israeli voters that 
tharthe Oslo peace negotiations 
are alive ana welL 
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PHIL REEVES 

Grozny 

The successor to the Chechen 
leader, Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
killed in a Russian rocket attack 
this week, yesterday vowed to 
lead a holy war against Russia 
and promised to take the con- 
flict to “a new level”. 

Sitting less than a mile from 
the field in which Dudayev was 
killed by a Russian rocket, Ze- 
l imkhan Yandarbiyev showed 
little sign of being willing to 
compromise with the Kremlin, 
and called for a “popular up- 
rising” in Chechnya and across 
the Caucasus. 

Whtched over by a frail-Iook- 
ing bodyguard, the 44-year-old 
Chechen - a poet and former 
bricklayer -launched into an at- 
tack on the “mafioso-like” Rus- 
sia. and accused President Boris 
Yeltsin of being responsible for 
the 16-month war. 

“It is my firm purpose to 
bring peace to the Chechen 
people and. in the name of that 
peace, I will lead them in war,” 
Mr Yandarbiyev said. ‘1 will 
take the lead in a Jihad of the 
Chechen people in the name of 
Allah and their freedom." 

The appointment of the lit- 
tle known Chechen has led to 
speculation that he may be a 
temporary leader, fillingin un- 
til the separatist commanders 
settle the succession. But he 
gave no indication of planning 
to stand down soon. 

In an oration paying tribute 
to the dead general, Mr Yan- 
darbiyev praised his dignity, 
honesty and courage. “Someone 
had to lead from the front.” 

Mr Yandarbiyev, a vice-pres- 
ident during Dudayev’s three 
years in power, can hardly be 
perceived as soft on Russia so 
soon after the death of the 
general who died in a Russian 
rocket attack while speaking on 
a satellite telephone in a field 
in southern Chechnya. He is less 
flamboyant than his predeces- 
sor - but he may prove equal- 
ly difficult to negotiate with. 


As the new Chechen com- 
mander-in-chief outlined his 
plan to journalists at his rebel 
hideout the citizens of Grozny 
were in a state of denial. They 
seemed as reluctant to believe 
in their leader’s death as they 
are in President Yeltsin’s 
promised, but never-delivered, 
ceasefire. There was no evi- 
dence of the three-day mourn- 
ing period declared by the 
Chechen leadership. 

In southern villages - the 
heartland of rebel support - 
groups of elders sat praying. 

“I personally don’t believe he 
is dead,” said Nikolai Sam- 
biyev. 44, one of the team of 
workers clearing up the rubble 
of the now demolished presi- 
dential palace. 

“If a man dies, everyone 
gathers together. But there 
were only two or three, as if he 
were a dog.” 

Behind him three Soviet-era 
bulldozers ploughed through 
the tangled ruins of what was 
once Dudayev’s seat of power. 
“He was the first President. If 
be was dead, they would have 
done more.” 

The general’s death was con- 
firmed on the rebel-run presi- 
dential TV channel on Tuesday 
by Shamil Basayev, a top 
Chechen commander. There 
have been many lies told in 
Chechnya, but Grozny’s un- 
willingness to believe in Du- 
dayev's death is partly rooted in 
a reluctance to concede any vic- 
tory to the Russian troops who 
occupy their city. 

At a make-shift market stall. 
Tymisha was convinced the gen- 
eral's death would make no dif- 
ference. The war would cany on 
without him. she said. 

So, evidently, will the oppo- 
sition to Russia's presence in 
ibis remote republic. 

The soldiers provoke us all 
the time,” she said. “They fire 
their guns in time with music 
they hear on their headphones 
just to inspire fear in us, so that 
we remain in a permanent state 
of shock." 
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America finally agrees on its budget 
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Seven months and two partial 
government shutdowns late. 
Republicans and Democrats 
have finally agreed a 1996 fed- 
eral budget, and are sending sig- 
nals that even in this rancorous 
pre-election period a longer 
term balanced budget deal may 
not after all be out of reach. 

Of itself the spending pack- 
age agreed on "Wednesday 
evening by White House and 
Congressional negotiators and 
which President Bill Clinton 
will sign as soon as the Senate 
and House of Representatives 
have given their approval, does 
not tackle the root cause of the 
perennial United States budget 
deficit - die self-enlarging, seem- 
ingly unstoppable “entitlement” 
programmes of Medicare, Med- 
icaid and welfare. 

But a succession of scaled 
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Both sides claim victory and seek to tackle long term 
deficit, reports Rupert Cornwell in Washington 


back, stopgap bills since the 
original missed deadline of 1 
October 1995, has perforce re- 
duced the deficit, which is ex- 
pected to drop to around 
$140bn (£93bn) this year. That 
figure, the lowest since 1982, 
represents barely 2 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product, by 
international standards an em- 
inently respectable perfor- 
mance for which both parties 
were claiming victoiy. 

For John Kasicfa, the Repub- 
lican chairman of the House 
budget committee and often 
mentioned as a possible vice- 
presidenUal running mate for 
Senator Bob Dole this autumn. 
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the deal saved S30bn of spend- 
ing and “should be celebrated as 
the biggest downsizing of Vtesh- 
ington since World War Tvo". 
But the White House could not 
hide its own satisfaction, insist- 
ing that it had fended off truly 
draconian cuts sought by Re- 
publicans and scored major vic- 
tories on environmental and 
social programmes. 

In purely political terms, the 
undisputed winner of the bud- 

S battle of 1996 has been Mr 
ton, who positioned himself 
throughout as a rampart of 
reason and moderation against 
the “extremist” Congress of 
Speaker Newt Gingrich (and by 


extension Mr Dole). The gov- 
ernment shutdowns in particu- 
lar rebounded against the 
Republicans, reminding ordi- 
nary Americans that the “Big 
Government” they were sup- 
posed to despise actually ren- 
dered many valuable, even 
indispensable services. 

But if one battle is settled, 
others are about to open. First 
and foremost are negotiations 
for a 1997 budget, due to be 
completed in just five months' 
time, but which as the election 
draws closer may well prove 
even more gruelling than those 
belatedly completed this week. 

Hence the fresh talk of a bal- 


anced budget deal. The notion 
began almost in jest, a challenge 
casually thrown down by Mr 
Dole for one-on-one discussions 
between himself and the Pres- 
ident But the White House in- 
stantly accepted, leaving Mr 
Dole to ponder his next move. 

The calculation is delicate. 
Both sides are committed to bal- 
ancing the budget by 2002. and 
the plans they have proposed are 
not that different. Mr Doles 
problem is that to strike an 
agreement would allow the Pres- 
ident to claim a victoiy. But it 
would also show that he can live 
up to his constant campaign 
promise of being a man who 
“gets things done”. And as he 
trails Mr Clinton by 15 points 
in the polls and mutiny starts to 
ramble in Republican ranks, 
few gambles can do much harm. 
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Khan fields a party 

Delhi — Imran Khan, the 

former cricket s&r turned Isodal 
worker, launched a reform 

movement that he said marks 

the beginning of a battle against 
conopmo aod injostjee »> 
Pakistan, twites Thu McGirk- 

Ciller faces grilling 

Ankara -The Former Turkish 
prime minister, Tarisu Ciller, 
met with parly aides to assess 
their role m the ruling coalition 
after parliament voted to in- 
vestigate corruption charges 
against her. Reuter 

No dirt on Gonzalez 

Madrid — Spain’s Supreme 
Court investigator found no 
evidence to link the outgoing 
Prime Minister. Felipe Gonza- 
lez, to a 1980s “dirty war" on 
Basque separatists. Reuter 

Bosnia filing foes’ 

New York — The Muslim-led 
Bosnian government has dis- 
patched Iranian-trained com- 
mando units to kill or capture 
its enemies, The New Ibrk Tones 
reported. AP 

Drag lord in motion 

Bangkok — Burma's surren- 
dered drag lord. Khun Sa. has 
won the right to operate a bus 
company but Thai narcotics 
agents said -they feared he 
would move heroin as well as 
bus passengers. Reuter 

General retreats 

Asuncion — Paraguay's Presi- 
dent, Juan Carlos Wasmosy, 
said he will not fulfill a promise 
to make his rebellious army 
chief. General Lino Oviedo, De- 
fence Minis ter. Reuter 

Infidelity expected 

Paris —A French poll found 
more than three-quarters of 
those asked would not be 
shocked if President Jacques 
Chirac or the Queen turned out 
to be unfaithful Reuter 


Com makes a meal of Latin love 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 


Forget ginseng and oysters. If hearty winter filler in the north 

you really want to get into an Italian plains. 

amorous mood over the dinner Apparently, cornmeai is un- 


ually enticing than a big, sloppy 
bowl of polenta, the ground 
cornmeai mush eaten as a 
hearty winter filler in the north 
Italian plains. 
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amorous mood over the dinner Apparently, cornmeai is un- 

lable, you should stick to plain usually low in a hormone called 
old com. triptophaae, which along with a 

Tk a L at l easL - is die recom- related substance called sero- 
mendation of an Italian psy- tonin usually makes people 
chiatrist at the University of sleepy after they have eaten. Po- 
Geneva, WflJv Pasini, who has fenta is thus liable to keep you 
been writing about food and sex up until all hours, in every sense, 
for years. According to his lat- “Experiments with laborato- 

■V: : est research, copiously report- ly rats have shown that a solid 

‘ * — ^ ** ed in this month ’s issue of the maize diet over five days drives 


sleepy after they have eaten. Po- 
lenta is thus liable to keep you 
up untD all hours, in every sense. 

“Experiments with laborato- 
ry rats have shown that a solid 
maize diet over five da vs drives 


glossy magazine Class, there is . the little beasts into a frenzy of 
nothing in the kitchen more sex- copulation, even making them 


forget their sexual orientation.’* 
Professor Pasini reports. 

So does that mean that half 
of northern Italy jumps in and 
out of bed with each other, 
irrespective of gender, during 
periods of cold weather? No, ex- 
plains the professor, who is 
himself from Milan: humans can 
only lake so much polenta at 
any one sitting without becom- 
ing distinctly antisocial. “In 
very large doses, maize provokes 
flatulence.” he said. 

Professor Pasini, who is also 
a member of the Italian Cook- 
ery Academy, has some more 
conventional aphrodisiacs to of- 


fer. sparkling wine, seafood 
starters, fresh fruit, especially 
peaches, and chocolate. One 
more unusual suggestion is frogs' 
legs, which contain safe but sug- 
gestive quantities of can than din. 
the toxic stimulant most notori- 
ously found in Spanish fly. 

But it does not seem such rec- 
ommendations make much of 
an impression on would-be 
Latin lovers, despite the abun- 
dance of potions and strange 
remedies around Italy. Opinion 
polls show only 5 per cent of 
Italians even think about aphro- 
disiacs when planning a ro- 
mantic dinner with a new flame. 
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Tn a land where taking food se- 

- * Ariously means taking Delia 

v * Smith seriously, it is not easy to 
understand the excitement that 
had the whole of Paris trembling 


Flaubert of the kitchens’ 
hangs up his tea towel 


PEOPLE 


SIMS 




n 




• • v ;‘.r jSt-v. 


(Get the feeling we’ll give you a quick answer on a Barclayloan?) 

ftfui L _ 1 1 _1 I J t, A 1 J _■ . » .La tank 


had the whole of Paris trembling 
like the jellies at an English kid- 
dies' birthday party this week. 
Joel Robuchon, the world's 
greatest three-star Michelin 
chef, had vowed to quit the 
kitchen when he reached the 
age of 50. No one believed he 
would, but this week he did. 

In the modestly-named “Joel 
Robuchon” catcric. Mr Robu- 
chon threw in the tea towel and 
named his successor. Sensa- 
tion followed sensation. With 
one flick of his whisk, he created 
the world’s first six-star chef “Of 
France's 35 three-star Michelin 
chefs. Only Alain Ducas.se has 
the talent to run my restaurant.'* 
Robuchon declared, 

Ducasse, known as the “oth- 

w,.i„ rn.u- .._ii 
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Stirring stuffi Joel Robuchon 
(left) and Alain Ducasse 

Most of us wiD never know 


J 5 s ^ esl i^edients. As for Robuchon, he will no 

a fortune ‘ l0n s er be putting in his cus- 
His starter alone now comes at tomary 18 hours a dav in the 

K?Sf^ and lhC aVeraBe bU1 ““*«• » talldng of a 

15°°^ P 61- P^ 00 * new life ntying lectures, launch- 

h f *.-?m lh ?iT Ut CT r0 K st 5? ehe ing a lunchtime TV pro - 
*he Flaubert of the gramme, commuting everv 

fo e T995 Roh U ,^T- ^ monlhs 1° SMI 

^ Robuchon was continuing his research into 
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When you apply for a loan, why should you have ro 
hang around for an answer? 

For a Barclayloan you simply go ro any Barclays branch 
and have a chat with one of our Personal Bankets. He or she 
will ask a few {and we mean just a few) questions about you 


— and then give you our answer on the spot. 

If you’re a Barclays customer, you don't even have to leave 
home: just call us on 0500 200 250 fora loan over the phone. 

It's jusc one more reason why , more people choose * 
Barclayloan than any ocher. So give us a ay. Pronto. 
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Restaurant Louis XV in the flair even tasted like. For those ^P^^Phwned to be one of tie as 
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scats among the Nina Camrixrll 
decor of the top temple ot gas- 
tronomy are all spoken for. 
and as the estahlishment is 
booked up three months in ad- 
vance. it is now ton late to re- 
serve a place at one of the 
hallowed tables. 
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A big Little Englander 

Sir James Goldsmith is playing for high stakes. And as Paul Vallely reports, with a billionaire’s budget at its 
disposal, his Referendum Party could become a serious contender at the next general election 
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T hey arc pulling dawn the shut- 
■ere. metaphorically speaking, at 
die Hammersmith headquarters of 
the Referendum Party. Its founder. 
Sir James Goldsmith, is off to Paris 
or Mexico or wherever to join his 
wife or mistress (he publicly 
acknowledges both.)Grev will 
descend again upon the Briiis'h polit- 
ical scene until this exotic bird of 
paradise returns for his autumn 
passage in the season of the party 
conferences. 

Only the foolhardy would dare 
underestimate Sir James. This is the 
man who in 1987 sold most of his 
companies - just before the Wall 
Street crash that wiped out many 
other businessmen. Today he is the 
eighth richest person in the UK, 
worth around £1.2bn. 

And now he has brought his high- 
octane brain and well-honed 
instincts to bear upon the world of 
politics. Two years ago in France he 
formed his own party. L' Autre 
Europe . and won 14 per cent of the 
vote in elections for the European 
Parliament. This week his newfv 
formed Referendum Partv - which 
has a single goal: to force’ the Gov- 
ernment to hold a referendum on 
whether the UK should pull out of 
the European Union - has sent the 
Tory high command into a spin. 
There is some cause for concern. An 
anli-EU candidate in the Stafford- 
shire South East by-election this 
month won more than 10 per cent 
of the Tory party’s total votes. If 
Goldsmith’s party - on which he has 
vowed to spend £20m - replicated 
that at the general election, where 
it plans to field some 500 candidates, 
the Conservatives could lose 30 
seats. 

Sir James’s party is gaining momen- 
tum. A former Tbiy party treasurer. 
Lord McAlpine (a' key figure in the 
pro-Europe campaign in the 1975 
referendum on Britain's member- 
ship of the Common Market), has 
pledged support. The right-wing 
challenger to the prime minister in 
last year’s leadership election, John 
Redwood, has engaged in a public 
gavotte with the billionaire this 
week. And the Sun this week joined 
’.he referendum camp with a full- 
page editorial that parroted the 
Goldsmith line. 

Mindful of the impact which busi- 
nessmen like Ross Perot and Silvio 
Berlusconi have had elsewhere - the 
Italian business magnate became 
prime minister and the Texas bil- 
lionaire took a big enough share of 
the vole to help Bill Clinton remove 
Mr Bush from the White House - 
the Government has been forced to 
respond. After scorn from Lord 
Archer was brushed to one side. 
John Major on Wednesday was 
forced to attack Sir James directly 
for “living in cloud-cuckoo-land". * 
Yet establishing how real a threat 
Goldsmith might pose is far from 
easy. Some reports at the weekend 
suggested that the only support for 
the party came from a “Dad’s Army" 


of elderly xenophobes, bl impish ex- 
army officers, and other assorted 
Tufton Buftons. The Goldsmith 
camp has derided to keep mum on 
the identity of its candidates, either 
because that portrait is ail loo accu- 
rate or because they feel that media 
interest is peaking loo early in a 
campaign that still has a long way to 
run. 

The party’s chief spokesman, former 
Tory Central Office press officer 
Michael Gunlon. insists that it is the 
latter. He promises there will be 
quite a stir when the party unveils its 
full list of candidates. So far it has 
announced only one. Professor Alan 
Walteis, whose persistent advice to 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
against Britain’s entry into a single 
currency led to the resignation of 
Nigel Lawson as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. (Walters is to stand for 
the Referendum Party against Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor, in his 
Nottingham seat in the election). 
But the parly claims !o have 
recruited 400 of the candidates it 
needs to challenge every MP who is 
not committed to a referendum. 
And it claims it is putting in place 
the machinery to support them. 

‘It could mate 
Conservatives 
unelectable for a 
generation. It 
could destroy 
the party for 
ever’ 


which means supporters' groups to 
help put up posters, deliver leaflets. 
The idea for a referendum on 
Europe was first hatched seven years 
ago over a bowl of pasta in the home 
of Christopher Moncklon. a former 
member of Margaret Thatchers pol- 
ity unit. Among those around the 
table in the liny living room domi- 
nated by a life-size portrait of Mon- 
ckton dressed as a Knight of the 
Roman Catholic order of the Knights 
of Malta, was Patrick Robertson, the 
enfant terrible founder of the Bruges 
Group. It was a good wheeze but not 
timely, they derided. 

Four years later Robertson recalled 
the idea and, dressing it up in 
grander regalia, flogged the idea of 
a full-blown referendum party to a 
powerful backer: Sir James. 

The Referendum Party was founded 
in November 1994 with one member 
of staff and two secretaries in a small 
office in Hammersmith. Tvo years 
on it has offices on three floors. 20 
members of staff, 20,000 supporters 
and is about to move to Westmin- 
ster. It has staff specialising in can- 
didate recruitment, research and 
administration (though unlike most 


parties it docs not need a fund-rais- 
ing department.) Its main preoccu- 
pation is selecting 1(H) or so more 
candidates for the election. It esti- 
mates that it will not need to stand 
against 76 Labour MPs. 47 Conser- 
vatives and mosi Lib Dcms, who are 
already committed to pressing for a 
referendum. 

Its candidates have largely been 
drawn from a database of Euro- 
sceptics assembled by Moncklon 
from ihc results of a nationwide tele- 
phone poll three years ago. Four 
full-time interviewers have been 
touring the country meeting those 
who responded affirmatively to a let- 
ter sent out to 30,000 potential sup- 
porters and weeding out those with 
extreme or unsuitable views. Those 
selected have then been given train- 
ing sessions with Gunlon on organ- 
isation. campaigning and handling 
the media. 

The party’s plan, apparently, is. to 
announce the full list of candidates 
with fanfare at the time of its fust pub- 
lic conference, which is limed to take 
place on 18-19 October, just after the 
Conservative Party Conference. 
What is already clear, however, is 
that the motives of the motley bunch 
that has gathered around the party 
are extraordinarily varied. Yet they 
are all playing for high stakes. Gold- 
smith himself - who may fight Euro- 
philc minister lan Taylor in Esher - 
does not seem motivated by power 
as were Perot and Berlusconi but by 
a consuming conviction that British 
politicians arc in the process of sur- 
rendering utterly to an unelected 
dictatorship of Euro-bureaucrats. 
Others see in the Europe debate a 
convenient battleground on which to 
fight over domestic spoils, particu- 
larly the future of the Tory party. 
Christopher Monckton concedes 
that the Referendum forty might 
hand a victory to Labour or turn a 
Labour victory into a landslide. “It 
could make Conservative Party une- 
lectable for a generation. It could 
destroy the party for ever," he 
admits. Bui in the split that would 
follow in a defeated party “those 
who have no concern with retaining 
our democracy, the Heseltines and 
Clarkes who have always been cor- 
poratists, will go one way and the 
vast majority of the Tory faithful will 
go the other- which of the two fac- 
tions ends up calling itself the Con- 
servative Party lime will tell." 

It may all turn out to be the obses- 
sion of a handful of far-right Con- 
servatives who are losing touch with 
reality even more swiftly than the 
rest of their colleagues. But it may 
just turn out to be the dominant 
issue of the forthcoming election. 
The BSE crisis, the predations of 
Spanish fishermen, and controver- 
sial rulings by the European Court 
of Justice may put electoral flesh on 
an issue (hat has hitherto been the 
preserve only of policy wonks. Only 
time, as Moncklon says, will tell. But 
make no mistake, they are playing 
for high stakes indeed. 


The team that aims to take us out of Europe 



S Sir James Goldsmith, the 
founder and the brain of 
the RB Retired from active 
business in 1990 after 
.selling out just before the 
1987 stock market crash. 
Die Eton-educated 63-year 
bid -spends much of his 
,4imeirFfance and Mexico. 
‘-Aritjye in Bench politics 
v atf&ady as European 
Member of Parliament. 


(|rty5iltfor(Sli^'fc>tehire;-ta^ MP Spencer 
Batiste backed Michael Heseftine in the 1990 leadership 
election. 
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Michael Gunton, Chief Press Officer, is also responsible for training 
RP candidates in campaigning and handling the rqedia. His 
favoured technique centres around “10 reasons why we need a 
-referendum". He was a Treasury press officer when Nigel Lawson 
was Chancellor. Later joined Conservative Central Office to 
complaints from labour at top civil servants turning political. Quit 
the Tories over Europe. 


Patrick Robertson, personal Rfta^Goldsmith. Age 27. Boy wonder founder of the 
Bruges Group (hon. pres. - MfThatcher) which he ran from his college rooms at 
Oxford. But rt sdafe name supporte r s resigned and withdrew funding after a series 
over top group's money. 

gBter.-a^j^jS^fTfamitton to rid? out. ailerons of improper hospitality from 
'.Hamilton did andMajor sacked him. Then wrote 
Jonathan Aitken suggesting that one more embarrassment 
ivCOt^dfiresh his career - and then promptly faxed it to a TV producer by mistake. 
'r. Now ^director of' Taskforce. Communications, which handled PR for wedding of 
-Tmtiari Kbah -and Jemima Goldsmith. 

Additional research by Henrietta Norton 


Berlusconi, Forza Italia 
Organisation: Devoted to the leaden party meet- 
ings are rare, and stage-managed to allow maxi- 
mum homage to be paid to the great man. Glitzy 
fundraising dinners and TV promotions are more 
Forza 's style. 

^ Launched: 10 January 1994 

Membership: The party has never made much 
effort to recruit; there is a network of national party 
dubs, but Berlusconi feds that a strong formal 
membership is not necessary to solicit votes, 
pandidates: In the recent general election, the party fielded candidates in all 
constituencies except those in which they had agreements with other parties. 
Finance: The part/s finances seem in good health. Berlusconi is still embroiled 
In a court case, which led to the fell of the coalition government he headed in 
1994, over allegations of bribery. There are limits on election campaign spend- 
ing, but Forza Italia's media blitz appears to many to exceed them. 

Influence: Berlusconi has fingers In many pies - insurance, supermarkets, 
real estate, and television. He controls three TV stations, and his advertising 
agency. Publltalia, produces 90 per cent of all the TV advertising. 

Political impact was a vital force in shaking up the old corrupt centre-right 
establishment in Italian politics with reformist agenda. Has a broader political 
ambition than Goldsmith's single-issue campaign. 


Ross Perot, Reform Party 
Organisation: Although very much Mr Perot's baby, 
the Reform Party is starting to acquire some life of 
its own. To this end, a nationwide modem-linked 
'cyber conference" in September will choose a 
party leader. In the unlikely event that this Is not Mr 
Perot, he has pledged to step aside. 

Launched: The Reform Party evolved late last year 
from United We Stand America, the group which 
supported. Perot's 1992 presidential bid. 
Membership: A network of loyal groups are slowly 
collecting signatures to allow tire party to campaign in all states. 

Candidates: All effort is devoted to the presidential race. 

Finance: Perot, a computer billionaire, says he wants to cut the moneymen 
out of Amencan politics by spending only his own money. In the last cam- 
paign, Perot lightened his wallet to the tune of about $65m. 

Influence: Perot was at one stage ahead of both Bush and Clinton In the 
1992 election race, but currently polls around 12 per cent His shadow haunts 
the current presidential race (election in November) because Bob Dole, the 
Republican candidate, is so weak. 

Poetical position: Perot Is more like Goldsmith in the sense that he has a 
simple anti-Washington message, which focuses on balancing the federal bud- 
get Shares with Goldsmith an antagonism to free trade. 
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Criminal 

tendencies 

It was, they said, strictly a do for the writ- 
ers. No squawking PRs, no pompous pub- 
lishers, just an ann ual jolly for authors and 

friends in the mellow 18th century 
grandeur of a book- 

i iv 


shop on Piccadilly. 
The Hatchards 
Authors of die Year 
reception is indeed a 
rare affair. 

And the promise 
of a PR-firee zone 
» clearly works woo- 

ders with our shy 
wordsmiths. Through the door paired 
a veritable flood of the great and the 
good - Harold Pinter, Lady Antonia 
Fraser, Ludovic Kennedy, David Atten- 
borough and Ken Russell, pausing only 
to sign the visitors’ book- the single for- 
mality of the evening. 

So how grand did you need to be, not 
to bother signing in? As grand a former 
Cabinet Minister as Lord Jenkins and 
Kenneth Baker (above) conspicuously 
declined to write their names. 

The signing-in formalities over, guests 
were slightly startled by thekteamval 
of two burly uniformed police officers. 
Could they be the latest hot authors to 
watch - or were they choking upon 
theirerstwhile bosses 

ing habits? Nothing of the sort. Tm i 
told, was Willy - Jelo^PC *** 
launch babituee, and “the best read 
no lice man in all of London. 

^i^boomed Willy, ? 

one of these, nor a booksgnmg.Aud I 

Things could have 
been worse 

Sir Edffard Heath basm* 
at the one-line or even o 


down. In the Commons tea room yes- 
terday, the Conservative MP Wan 
Duncan was holding court despite his 
less-than-brittianf performance mas- 
terminding the Staffordshire Sooth 
East by -election. Sir Edward, how- 
even refused to engage in conversation 
with him, bat merely said, “Congrat- 
ulations*'. 

That was followed by ribald laughter 
all round by Duncan's Tory chains. 
There was a 22 per cent swing to 
Labour in Staffs South East. 


Just one more rant... 

Rule number 34b of journalism is 
never give a writer just one more col- 
umn, directly after sacking them. They 
generally take the chance to say all the 
wrong things. My old friend Mat Cow- 
ard, whose schizophrenic activities 
include humorist with New Statesman 
And Society , and activist with the 
Labour Party in Pinner, is not to be part 
of the new Ian Hargreaves regime at 
the Statesman. But be is given one last 
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column in today’s edition. And he lets 
rip, with a non -humorous column in 
prime position at the front of the jour- 
nal. Blair and the Blairites “were never 
Labour. They don’t come from Labour 
families, they don’t share Labour val- 
ues ... they set out to abolish the 
Labour Party and replace it with an 
updated version of the Tory party.*’ Not 
quite the message Ian Hargreaves 
intends to promote, when he officially 
takes over next week, I suspect 


Jazz and the 
Jackson factor 

Playing an instrument is no handicap 
to getting to the White House as 
those who have listened politely to 
President Clinton 
and his saxophone 
will know. But we 
weren't dropping 
any bints to Ameri- 
can civil rights cam- 
paigner Jesse Jack- 
son when a piece 
about him here yes- 
terday was accom- 
panied by a picture of jazz trnmpeter 
and composer Quincy Jones. It was, 
as they say in the best jazz and polit- 
ical circles, computer error. Our 
apologies. The real Jesse Jackson is 
pictured here. 


Netting a bargain 

They're all becoming computer buffi on 
Humberside. Hull's municipally owned 
telephone network charges just 5.5p for 
local calls, regardless of their duration. 
A fine civic gesture, until you remem- 
ber that the Internet works on the basis 
of a local call charge. The Communi- 
cation Workers Union magazine Voice 
reports that one local “anorak” stayed 
on line for eight days for his 5-and-a-haff 
pence. 



Eagle Eye 


sit 


She was the second rhino to be slaughtered by poachers in the Garamba 
National Park this year. Tragically, she was pregnant and her unborn calf died 
with her. 

Juillet’s death brings the number of northern white rhinos alive in the wild to 
just 29. Notch, pictured above, is one of the survivors - but for how long? Every 
day, the poachers move closer to wiping out the entire species. Forever 

The Garamba Rhino Emergency Appeal has been set up by WWF specifically 
to tackle the problem of poaching, and to protect the rhinos from extinction. 

We’re asking every Independent on Sunday reader to support . n a m 
this appeal. £30.00 could keep a specialist surveillance 
in the air for one more day. Please, help us if you can. The 

future of the northern white rhino could depend on it. ^ 

WWF-UK, FREEPOST, Panda House, Weystde Park, S 5 

Godaiming, SurreyGU71BR Q 

Please send your gift to: Garamba Rhino Emergency Appeal, 

WWF-UK, FREEPOST, Panda House, Godaiming, Surrey GU7 1BR nVaPP^-’ ^ 
Mi/Mre/Miss/Ms Initials. Surname 


Postcode Tel No: line STD] 

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to WWF-U K. in help prolect the northern while rhinos. 

Please accept my gift of: □ £250 DCIOO □ £50 (SuSj □ £25 OtherC 

OR 

Please dehit my Access/Visa/CAF Charity Card <dcict<.->unppr.jpnat*.-i 


Card No. 
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A government 
lost in confusion 


P rivatisation was meant to get gov- 
ernment out but it keeps on being 


J eminent out but it keeps on being 
dragged back into the water industry 
over the disastrous performance of 
some of the privatised companies, and 
into electricity by the wave of mergers 
that was threatening to sweep through 


industry. Ian Lang, the Secretaiy of 
State for Trade and Industry, was 


State tor Trade and Industry, was 
undoubtedly right to block the bids by 
PowerGen 'for Midlands Electricity 
and National Power for Southern 
Electricity. 

But he may well have made the right 
decision for the wrong reasons, to pre- 
empt the Tory right opening up a new 
front of internal opposition over the 
Government’s commitment to 
competition. Worse, it leaves competi- 
tion polity in a mess, the position of the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
uncertain and the future shape of the 
electricity industry hanging in the air. 

Despite Mr Langs unexpected deci- 
sion, overturning a recommendation 
made by the MMC, the Government’s 
anxieties over the industry will not go 
away. As on so many other issues the 
Government appears caught between 
two ultimately conflicting views of the 
world. On the one hand there is its 
legacy from the 1980s : a belief in com- 
petition as the motor of economic effi- 
ciency. On the other is the influence of 
Michael Heseltine’s view that we need 
something called an industrial policy to 
promote companies we can regard as 
national champions. 

That belief that competition policy 
should partly attempt to create national 
champions has too frequently influ- 
enced the MMC under the chairman- 
ship of Graeme Odgers. The ill-fated 
report on electricity mergers at times 
seemed to second guess what its authors 
thought ministers might like to hear. 


There is very little “national” about the 
‘‘champions' 77 these policies seek to cre- 
ate. Leading British companies often 
turn out to employ more people over- 
seas than here, ana have a stockholder 
list that starts with addresses in New 
York and ends with banks in Osaka. 

Government regulation of the elec- 
tricity industry should protect the con- 
sumer by promoting competition. The 
trouble is that the industry is now sus- 
pended between two stools. The Gov- 
ernment has allowed some integration 
between power generators and distrib- 
utors, through Scottish Power's own- 
ership of Manweb and Lord Hanson’s 
move from electricity distribution into 
generation. The original model of keep- 
ing distributors and generators separate 
is already corrupted. Yet by blocking 
the two most recent bids the Govern- 
ment has prevented a new model 
emerging or an industry dominated by 
four or five vertically integrated elec- 
tricity companies. 

The electricity companies might be 
able to survive all this meandering, but 
the outlook for the regulators is less 
propitious. Stephen Littlechild, the 
head of the electricity regulator Offer, 
looks ever more like what he is - a 
provincial academic out of his depth in 


the bie league. 
He has been 


He has been undermined both by his 
own inexperience and the Govern- 
ment’s confusion about competition. 
The role and function of the MMC have 
also been put in play.At times in the 
past few years it has seemed the MMC 
could easily be rolled up into the DTL 
A restatement of the Government’s 
position on competition is urgently 
needed But of course that is the last 
thing we will get from an administration 
which veers between two views on most 
things. 


Coming soon: a 
Euro football lesson 


I f what we are hoping for from England 
in the Euro 96 football championships 
- only six weeks away - is honourable 
defeat, then Wednesday’s draw with Croa- 
tia at Wembley was certainly encouraging. 
The time is fast approaching when we have 
to face reality about Teny Venables' reign 
as England coach. Many had hoped that 
regardless of his off-the field travails Ven- 
ables would revive England after the 
dreadful tenure of Graham Taylor. 

The truth is we are not bad quite 
respectable, in fact, but little better 
than that We can grind out a draw with 
the best of them, we can close down the 
opposition, deny them scoring opportu- 
nities, turn a good game into a stale- 
mate. But can we win with any 
conviction? Forget it. 

There were some good things on dis- 
play at Wembley on Wednesday: the 
makeshift defence was sound (against an 
opposition that gave up trying to score ); 
the midfield was disciplined and Paul 
Gascoigne occasionally creative: Robbie 
Fowler appears to be a prodigious tal- 
ent although he missed chances. 

But that piecemeal praise misses the 
poinL* Croatia is better prepared for the 
championships than the hosts. Croatia's 
skill and sophistication is not simply the 
product of having a clutch of players with 
top teams in Europe. Nor were all the good 
players inherited from the former Com- 
munist system in Yugoslavia. They are still 


producing them. The real testimony to the 
depth of Croatia's football culture came on 
Tuesday night when its uuder-21 side beat 
England convincingly. How can it be that 
a small nation a only a few years old and 
still recovering from the effects of a bloody 
civil war in the fonner Yugoslavia can pro- 
duce a better youth team than England 
with all the money that has been pumped 
into premiership football in the past cou- 
ple of years? 

The answer is that Croatia seems to 
have an football culture intense enough 
to overcome the country’s material weak- 
nesses. That culture produces players 
who think their way to victoiy. Most of 
the British press joked derisively that 
Wednesday's game was like a game of 
chess: chat insult in Britain is probably a 
compliment in Croatia. 

It may all come right Venables may yet 
puli it off. But it is not looking remotely 
likely. English football fans have proba- 
bly been preparing themselves for months 
for the sense of deflation they will almost 
certainly feel this summer. 

That will leave us with the task of devis- 
ing an approach to the game, particularly 
the way it is coached to youngsters, that 
should give us some hope for the future. 
It's obvious where that review should 
start: a serious examination of how coun- 
tries such as Holland and Croatia, pro- 
duce young players of such skin, poise and 
talent- 



22? die for your country 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Labour’s challenge: to win power and keep faith with the poor 


Sir: The vital point in Andrew 
Marr’s opening article (22 April) 
in your series on Tbity Blair’s pol- 
itics is to be found in his penul- 
timate paragraph: Will they 
“really help the poor, or turn 
their back on them? Ls Labour 
capable of winning and holding 
ptwer?” 

Like many thousands of active 
Labour Party members I am 
deeply upset by recent policy 
changes and hold that the party 
should stand firm by its long-held 
aim - to help those in greatest 
need. We believe that this is the 
way to win votes too. To ignore 
or, worse, to injure working peo- 
ple would lose millions of poten- 
tial voters. Apart from Robin 
Cook no one in the Shadow Cab- 
inet seems even to mention the 
poverty class. 

Labour should strive to satisfy 
not just the upper middle class 
but the far bigger working class 
as well. Consider the millions 
dependent on shrinking health 
services, the unemployed, the 
pensioners, homeless, the sick 
and disabled, one-parent families 
and those~employed at sweated 
wage rates. 

Labour should fix a minimum 
wage of over £4 an hour for the 
five and a half million earning 
less; oppose recent proposals to 
end child allowances for the 16- 
to 18-year olds; plan to build at 
least 100,000 new houses to rent 
for the in-boused; refuse to per- 
mit cross-ownership by the big 
five national newspaper owners 
and the commercial TV compa- 
nies; adhere to universal pensions 
and thus avoid means tests and 
stop weakening Labour's links 
with 8 million trade unionists and 
their families. 

Further, they should accept, 
carry out and campaign for the 
policies decided by our annual 
delegate conference (our 
supreme policy-making body). 
That is what democracy means. 

Frank Allaun 
Manchester 


(“Tony Blair's Victorian values”, 
23 April). 

The traditional divide of left 
and right, a legacy of the French 
Revolution that has remained 
with us for over 200 years, is now 
largely a thing of the past Today 
the debate is about who can best 
manage British capitalism. If 
nothing else, at least the Labour 
leader has been refreshingly hon- 
est in his pitch to the captains of 
industry that he can run the 
economy belter than the present 
government. 

New Labour seem much bet- 
ter placed to drive through the 
austerity measures and attacks on 
the working class necessary to 
revive a very sick economy. No 
doubt these measures will be 
presented in the language of 
“rights and responsibilities”, 
being touted at present. 

It is striking how both the 
Tories and the left are united in 
the illusion that the patterns of 
the past will recur. The Tories try 
to strike fear into the hearts of 
middle England, warning that 
old Labour lurks behind Blair’s 
facade and that the trade unions 
on die left will come out of hid- 
ing after the next general elec- 
tion. For its part the left desper- 
ately clings to the hope that 
somehow a Labour victory will 
rekindle people's socialist aspi- 
rations and herald a new period 
of political radicalism. Both are 
badly mistaken. 

What is required is the begin- 
nings of a real debate to darify 
the meaning of anti-capitalist 
politics in the new millennium. 



New 
Labour: 

what 
does it 
stand| 
for?! 


on tax has lost credibility follow- 
ing the 1993 tax-raising Budget. 
In particular voters seem more 
sensitive to the shift that has 
occurred away from direct to 
indirect taxation - an awareness 
aided by the fiirore over VAT on 
fuel. 

Of course ill-disciplined pub- 
lic remarks would be unwise. But 
with such a tangible electoral 
advantage for Labour, surely 
Gavyn Davies overplays the risks. 

James Knight 
St John's College 
Oxford 


The vast majority of this country 
still believe in both. Pbliy Toyn- 
bee’s article concludes that Tony 
Blair speaks not only to the elec- 
tors but to God. Perhaps her 
analysis is flawed by her failure to 
take advantage of that, second 
line of communication. 

Michael Foster 
St Leonard’s-on-Sea, 
East Sussex 
The writer is prospective Labour 
parliamentary candidate for Hast- 
ings and Rye 


Celebrate diversity 


Sir I would make two points on 
new Labour and equality ("Left 
behind”, 25 April). 


Labour believes in equality of 
opportunity, evidenced by our 
plans to prioritise training and 
education, to protect employment 
rights, to tackle homelessness and 
poverty, and to encourage busi- 
ness and enterprise to invest and 
think long-term. But Labour has 
never believed in equality of out- 
come, where evetyone ends up the 
same. Socialism celebrates diver- 
sity, not conformity. 

Secondly, the way to improve 
equality of opportunity is to cre- 
ate growth in the economy, smash 
the vested interests which hamper 
individual advancement, and to 
reward hard work, not redistrib- 
ute wealth through direct taxes to 
pay for increased benefits. 
Unemployment must be tackled 
at its source: through investment 
in skills and new technology, not 
ameliorated by an ever-expanding 
welfare bill. Increased govern- 
ment spending on welfare pay- 
ments is a sign of economic fail- 
ure, not a totem of success. 

Paul Richards 
London W6 
Hie writer is pmspeeme Labour par- 
liamentary candidate for BiOericav 


Talk of taxes 


One thing hasn't changed: capi- 
talism stil] doesn't work. 


doesn't work. 

Kevin Kelley 
London N19 


Blair’s moralism 


Past illusions 


Sir. Congratulations to Andrew 
Marr on a very perceptive review 
of Tony Blair’s new Labour 


Sir: Polly Toynbee in her analy- 
sis of Tony Blair (23 April) sug- 
gests that his moralism is “deep- 
dyed Victorian". What is 
Victorian about believing in a 
welfare state, as he clearly does, 
but none the less coupled with a 
belief in personal responsibility? 


Sir: 1 well remember an article tty 
Gavyn Davies published in the 
Independent a couple of months 
before the last election. Some- 
what against (he tide of newspa- 
per opinion, he provided a list of 
solid reasons to back the sensible 
intuition that victory for the Con- 
servative Party was still by far the 
most probable outcome. 

In his article on 22 April he 
provided even stronger reasons to 
believe that the next election is 
Labour's for the taking. How- 
ever. he noted that loose talk on 
lax might still produce a shock 
defeat. Is this likely? 

There are at least two good 
reasons to believe that the tax 
issue will be neutralised at the 
next election. First, unlike 1992, 
there will be no silly Shadow 
Budget before the election and 
hence no concrete proposals for 
the Tories to attack. Second, 
Conservative Party propaganda 


Policy makers 


Sir: The article by John Rentoul 
("Brown talks lough on tax”, 24 
April) perhaps accidentally 


Tomorrow in the Independent Tony Blair responds to our series 


underlines the foolishness of 
most contemporary attitudes 
towards politics and politicians, 
par from sympathising with the 
leaders of the two current largest 
parties, an averagely intelligent 
reader can have nothing but 
scorn for the assumptions made. 

Firstly, who makes policy? A 
political party is not, contrary to 
increasing assumptions, a busi- 
ness with a managing director. It 
is an organisation of fairly like 
minded people combining in 
association to promote their 
ideas: it is not a tribe, to gather 
behind a “leader” and obey on a 
“keep quiet or be banished” basis. 

This happened during the 
1980s to the Tory party under thej 
leadership of Margaret Thatcher 
to the private dismay of several 
Conservative associates of mine! 
Now identically. Labour friendj 
are being forced to be quiet an j 
prevented at a local and nations 
level from raising genuine ques- 
tions of great importance. 

Of course Clare Short is right 
to raise the question of taxes for 
the higher paid. Of coursp, 
equally, so is Kenneth Clarte 
right to make the question pf 
Europe central to our country's 
future. i 

Why do we allow our appointed 
representatives to be subject ed'to 
the absurd control of the whips. 
If we the voters are not allowed 
to have our chosen representa- 
tives dare to discuss the things 
such as taxation, education, the 
health service, the Common Mar- 
ket - of great importance to us - 
what value is there in Parliament? 

It is highly unlikely that some 
250 MPs are going to think in an 
identical way. The diversity should 
be gloried in - as enriching the 
national stock of political ideas. 
Policy needs to be decided by the 
will of the majority - not by “think 
tanks” or “kitchen cabinets”. 

Mrs Thatcher destroyed many 
good Conservative thinkers in the 
1980s, as well as much of the real 
economic and social life of the 
country. Why should we, the 
public, stand by and see either 
Tony Blair or John Major do like- 
wise in the 1990s? 

David Palmer 
Portsmouth 


Just me, myself and them, as it were 


Crucial role of good parents 


T he success of Edward on Edward, 
the TV programme that Prince 


A the TV programme that Prince 
Edward has just made about his 
great-unde, the Duke of Windsor, has 
inspired many more along the same 
lines, ail due to appear in the near 
future, and I am pleased now to bring 
you details of just a few of them. 



Charles on Charles 
A TV spectacular in which Prince 
Charles, the Prince of Wiles, looks at 
his predecessor Charles II and doesn’t 
much like what he sees. "Oh dear, oh 
dear, oh dear, oh dear.” runs pan of 


his commentary. “It's very easy to sit 
in France for a few years, as Charles 
did, and criticise everything that is 
going on in England, rather as my 
greaL-unde the Duke of Windsor 
did. but is it really very helpful? I think 
noL I think it might have been more 
dignified if Charles had just kept quiet 
in exile. 

Of course. Charles II was also 
accused of collaborating with the 
enemy, Louis XVL just as Edward was 
accused of being a toady to Hitler, but 
it's very easy to sit here in England and 
criticise everything that's going on 
abroad. Oh dear, oh dear, ob dear.. . . 
No wonder he had his head cut off." 
Not only is Charles on Charles said to 
be heavy going, but he may have been 
mixing up his Charleses. 


Anne on Anne 

An unusual documentary in which 
Princess Anne looks at Queen Anne's 
little-known involvement with chil- 
dren, wildlife preservation and show- 
jumping. 


Arthur on Arthur 

“What a geezer!" says Arthur Smith in 
this sensitive portrait of King Arthur. 
"Always losing his sword and having to 
nick one! Sometimes he’d claim he’d 
taken it out of a stone, sometimes he'd 
say a hand clad in white came out of 
a lake waving it.... Well, all I can say 
is that if I came up in court today 
accused of nicking a sword and I said 
Fdgot it from a band in a lake, Fd be 
sent for further psychological study, 
and quite right too, I say. ...” 


Malcolm on Malcolm . 

Mai com Rifkind takes a fresh Iook 
at King Duncan’s son, Malcolm, 
who was forced to flee Scotland 
when Macbeth murdered his father 
and seek aid from the English. “I 
think one can sympathise with Mal- 
colm.” says Rifkind. 

"There he was, in a foreign capi- 
tal, t tying to get the best possible 
deal for his own country with very lit- 
tle bargaining power, and with a 
Scottish accent which must have 
sounded very tired and strangled 
after years spent abroad. 

“Well, I can sympathise with that, 
anyway.” 


Diana on Diana 

For several hours, wc are told in the 
Bible, the inhabitants of Ephesus ran 
about dying “Great is Diana of the 
Ephesians!”, and nobody could stop 
their idolatry. Princess Diana wonders 
what kind of an effect this must have 
had on Diana, what a body blow this 
must have dealt to a sensitive, shy 
young goddess, and she spends a lot 
of time telling us. Martin Bashir plays 
a walk-on part as a scribe, while Duke 
Hussey is seen in the background at 
one point as a Christian protesting 
against ah the licence-payers' money 
being spent on a mere goddess, but he 
is swept away to a horrible death. 


frame of reference and treat a wider, 
historical subject. When Julie Wallers 
as Queen Victoria says to Gladstone, 
“Here. Bill, if the sun never sets on 
the British Empire, hew the bloody 
hell docs anyone ever get to sleep?", 
you know it is going to be a portrayal 
of the Great Queen not like any 
other. The scene where Victoria 
breaks out of her years of mourning 
for Albert by popping down the local 
Tcsco at opening time in disguise to 
get a bottle of Wincamis is very 
touching, though Robbie Coltrane as 


John Brown is perhaps a touch too 
lecherous for a Bafia award. 


award. 


Sir: Your leading article “Defeat- 
ing the class enemy" (24 April) 
makes a number of useful obser- 
vations. There is, however, one 
crucial omission that will bring 
despair to many teachers - there 
is no reference to the crucial role 
that parents play in the behaviour 
of disruptive children. 

This is not to say that Richard 
Wilding's parents bear any respon- 
sibility for his behaviour; that is not 
something you nor I are qualified 
to comment upon. However it is 
unfortunately true that in the 
majority of instances whe re a child 
is expelled from a school, parent- 
ing or. more exactly, lack of par- 
enting has played a crucial role. 


4 One of the problems of the 
“liberal conscience" and the pre- 
sent-day reality of two working 
parents is that few people are 
prepared to acknowledge the 
central role that parents play in 
a child's welfare and a child’s 
behaviour. 

Neglected, hurt, brutalised 
children behave badly. It is unjust 

T at , th H teac hing profession 
should, first of all be expected to 
pick up the pieces and crucially, 
where your leader is concerned, 
that no acknowledgement be 
made of the impossible role that 
teachers are forced to adopL 

Nigel Evans 
London W4 


Trapped in the 
Granby Triangle 


Stephen on Stephen 
Stephen fry’s portrait of King Stephen, 
last Norman long of England, wall be 
loo subtle for those of us who know 
nothing about King Stephen. Did they 
realty have lots of country house par- 
ties in 13ih -century England attended 
by Queen Matilda {Emma Thomp- 
son), Prince Henry (Kenneth 
Branagh), and lots of hangers-on 
(Tony Slattery)? Well maybe so. 


Fatherly status I Favourite sons 


Victoria on Victoria 


A praiseworthy attempt by Victoria 
Wood to break out of her" northern 


Jean-Panl on Jean -Paul 
“Mon dieu, 'e ad no idea 'ow to dress. 
Simone de Beauvoir ’ad a lot to 
answer for ..." These arc the open- 
ing words of Gaultier on Sartre. It 
goes on like that for a long time. 


Sir. I can empathise with O M 
Jones’s letter (34 April) and his 
views on society's unfair attitudes 
lo the relative worth of mothers 
and fathers. But losing the imme- 
diate and continuous presence of 
a child neither relieves the father 
of his responsibilities nor, thank- 
fully. of tne benefits and pleasures 
associated with his siatus. 

Tom Russell I 
Sleaford, Lincolnshire 


Sir; In response to the raging 
debate (Letters. 24 April) about 
Walthamstow's most illustrious 
offspring, neither William Mor- 
ns nor William Penn is in the Tun- 
ing; Anyone on Wdthamstow 
High Street could tell you that 
Walthamstow's most famous sons 
are the pop band East 17. 

Jill Phythian 
... , . Shelley Shenker 
Walthamstow. London E17 


Sir Your article (“Gunfire across 
the Mersey”, 23 April) claiming 
violence comes only from a 
minority did little to console 
those of us trapped within the 
Granby Triangle. It only takes 
one bullet to kill, and that 
minority 1 is large, and growing. 

The juveniles, youths and 
young adults not only wifi inherit 
this mantle but cannot wait to do 
so. Recently we aborted several 
attacks on pensioners by 10-year* 
olds wielding baseball bats. They 
are onty a couple of years away 
from shooting a gun. And as for 
1 ® c ® plance of violence, 
the apathy here could kill as surefo 
as a bullet. I'm told “7^7 
ferem anywhere”. If I thought this 
were true I wouldn’t wait for the 

gunmen; I d do it myself. 

Juue Carter 
Liverpool 


Patriot abroad 
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Svr. I would have greater regard for 
Sir James Goldsmith’s protesta- 
tions of concern for this country’s 
interest if he showed more incli- 
nation to live here. As Andrew W 
Jtesays (B April) a “reviled out- 
sider -but in moreways than one. 

DL Allen 
otroud, Gloucestershire 
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Champions of marriage should back me We’re on a road 

Following this week’s Commons defeat, the architect of the Divorce Bill replies to his critics to nowhere 


W ith headlines such as “Divorce 
bill defeated by rebel Tories" 
dominating yesterday's newspapers, 
readers could have been forgiven for 
thinking that the family Law Bill had 
suffered a truly catastrophic setback. 

When the dust has settled, the 
truth will. I hope, become clear. The 
effect of the amendment, passed on a 
free vote, is that the period of reflec- 
tion and consideration required in the 
Bill before a divorce is granted will be 
extended by six months where one of 
the couple applies to the court for fur- 
ther time to reflect, or where there are 
children of the marriage under the n £ i " 

1 have always said that the length of 
the period for reflection is a matter of 
One judgement which raised issues of 
conscience and would be subject to a 
free vote. The particular length or time 
was never central to the reforms. The 
principle is that there should be a 
period of reflection and consideration. 
That still remains at the core of the 
BilL The really important decision that 
has been made by Parliament is that 


this principle, of a period of reflection, 
should replace the current system, 
which 1 believe docs nothing to save 
marriages. 

At present, people are required to 
allege fault, whether adultery or 
unreasonable behaviour, to obtain a 
quick divorce. The median time for a 
divorce is currently seven months, 
but it can be granted in as little as 
three months. 

These allegations of fault may be 

Couples will be given 
full information about 
what divorce involves 

true, but because divorces are not 
often contested, they arc rarefy exam- 
ined in detail. So the main role of 
these allegations in the divorce process 
is to provide couples with a speedy exit 
from the marriage, often before they 
have made adequate future living 




LORD MACKAY 


arrangements, or often even fully con- 
sidered whether a divorce is what the 
two of them really want. 

Whatever the rights and wrongs in 


the marriage might be. nobody has 
ever advanced the argument that a 
divorce based on one spouse alleging 
fault about the other has ever done 
anything to rescue the marriage. The 
real effect of such a system is to 
increase acrimony and bitlcmess for 
all concerned, and that includes (he 
children. The additional effect is to 
enable a person who has been guilty 
of adultciy to remarry much more 
quickly than a person whose behaviour 
has been entirely faultless. 


The system proposed in the Fam- 
ily Law Bill gives couples the oppor- 
tunity to pull back from a process that 
has fault and recrimination at its 
core. It encourages them to look to 
the future, and to think hard about 
what the real implications of a divorce 
would be for themselves and their 
children. 

For the first time, couples that are 
considering divorce win be given full 
information about what" divorce 


Legislators have to 
make the best of an 
imperfect world 


involves. They will he encouraged to 
resolve their problems face to face 
through mediation rather than through 
the often acrimonious exchange oflet- 
ters between their respective solicitors. 
And, if the mediator feels there is a 
prospect that a marriage can he saved. 


mediation will cease and the couple 
will be referred to a marriage coun- 
sellor. who may even be able to help 
them rescue their relationship. 

If the marriage cannot be saved, 
then ! believe that the Bill's framework 
wiD make it far more likely that the 
couple can make future living arrange- 
ments in a way that will enable any 
children involved to retain the best 
possible relationship with both parents 
after divorce. 

I would greatly prefer it if all mar- 
riages were happy, and that divorce 
never happened. However, I do not 
have a magic wand. -As legislators, we 
have a duty to make the best of what 
is often an imperfect world, and to 
introduce laws that are framed for 
people as they are, rather than as we 
would like them to be. That is why I 
believe that the Family Law Bill rep- 
resents a real opportunity to improv e 
the divorce laws, and as such, deserves 
the support of all those who claim tq 
champion marriage and family life. 

The writer is Lord Chancellor 


Nursery crimes? Not guilty 

Working mothers should not feel ashamed - quality day care can benefit children, argues Fran Abrams 


I f some people are to be believed. 

some of Britain's best-educated, 
most highly motivated parents are 
irrevocably damaging Lheir children by 
sending them to school before thev are 
out of nappies. This week, Paddy 
Holmes, an independent school head- 
teacher, warned that youngsters were 
being treated “like young an imals, 
staying with their mothers only as long 
as they are biologically dependent”. 
The emotional development of these 
children could be stunted by isolation 
from their mothers at so young an age. 
she argued. 

Coming at a time when the number 
of under-fives in education and day 
care is rising, this might seem more 
than a little surprising. The proportion 

In a ITS study, 
nursery children were 
five times less likely 
to become delinquent 

of two-year-olds in prep schools went 
up by 27 per cent last year and the 
Government has promised education 
for all four year-olds. Almost 50 per 
cent of women with children under 
five now have jobs compared with just 
35 per cent in 1987. 

It is not surprising, then, that Mrs 
Holmes’ comments caused something 
of a furore, sparking deep anger 
among parents - no one wants to hear 
that they are not bringing up their chil- 
dren properly - and heated comment 
from traditionalists who would like to 
see more women in the home. But if 
her warning is well-founded, there are 
grave implications for the future well- 
being of many thousands of children. 

Mrs Holmes backed her case by 
quoting the classic theory of emotional 
attachments developed more than 40 
years ago bv Dr John Bowlby. con- 
firming children's deep-seated need to 
bond with their mothers. However, she 
did not add that Bowlby later revised 
his theory’ t0 include any stable rela- 
tionship with an adulL Nor did she 
mention that subsequent research 
confirmed children's ability to form 
more than one such attachment - with 
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Happy days: but critics say very young chBdren stotM mrt be sent to mmseries ^ Joan RusseWGtoelian 


a carer and with parents, for example. 

The debate on whether working 
mothers are banning their children 
may continue in the press but in the 
academic world there is little dis- 
agreement. A comprehensive review 
of the evidence published recently in 
the Journal of Child Psychology and 
Psychiatry concluded that two year- 
olds are unlikely to suffer barm from 
day care. That said, some studies sug- 
gested that children of less than a year 
who spent more than 20 hours a week 
in day care might not develop as fast. 
But even these suggestions remained 
unproven, the review said. 

In fact, it concluded, there could be 


positive advantages to taking chil- 
dren out of the home, particularly for 
those from deprived backgrounds who 
may suffer from cramped conditions 
and a lack of stimulation. A US study 
showed that after a good nursery edu- 
cation, young people were five times 
less likely to become delinquent and 
three limes more likely to own their 
own houses when they grew up. 

The key word here is “quality". The 
experts say that very young children 
need a high staffing ratio, a quiet envi- 
ronment and plenty of space so that 
they are not crowded. It is also vital 
that they build lasting relationships, 
and the best nurseries have a “key 


worker” system so that each child 
knows who to turn to in moments of 
insecurity. 

There is a question mark over the 
quality of care young children are now 
receiving. The National Children's 
Bureau has just launched a three-year 
research project aimed at developing 
good training for nursery staff. Its 
authors say child care often fails to 
reach a sufficiently high standard, 
with many nurseries having a high staff 
turnover. It is difficult for children to 
form the dose ties they need with 
either adults or children, they say. 
because they may see different people 
each time they attend. 


Ironically, the nursery departments 
of the prep' schools that Mrs Holmes 
represents may not always be the best 
places for the' very young. They arc 
exempt from the Children Art, which 
says there must be a member of staff 
for every three under-threes, and they 
are not subject to the four-yearly 
inspections which comparable state 
schools receive. 

Many parents are aware of these 
shortcomings mid yet they continue to 
send their children to such schools and 
nurseries in cver-greater numbers. 
This is not because they are uncaring 
or even because they do not want to 
spend time with their children, but 
because they have little choice. The i 
need to work and pressure from | 
employers play a large part in their 
decisions. Fathers work an average of 
47 hours per week and. although ; 
women are more often part-time 
workers, they may have to leave their 
children in nurseries for long periods. 

Given the chance, people do choose 
to spend more lime with their chil- 
dren. In Sweden, where both mothers 
and fathers share a total of 15 months* 
paid leave when they have a child, the 
number of babies in nurseries has 
dropped from 3,000 m 1975 to just 200 
today. Although there is high-quality 
care available, children in Sweden 
tend to stay at home until around IS 
months of age. And when parents do 
return to work, they take advantage of 
employers’ more sympathetic atti- 
tudes and spread the load between 
them, so that most children spend only 
six or seven hours per day in care. In 
Britain, the natural desire of parents 
to spend more time with their young 
children is frustrated because the 
workplace is so much less supportive. 

Paddy Holmes’s poorly argued 
comments this week will only have 
compounded that frustration, by 
feeding on fears that children are 
damaged by being in nursery care. 
She picked' the wrong target. The 
research does not bear out these 
fears. Ms Holmes would have been 
wiser, instead, to attack the real 
problem: the unwillingness on the 
part of the Government and employ- 
ers to foster a working world that 
would allow parents to do what most 
quite dearfy want to do: care for their 
young children themselves. 


Let’s keep our eyes on the Swedes 

Europe’s biggest welfare state is in trouble How it copes could hold lessons for the rest of us 

. _ ... rwccihif* hv thp lavish state-sub- IK I sector, which realh/ eathered uace in there were more encouraem 


I t is earlv spring in Stockholm. The 
economy is growing and the city 
seems as clean, shining and prosper- 
ous as ever - yet people are concerned- 
Some, like the journalists, are so con- 
cerned that they are out on srrdce.but 
all Swedish wage-earners are finding 
that their living standards arc being 
i u., hi«h»r tarn linn ana » 


made possible ty the lavish state-sub- 
sidised child-care system. The state 
pays about 90 per cent of the cost of 
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after their children. The household 
sector of the economy, the things 
which in other countries are done 
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for public services. . f _ re Swedish economist, Assar unaDecK, 

The Swedish model of the weitar Sweden had “nationalised 

stale is in trouble, and bow ihe de«nL 

left-of-centre Social Democrats now m Swedisfa people want to do 

power cope with this problem ma, wbv shouldn’t they? If they are 
cany a message for the rest of Europe- d to pay the taxes, then that 

Fbr while the pressures on the 

welfare system are the pressur . • j. * j 

other European welfare systems wn>- Q ne economist Said 

with its excellent education and & Sweden had 

^ nationalised the family 
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L JJ, of GDP passes through the state to voting, they vote for lower 
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into an economic transaction. One 
Swedish economist, Assar Lindbeck, 
said that Sweden had “nationalised 
the family” - 

But if Swedish people want to do 
this, why shouldn’t they? If they are 
prepared to pay the taxes, then that 


One economist said 
Sweden had 
nationalised the family 


H AMISH McRAE 


their tax money. And top tax rates 
have come down, so that they are now 
lower than in neighouring Denmark. 

True, there is a tax shortfall at pre- 
sent. The Swedish budget deficit is 
now 15 per cent of GDI* and the plan 
to get tnis down to the 3 per cent 
Maastricht limit by 1997 looks shaky. 
The draft budget for next year was 
published last week and was the famil- 
iar mix of tax increases and trims and 
tucks to spending. Living standards 
will continue to be squeezed, people 
will try to offset that by demanding 
higher wages, and some of those who 
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Swedish birth rate strong impression here is that, while 
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are disappointed will respond by going 
on strike. But the problem seems to 
me to be less one of taxation or polit- 
ical will, but rather one of the distor- 
tions to the economy that the 
tax/spend regime causes. 

One distortion from the tax system 
is that it discourages the formation of 
new companies, another that it dis- 
courages increased employment by 
established ones. With the exception of 
Xkea and Telia Pak, all the famous 
names of Swedish industry are old. 
Vblra, Ericsson, Scania were all built 
up before the rapid growth of the state 


sector, which really gathered pace in 
the 1960s. The big companies are won- 
derful, but they will not create much 
new employment. Indeed, the Swedish 
private sector employs no more people 
now than it did in 1960. Unemploy- 
ment, if you add in government make- 
work schemes, is over 12 percent This 
is naturally deeply alarming to the 
young, well-educated people coming on 
to the job market for the first time. 

So what will happen? Ask the 
sophisticated people in the financial 
services sector and they say that the 
economic need for change is dear, but 
the perception of that need for change 
has yet to sink in. So the country faces 

There is general 
support for a high-tax/ 
high-spend system 


some more years of disappointmen t It 
will be trimming, chipping and taxing. 

That is a gloomy prospect because 
the underlying financial equation will 
become more adverse. As the popu- 
lation of Sweden, like that of the whole 
of Europe, ages, further resources will 
have to be switched into care for the 
old. Quite unfairly, the value for 
money offered tty the state will appear 
to diminish, nor because of any fall in 
efficiency, but simply because there 
will be fewer people paying money in, 
and more people taking it ouL 

Viewed from outside, though, I felt 


there were more encouraging signs. 
Here are five. One is the new Pnme 
Minister, Goram Persson. who not 
only understands the problems of 
public finances but also understands 
the need to tell voters a story: to 
explain and to teach. 

Another is that these voters are 
wonderfully educated right across the 
population. If things are properly 
explained, there is a thoughtful and 
cohesive audience. 

A third is a growing appreciation of 
the need for personal savings- Swedish 
savings are very low at every level. A 
banker friend, who has just co- 
authored a book on the significance of 
global savings in the world economy, 
found, when h was launched this 
week, that many of the questions 
were about personal savings in Swe- 
den. People are saying that as they can- 
not be sure they will be able to rely on 
the state in 25 years, they should start 
to make some provision now. 

Next, Sweden has excellent banks 
and insurance companies that will be 
eager to develop ways of supple- 
menting the state welfare system if 
that is what the customers want The 
financial infrastructure is there. 

And finally Sweden is, after the US 
and the UK, the most successful 
exporter of pop music in the world. 
This shows not onfy that the spirit of 
entrepreneurship is alive and well, 
despite the barriers put in the way of 
the growth of small businesses: it also 
shows that Sweden can develop new 
service sector exports, and in one of the 
fastest-growing fields of world trade. 


Politicians should be educating the 
public about the consequences of the 
growth in traffic, says John Adams 


G reat news! Things may get 
worse more slowly. That is 
the limited ambition of yester- 
day’s Transport Green Paper, a 
policy document that promised 
so much but has delivered little. 

The disappointment that 
many will feel is in direct pro- 
portion >o the time and con- 
sideration that has gone into 
finding solutions for the mas- 
sive anticipated rise in road 
traffic in the next few years. The 
Government has spent a year 
and a half pondering ideas put 
forward by the Royal Commis- 
sion on Environmental Pollu- 
tion (which had itself spent a 
similar period studying the 
issue). Brian Mawhinney has 
had his “Great Debate". Yet. 
whaL at the end of all this, did 
the Government produce yes- 
terday? Weasel words, plans to 
consul! further and a fridge on 
all the key issues. 

A glance at the Green 
Paper's most significant con- 
clusions demonstrates how 
ministers have missed an 
opportunity. The proposals are 
indeed modest: better co-ordi- 
nation of trunk-road planning 
and regional land- use plan- 
ning: more powers for councils 
to manage traffic promotion of 
bus use: new strategies for 
walking and cycling: talks 
between industry and the CB1 
to reduce transport intensity. 

Yet, far and away the most 
important issue - car traffic - 
is inadequately tackled. This 
growth is making congestion 
and pollution worse, "under- 
mining public transport, pro- 
moting land-use sprawl, and 
making life more dangerous, 
restricted and unpleasant for all 
those without cars. So long as 
this growth continues, the Gov- 
ernment’s other relatively 
minor measures will be futile. 
Ministers know this: in every 
consultation exercise the Gov- 
ernment has conducted, it has 
been strongly urged to set a 
national traffic target, to come 
dean about how much traffic it 
thinks the country can take. Yet 
this is the Green Paper's con- 
sidered response: “There is a 
need for more focused debate 
on national targets. The Gov- 
ernment will consider the need 
for further analysis ” 

Although the Government 
does not have a national traf- 
fic target, it does have a fore- 
cast. Its “best assessment” is 
that traffic will double by 2025. 
Such a figure — implications 
of which are huge - demands 
leadership. Yet that is precise!)' 
what the Government - and 
Labour - is not giving. 

Most politidans in Britain 
still believe that to lead a cam- 
paign against increased car 


ownership would be to commit 
political suiride. They are prob- 
ably right. Most voters, if asked 
whether they would like a car, 
answer “yes". The Govern- 
ment’s Environment While 
Paper of 1991 “welcomes the 
continuing widening of car 
ownership as an important 
aspect of personal freedom and 
choice”. This welcome has not 
been retracted. Environmen- 
tally aware Labour supporters 
should not smirk. The Labour 
Party, in its environmental pol- 
ity. “In Trust for Tomorrow”, 
says. “We would like to see 
more people owning cars." 

So what would a political 
party that aspired to get enough 
votes to form a government do? 

‘Would you like to 
live in a dirty 
fume-filled 
greenhouse?’ 


It should ask a different ques- 
tion. “Would you like to live in 
a dirty, dangerous, congested, 
bleak] socially polarised, fume- 
filled greenhouse?” Politicians 
have a duty to explain to the 
voters what they are voting for. 
No more research is needed. 
The consequences of allowing 
the Government's “best assess- 
ment” about traffic levels in 
2025 to come true arc already 
known in sufficient detail. What 
is need to more education of 
the public about the realities. 

No one. is better qualified for 
this task than the Secretary of 
State for Transport. In 1973, Sir 
George Young set out his con- 
cerns about - the growth of 
tourism in a book. Tourism: 
Blessing or Blight?. He recog- 
nised that the tourist industry 
could not grow indefinitely; 
there would come a point when 
its costs would outweigh its 
benefits. He engaged in exactly 
the son of educational exercise 
that is needed even more 
urgently now. 

He argued: “Those who [seek 
to curb the growth of tourism] 
for the long-term benefit of 
society ... will stand accused of 
curbing man's freedom to 
travel. Such a criticism is short- 
sighted as it ignores the damage 
that unrestrained tourist devel- 
opment can cause and assumes 
that no price for freedom on 
movement can be too high.” 

Just add car traffic to tourism 
and you would have a credible 
transport policy statement. 


The writer is a reader in geogra- 
phy’ at University College London. 
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Robert Hersant 


Rack 


Though not as well known in the 
UK as Rupert Murdoch. 
Robert Maxwell or Silvio 
Berlusconi, in his native France 
Robert Hersant was the media 

raogul par excellence. “I ni nei- 
ther Citizen Kane nor Randolph 
Hearst. I own no mines, no fac- 
tories, no oil companies. I am 
only a press baron,’' he said. 

Yet, from humble beginnings 
as the creator of Auto-Journal, 
he built the Hersant Press 
Group, which controlled many 
of France's leading national 
(U Figaro, France Soir) and re- 
gional dailies (Le Counter dc 
FOuest , Le Pra&te-Lyon-matin). 
giving him an undemocratic 30 
per cent share of the market 
there. He also showed an amaz- 
ing resilience and ability to 
reinvent himself in a political 
career which saw him flirting 
with the extreme right in the 
Second World War and later 
backing Francois Mitterrand’s 
early presidential bid (in 1965} 
before rejoining the right- 
qf-centre UDF and becoming 
a" member of the European 
Parliament. 

Born in Vertou (Loire- 
Atlantiquejin 1920, this son of 
a Breton captain did not answer 
the call of the sea. At the age 
of 13, he was already designing 
mock lay-outs for newspapers. 
He studied in Le Havre and 
Rouen where he met the 
influential right-winger Jean 
Lecanuet, who was the town's 
mayor. At the age of 16. Her- 
sant became secretary-general 
of the socialist youth of the Nor- 
mandy area. He then feli in with 
the Front Populaire and, during 
the Nazi occupation, gravitated 
towards the Vichy regime, 
launching Jeune Front, an anti- 
Jewish 3nd anti-freemason 
organisation. 

From the Dreyfus affair to 
Petain's collaborators and Le 
Pen's recent outbursts, there has 
always been a pernicious anti- 
Semitism in some comers of 
French society and the young 
Robert certainly added to it at 
the time, setting up Jeunes 
Forces, a publication singing 
the praises of Marshal Pcfain, 
and writing in Pilori, a weekly 
magazine supposedly “fighting 
freemasonry”. 


When the Liberation came, 
Hersant was himself pilloried 
and condemned to 10 years of 
national indignity, a sanction 
reserved for French people 
who had collaborated with the 
enemy. Following an amnesty 
four years later, Hersant could 
enter public life again. 

While compiling a car an- 
nual, he spotted a gap in the 
French magazine market and in 
1949 he launched Auto-Journal 
which targeted car-owners en- 
joying their first taste of the 
open road. The publication was 
an unqualified success (its 
circulation increased tenfold 
to 300.000 in the space of three 
years) and set him on the road 
to greater riches. In 1952, 
Hersant started the daily Oise- 
Matin, which gave him a plat- 
form to get back into 
politics. 

The following year, he 
became mayor of RavencJ and, 
in 1956. he stood for parliament 
in the Oise department under 
the wing of President Pierre 
Me nd&s- France and Eranqois 
Mitterrand’s UDSR (Union 
Democratique et Socialist? de 
la Resistance), he was duly 
elected. For different reasons, 
both Hersant (an advocate of 
the free market) and Mitterrand 
shared a dislike of General de 
Gaulle’Sffirigirft' tendencies and 
in 1965, Hersant provided fi- 
nancial backing for Mitter- 
rand's first bid for the French 
presidency. Though unsuccess- 
ful. this cheeky attempt forced 
de Gaulle to fight a second 
round and established Mitter- 
rand as a politician of national 
stature, and, after two more set- 
backs, he eventually entered the 
Elysee in 1981. 

By then Hersant, who had- 
once been quite happy to take 
advantage- of the Communist 
vote to get re-elected under the 
aegis of Mitterrand's FGDS 
(Federation de la Gauche De- 
mocratique et Socialiste), had 
moved across to Vhlery Giscard 
DTstaing's UDF (Union De- 
mocratique Franqaise), on the 
right of centre. 

He was out of favour with the 
Oise electorate between 1978 
and 1986 but was back at the 
National Assembly for two 


years after that. In 1984, he be- 
came a Member of the Euro- 
pean Parliament, achieving the 
dubious honour of one of the 
most dismal attendance records 
in Strasbourg (a survey showed 
he had turned up just 10 times 
in 284 days, and unkind critics 
muttered about his need for 
parliamentary immunity). 

However, this rather sketchy 
political career, worthy of a Vid- 
kun Quisling, was eclipsed by 
Hersanfs many business 
achievements. In 1955, follow- 
ing the launch of Oise-Matin, 
Hersant started L 'Equipment 
Menager and Le QuincaiUer and 
capitalised on France’s con- 
sumer boom of the late Fifties. 
He then set up the Publiprint 
press agency and. in 195S. he be- 
gan acquiring French newspa- 
pers left, right and centre. This 
soon earned him the nickname 
of “ Papivore " (a pun on cami- 
iw and papier . meaning paper- 
* eater) as he ruthlessly cut jobs, 
at one time merging four re- 
gional titles to create Centre- 
Presse. Over the next 35 years, 
the Hersant strategy paid off 
as his Socpress and Groups 
France-An lilies companies 
bought Paris-Normandie , Le 
Daupiiini Lib4re, Le Courtier de 
L 'Quest. Le Progres Lyon-matin 
and Les Demieres Nouvelles 
d’Alsace. 

The French are not keen 
newspaper readers (the biggest 
sellersbarely reach the 500.000 


mark), but the regional press is 
far more important in France 
than in the UK. However, Her- 
sant’s increasing grip on the 
market soon obliterated any 
semblance of diversity and was 
never properly brought to book 
under France's press monopoly 
laws, even though the com- 
bined readership of ail bis titles 
nudged 3 million. 

Ibis might have had some- 
thing to do with the press 
baron’s purchase in 1975 of Le 
Figaro , a Paris (and thus na- 
tional and influential) paper 
which bad moved a long way 
right from its satirical origins 
and was badly in need of new 
blood and an injection of cash. 
Always one for cost-cutting, 
Hersant moved the paper fur- 
ther to the right and away from 



Hersant: from 1358 he began acquiring Raich newspapers left, right and centre, earning the nickname ‘Papivore’, a pun on carnivore and papier 
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its expensive Champs-Efysees 
premises. He also set up re- 
gional presses to improve dis- 
tribution and take on the 
regional competition head on. 

Over the years, and taking a 
leaf out of the British press, 
he added sections and sup- 
plements like Figaro Magazine, 
Madame Figaro. Le Figaro 
Economic, Le Figaro Lilt entire, 
Figaroscope . Tl' Magazine and, 
just recently, Le Figaro Multi- 
media. In 1976, Hersant tight- 
ened his hold over the Paris 
market with the purchase of 
L’Aurore and France-Soir, which * 
became a Sun-like counterpart 
to his Figaro/Times. With its 


screaming headlines and sen- 
sationatistic pictures, this pop- 
ular paper always rose to the 
British tabloids' Frog-baiting. 

There were ill-fated moves 
into radio aqd television, espe- 
cially an attempt with Silvio 
Berlusconi to establish a fifth 
French terrestrial television 
channel. La Cinq. The two men 
never saw eye to eye and their 
venture' only lasted from 1987 
to 1990 and was an unqualified 
fiasco (game shows galore) 
which wouldn’t have passed a 
British-style quality threshold 

The early Nineties saw Her- 
sant concentrate on his press, 
empire and take full advantage 


of new printing and compu ting 
technology. He looked abroad 
acquiring a stake in the 
Brussels daily Le Soir and also 
investing in Poland (Rzesc- 
pospotita, the “Republic”, the 
first Polish daily’), the Czech Re- 
public and Hungary. 

However, Hersanfs reliance 
on bank Joans to finan ce his 
takeovers left his group 
exposed (with reported debts 
of 6 billion francs) and, when 
the circulation of some of his’ 
papers started to dwindle, he 
had to sell 10 of his more 
profitable magazines (including 
his beloved Auto-Journal) to 
the conglomerate Emap. His 


empire is now likely to be 
broken up. . 

A keen admirer of Lord 
Beaverbrook, Robert Hersant 
was a pragmatist and claimed he 
wasjust giving readers what they 
wanted. He didn't interfere in 
the daily running of Le Figaro 
and France-Soir, which leant to 
the right, but the hagiographic 
tributes in Monday’s and Tues- 
day’s editions of the papers 
left a yawning gap where his 
shameful war record should 
have been exposed. 

Jean D’Oanesson, a French 
intellectual and member of the 
Academie Franchise who was at 
Le Figaro when Hersant bought 


the paper and became a friend, 
remembers him “not as a news- 
man who owned newspapers 
but as a media entrepreneur. He 
had a very powerful press group 
and he considered newspapers 
as a business.” 

Robert Hersant’s death 
marks the end of an era. Hope- 
fully, a more pluralist French 
newspaper industry will rise 
from his ashes. 

Pierre Perrone 

Robert Joseph Emile Hersant, 
publisher and politician: bom 
l 'ertou, France 31 January 1 920; 
monied [eight children); died 
Saint-Cloud 21 April 1996. 
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General Tran Van Tra In 1973: one of the most experienced battlefield commanders Vietnam has ever known 
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The north/south divide in Viet- 
nam was supposed to have end- 
ed in 1976 when the country was 
officially reunited a year after 
the Communist victory in 
Saigon. But to many southern- 
ers. it seemed and still seems as 
if they were conquered by the 
dogmatists in Hanoi and their 
northern henchmen who pro- 
ceeded to impose their domi- 
nance over every aspect of life 
in the South. This feeling of re- 
sentment is not restricted to 
those who opposed the Com- 
munist take-over. It is shared by 
many southerners who active- 
ly fought against what they 
used to call the American pup- 
pet regime in Saigon. Amongst 
them, one of the most promi- 
nent figureheads was General 
Tran Vhn Tra, who died last 
weekend in Ho Chi Minh City, 
or rather Saigon, the place he 
always regarded as home. And 
it is there and throughout 
southern Vietnam that his 
death is likely to be most deeply 
mourned. 

Without a doubt. General Tra 
was one of the most experienced 
battlefield commanders Viet- 
nam has known, having started 
his career by opposing the 
French on their return to Indo- 
China in 1945 and then contin- 
uing on to Gght the American 
and South Vietnamese forces 
until the conquest of Saigon in 
April 1975. Yet although imme- 
diately after this victory he was 

appointed head of the Military 
Management Committee of Ho 
Oii Minh City, Tra was never ac- 
corded the full honours many 
of his troops thought he deserv- 
ed. He had ciasticd loo often 
with the policy-makers in Hanoi 
and the men they sent south to 
guide the course of the war. 

True Tra was a Communist. 
He joined the party in 1938 and 


was twice arrested by the 
French colonial authorities for 
his political activities as a stu- 
dent in Saigon before and dur- 
ing the Second World War. As 
such he was typical of the gen- 
eration which grew up in south- 
ern Vietnam or Cochin-China 
as it was then known during the 
1920s and 1930s. Educated at 
French-administered schools, 
they learnt about liberty, fra- 
ternity and equality, but could 
only dream of such ideals being 
applied in Vietnam. It was only 
natural therefore for Tra to join 
the Viet Minh resistance move- 
meat 3s soon as it emerged in 
1945, when he was soon ap- 
pointed a local commander in 
the area surrounding Saigon. 

During the next nine years of 
hit-and-run guerrilla skirmish- 
es against the French, he in- 
evitably acquired a great deal of 
knowledge of the terrain and 
the most suitable tactics to use 
there and throughout the south 
before the Geneva Agreements 
in 1954 ended the first phase of 
the Vietnam Wir and resulted 
in the partition of the country. 
It was then that General Tra first 
went north where, because of his 
rank and reputation, he was 
appointed one of the Deputy 
Chiefs of Staff of the Armed 
Forces. However it was a desk 
job in which he was subordinate 
to several northern generals 
who owed their positions more 
to their proletarian origins than 
their prowess on the battlefield. 

Only when the war recom- 
menced in the South in the ear- 
ly 1 960s was Tra abld to escape 
Hanoi and return to the ferri- 
roiy where he felt at home. Even 
then, although he was respon- 
sible for rallying and (raining lo- 
cal forces m the South, which 
became known as the Viet 
Cong, he was not given overall 


cdbunand. It was generals and 
political commissars from the 
North who derided policy and 
dictated how the war should be 
fought on the ground. Thus the 
derision to launch the Tet Of- 
fensive in 1968 against the ma- 
jor cities and towns in South 
Vietnam as well as the Ameri- 
can embassy in Saigon, was 
made in Hanoi without General 
Tra being present, but it was his 
forces which took most of the 
casualties when it largely failed 
in its objectives. 

He was determined therefore 
that no similar mistakes should 
be made when planning got un- 
derway for another major of- 
fensive in 1975. Defying orders 
from Hanoi, he made his way 
north to explain the situation on 
the ground to the Politburo and 
Chiefs of Staff whom he con- 
sidered to be very ignorant of 
the realities of the struggle in 
the South. As a result, he did 
manage to bring about some 
changes in Hanoi's strategic 
planning, but ultimately it was 
the northern generals who 
claimed credit for the victory in 
Saigon where their troops 'tri- 
umphantly entered Indepen- 
dence Palace to enforce the 
surrender of the South Viet- 
namese regime whereas all the 
groundwork foT this achieve- 
ment Had been carried out bv 
local forces led by General Tra. 

Even his elevation to be- 
come head of the Military Man- 
agement Committee in the 
former South Vietnamese cap- 
ital had a bittersweet taste. He 
spent only □ few- months in the 
post before being transferred 
once more to a virtual sinecure 
in Hanoi. After a couple of years 
there, he could stand ft no 
longer particularly after his 
main northern bugbear. Gen- 
eral Van Tien Dung, published 


a boastful account of how he 
personally had masterminded 
the final victory in the South. So 
General Tra returned to Saigon 
to write his own memoirs in five 
volumes starting with the last 
one about the events of 1975. 
As soon as it appeared in print, 
it was banned and Tra himself 
was banished to the countryside 
to look after a pig farm. 

But his former comrades in 
arms did not forget him. In 19S7 
when Vietnam embarked on an 
open-door economic policy, 
ironically enough led by south- 
erners who resented Hanoi's 
previous iron-fist tactics, many 
veteran members of the Viet 
Cong met together to form the 
Club of the Former Resistance 
Figjhers with General Tra as one 
of its leaders. This apparently 
autonomous southern move- 
ment soon alarmed the leader- 
ship in Hanoi which moved 
quickly to ban it and create dis- 
sension between General lira 
and his friends. This is now the 
subject of much of the samizdat 
literature now being circulated 
in Vietnam and abroad on the 
Internet by aggrieved south- 
erners who still resent Hanoi’s 
heavy hand and the treatment 
meted out to General Tra. 

Indeed, by those who knew 
him he is likely to be remem- 
bered not only as a brilliant and 
brave general, but also an ed- 
ucated and well-read man who 
got on well with the troops un- 
der his command and appreci- 
ated that the Vietnamese are 
undoubtedly one nation but 
dial the North differs from the 
South in many respects. 

Judy Stowe 

Tran I an Tra, soldier and politi- 
cian: bom Quang Ngai Proi-incc, 
Vietnam 1918; died Ho Chi 
Math City 20 April 1996. 
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DEATHS 

BOWEN: Colonel Cecil William MC 
OSlI RAMC. died aged 75 wars, m 
the Shropshire and Mid Wales Hos- 
pice. on 1 9 April L996. Husband of 
Rosemary (nee Rcnshaw) for 49 
years. Beloved father of Jane. Sarah 
and Rupert. Dear Grandpa to Adam 
and proud “Damper" to Rebecca. 
Oliver and Rosie. “Non omni* mod- 
al- ", Family funeral followed by cre- 
mation. No flowers. If desired, 
donations lo Army Benewkni Fund, 
or Shropshire and Mid Wiles Hospice. 
Funeral Directors: A.S, Morris and 
Son. Church Suction. 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

FRASER: A memorial service lor Dr 
Caroline Fraser will be held oa Sat- 
urday 25 May I at 3pm. in Christ 

Church Cathedral. Oxford. 


Wills 

Edvrard Lang ton. second Baron 
Iiiffe. of Lower Basildon, Berkshire, 
the newspaper proprietor, left estate 
valued at £12^97 .361 neL He left 
£5 .POO to the Company of Fellowship 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 



IN MEMORIAM 

CHERNOBYL: 26 April I9S6. To past 
and future victims of ChcrnobvL n 
doesn't have to happen again. Thank 
God the future's volar. 

Announcements for Cuetie BIRTHS. 
Marriages & deaths should h C 

sent in writing lo the Gazette Editor, 
Tbc Independent, 1 Canada Square. Ca- 
nary Wharf, London E14 SDL. or tele- 
phoned to 6171-293 2011. and arc 
charged at £6.50 a line t VAT extra). 


Of Capper-, and Feltmnkers of Coven- 
try and bools from Basildon Home 
to the National Trust. 

Mr hur Sinclair Turnbull, of Bib am. 
Kent, founder in 1971 of Antiques 
Trade Cavite, left estate valued at 
£1.717534 net. 


Birthdays 

Mr John Battle MP, 45: Sir Roger 
Buckley. High Court judge. 57; Miss 
Carol Burnett. comedienne, riO: The 
Marquess of Bute, racing driver, 38: 
Sir Edward CazaleL High Court 
judge. 60; Mr Charlie Chester, co- 
median. Si Mr David Coleman, 
sports commentator. 70; Mr Jack 
Douglas, actor and comedian. 69; Sir 
Gordon Downey, former Comp- 
troller and Auditor General 68; Mr 
Justin Gosling. Principal St Ed- 
mund Hall, (Mord. 66: Professor 
Margaret Gowrng. scientific histori- 
an, 75: Mr Stuart Higgins, editor, the 
Sun, 40; Sir James HolL medieval his- 
torian, 74; Sir Robin Jacob. High 
Court judge, 55: Dr Urate Jones MP. 
45: Maj-Gcn Harry Kmmon, former 
director-general, London City and 
Guilds Institute, 75: Dr Anne 
McLaren, zoologist, 69; Professor 
Wilfrid Mellers, composer. S2: Sir 
Oliver Millar, former Surveyor of the 
Queen's Pictures.. 73: Professor Jack 
Morpurgo. Emeritus Professor of 
American Literature. Leeds Uni- 
versity. 78: Mr Peter Schaufuss. 
director. Royal Danish Ballet. 
Copenhagen, 46: Dr lan Twinn MP. 



46; Mr Derek Waring, actor. 66: Mr 
Morris West, novelist. 80. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Leonardo da Vina, painter, 
sculptor and architect 1452; Ferdi- 
nand -Vic tor Eugene Delacroix, 
painter, I79S; Harold Sidney 
Harmswonh, first Viscount Rather- 
mcrc, newspaper publisher, 1868: 
Ludwig Wittgenstein, philosopher, 
1889: Rudolf Hess, Nazi leader. 
1894; Jean Vjgo. film director. i905, 
Deaths: Nelson Keys, comedian. 
19.W; Dame Cicely Courtneidge, ac- 
tress. 1980: William “Count” Basic, 
jazz pianist and bandleader, 19S4, On 
this day: the Dulae of York married 
Elizabeth BowevLyon. 1923; a new- 
building for the Madame Tuwaud's 
waxwork exhibition opened in Lon- 
don. 1928: the Cubans invaded Pana- 
ma. 1959: an accident at tbc Soviet 
nuclear power station at Chernobyl 
resulted in a massive nuclear leak. 
1986. Today is the Feast Day of Si 
Franca 01 Piacenza. St frschasius 
Radfertus, St Peter of Braga, St 
Richarius or Rjquicr and St Stephen 
of Perm. 


Lectures 

National Gallery. Lynda Stephens, 
“ Innocents Abroad (iii): Lotto, Sirin/ 
Jerome in adoration before a Cnici- 
fix". I pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Sarah 
Searighl. “ Islamic An Visions, of 
Paradise", 2.30pm. 

Luncheons 

HM Government 

Lord Fraser of Carmyllic QC, Min- 
ister of State at the Department or 
Trade and Induct!}', was the host at 
a luncheon held yesterday at Lan- 
caster House. London SWI. in ho- 
nour of Mr Kiogsky Wickrcmaratnc. 
Minister of Internal and Enteral 
Trade. Commerce and Fuel for the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Sri Lanka. 

Maple Leaf Club 

Mr Scree April, retiring Deputy 
High Commissioner fov Canada, 
was the guest of honour at a luncheon 
held yesterday by the Maple Leaf 
Club at the Royal Over-Seas League, 
St James's. London SWI. Mis Judith 
M. Steiner. Qub Chairman, presided. 


Mr Paul King. Agent-General for 
British Columbia, also spoke. 

Receptions 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC MP. 
Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, hosted a 
reception held yesterday at Lan- 
caster House. London SWl. |n aid 
of the Council of Christians and Jews 
and the Internal irmai Council of 
Christians and Jews. Sir Michael 
Latham, Mr Rifkind. Dr Jonathan 
Sacks, Chief Rabbi, and the Right 
Rev Richard Harries. Bishop of Ox- 
ford. were the speakers. Also present 
were Mr Paul Mendel. Director. 
CCJ. Sir Sigmund Sternberg. Chair- 
man of the Executive. ICCJ. The Rev 
Kathleen Richardson, Mcdcraior 
or the free Church Federal Council 
and Archbishop Gregorios orThy- 
ateira and Great Britain. 


Dinners 

Lord Mayor Westminster 
The Lord Mayor of Westminster. Mr 
Alan Bradley, and the Lady May- 


oress, Mrs Pamela Batty, were the 
hosts at a dinner held yesterdav at 
City Hall, London SWI. for Past Lord 
Mayors. 


Edna Lumb 

Artistic Trust 

The annual Edna Lumb Travel Prize 
for Leeds art students was awarded 
by the Edna Lumb Artistic Trust at 
a ceremony held yesterday at Leeds 
Metropolitan University. Mr David 
Morgan Rees presented the prize to 
uic joint winners. Mrs Loretta Scaife 
and Miss Lucy Pedlar. 


Details of synagogue service 
held tomorrow may be obtai 
telephoning the following. S; 
begins in London at S.Qlpm. 

United Synagogues; 0171-381 
reiteration of Synagogues: oj 
~63. Union ofLiberalaxid Pro! 
Synagogues 0171-580 1663. | 
Synagogues of Great Britain; 0] 
4731. Spanish and Pttrtngues 
t-nngregfltiom 0171-289 257; 
Ufttm Synagogue fMasortil: Q 
ifl&o. 
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Electricity roW: Bid fever spreads through the sector as pressure mounts for a full-scale rethink of competition policy 

US predators 
circle Southern 
and Midlands 
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MICHAEL HARRISON 

Pressure was mounting last 
night for a full-scale review of 
the Government's competition 
policy after it emerged that 
*an Lang, the Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary, blocked the 
National Power and PowerGen 
takeovers without fully con- 
sulting other Cabinet minis- 
ters and against the advice of 
colleagues. 

Ed Wallis, PowerGen's chair- 
man, wrote to Mr Lang sa ying 
he was “■dismayed" at the “in- 
comprehensible" decision anH 
warning that it might not now 
go through with the f 450m sale 
of two power stations to the 
Hanson-owned power croup 
Eastern. 

This would almost certainly 
prompt a Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission inquiry 
into PowerGen and the rest of 
the electricity generating in- 
dustry, casting doubt over the 
planned sale of the nuclear 
generator British Energy this 
summer. 

PowerGen also confirmed 
that it was seeking legal opin- 
ion on whether to seek a judi- 
cial review of Mr Lang's 
decision to block its takeover of 
Midlands Electricity after the 
MMC had given the deal the go- 


ahead along with National Row- 
er's £25bn bid for Southern 
Electric. 

Whitehall sources denied re- 
ports that Mr Lang had blocked 
the takeovers after being an . 
gered at 'National Power's ap- 
parent pre-empting of his 
derision by launching a re- 
newed conditional bid for 
Southern Electric They also re- 
jected suggestions that the 
mergers had been overruled to 
deter Southern Compny of the 
US, w hich already owns a REC, 
from mounting a hostile bid for 
National Power. 

It was being stressed that Mr 
Lang had reached the decision 
in a quasi- judicial capacity af- 
ter weighing oh the evi dence 
from the MMC report and as- 
sessing the impact of the two 
deals on competition. 

But It was also made p lain 
that his deputy, Energy Minis- 
ter Tim Eggar. had broadly 
supported the two mergers go- 
ing ahead while other senior 

ministe rs, thrtng frr to include the 

Deputy Prime Minister Michael 
Heseltine, were not directly 
consulted. 

Whitehall sources described 
Mr Wallis's letter and the threat 
of a judicial review as “pram-rat- 
tling" by PowerGen. National 
Pbwer meanwhile made it clear 



Underpowered: Graeme Odgers is the only full-time senior figure at the MMC 


that it would neither seek a ju- 
dicial review nor halt the £1.7hn 
sale of its generating capacity, 
also to Eastern Group. 

But there was general be- 
musement at how die Govern- 
ment and regulators could have 
blocked the two deals on the 
grounds of the detriments they 
posed to competition while 
supporting the creation of a 
large vertically-integrated gen- 
erator and electricity distribu- 
tion company in the shape of 
Eastern. 

There was also criticism from 


outside the power industry. Sir 
Bryan Carsberg, who resigned 
as Director General of Fair 
Trading last year after several 
policy disagreements with min- 
isters, said: “My feeling is that 
this is another episode that re- 
inforces the case for a review of 
the way our competition policy 
and institutions operate.” 

Sir Bryan repeated his calffor 
the MMC to be condensed into 
a smaller, professional compe- 
tition body with just halt a 
dozen full-time commission- 
ers. He also aid the MMC 


should be amalgamated with the 
Office of Fair Trading. 

At present the MMC has 
just one full-time chairman, 
Graeme Odgers, three pan- 
time chairmen and 28 other 
members who put in about half 
a day a week. 

It can only investigate when 
called on to' do so by the min- 
isters, the OFT or regulators of 
the privatised utilities. 

Another senior competition 
official was much more critical 
of Mr Lang's derision, saying: 
“This seems to have been a 
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rather unfortunate episode. It 
leaves the impression that the 
MMC was working on a differ- 
ent set of criteria to the DTL Ei- 
ther that or it was a piece of 
blatant politicking which is 
hardly desLreable. either." 

ftjwerGen had agreed to sell 
its High Marnham station in 
Nottinghamshire and the 
Drakelow plant in Derbyshire 
to Eastern but included a get- 
out clause in the contract in the 
event that its takeover of Mid- 
lands was blocked. 

Comment, page 19 


Fresh bid fever hit the power 
sector yesterday, with both 
Southern Electric and Mid- 
lands Electricity said to be in 
the sights of US predators, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

Bryan Townsend, chairman 
of Midlands, is thought to have 
received at least one informal 
approach from an overseas 
utility in the last 48 hours fol- 
lowing the shock dccison to 
block PowerGen's £1.9bn bid 
for Lhe company. 

Among the US utilities being 
mentioned as possible bidders 
were Houston Industries, which 
failed last year in a joint bid for 
Norweb, Mission Energy and 
Pacificorp. 

There were also reports that 
Southern Company of Atlanta 
might be lining up for a dawn 
raid on National Power, al- 
though sources close to the 
American power giant played 
this down. 

Southern, which already 
owns South Western Electric- 
ity and disclosed two weeks ago 
that it was considering an £8bn 
offer for National ftwer, would 
need LIS regulatory approval to 
buy National Power shares. It 
is not yet thought to have ob- 
tained this. 

Midlands Electricity shares 
rose 17p to 388p while South- 
ern Electric was lip up al 
835p. 

National Power shares also 
recovered from heavy falls er- 
lier in the day to stand just 8p 
lower at 556p while Power- 
Gen was down 15p at 555p. 

One observer said: "Ian 
Lang’s decision to block the two 


takeovers by the generators 
has put everything back on the 
table." 

If Southern were to bid for 
National Power it would prob- 
ably have to dispose of a ma- 
jority holding in Sweb 
otherwise its offer would almost 
certainly, be referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. 

Meanwhile, National Power 
executives were urgently de- 
riding what strategy to pursue 
following the refusal to allow its 
£Z5bn bid for Southern Elec- 
tric to proceed. 

One option is to proceed with 
a share buyback or payment of 
a special dividend to share- 
holders. Analysts estimate that 
the generator could afford to 
purchase up to 15 per cent of 
its own shares in a move that 
would cost £900m. 

Other alternatives discussed 
by senior National Power ex- 
ecutives and their advisers at a 
meeting on Wednesday evening 
include further overseas pur- 
chases or UK acquisitions out- 
side the power sector. 

There also remains the pos- 
sibility that National Power 
may set up its own electricity 
supply business in readiness to 
attack the domestic market 
when it is liberalised in 1998. 
The generator could seek to set 
up a joint venture supply comp- 
ny with one or more regional 
electricity companies. 

An announcement about Na- 
tional Power’s strategy is ex- 
pected by the time of' its 
preliminary resuis in the latter 
half of next month. 
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Ibstock builds 
on bricks with. 
Redland deal 
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TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Ibstock is to become Britain's 
leading brick manufacturer, 
pushing ils biggest rival Hanson 
into second place, with the 
£I60m acquisition of Redlands 
UK operations. The deal, which 
involves a £100m rights issue, 
yesterday sent Ibstock' s shares 
15 per cent higher to S5-5p as 
the market welcomed a long 
overdue consolidation of the 
struggling brick industry. 

Ian MaclellaiV chief execu- 
tive, brushed aside concerns that 
Lhe deal, which takes Ibstock’s 
marke t share to 35 per cent, 
would be referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. The company would 
not say as much, but it is un- 
derstood that the Office of Fair 
Trading will wave the deal 
through in return for some dis- 
posals in areas such as the Mid- 
lands where Ibstock will 
become a dominant producer. 

The possibility of a referral 
was highlighte d by the structure 
of the two-for-three rights issue 
being used to part-fund iheac- 
qmsition. Pitched al 55p, a size- 
able discount to Wednesdays 
dose of 743p, the issue is de- 
pendent on the deal being 
shown a green light 

Sir Cohn Hope, chairman, 
said: “This is a unique oppor- 
tunity for Ibstock to establish ds 
core UK brick business al the 
forefront of the indnstt y. Th ere 
wiB be significant opportunities 
to reduce overheads and oper- 
ating costs in the combined 
business." 

He highlighted the sensitivity 

of the brick industiy to capac- 
ity utilisation and price in- 
creases. saying that a £1 


increase in lhe typical £L50-per- 
thousand selling price for bricks 
would add £l.lm to profits. Sim- 
ilarly, a 20 per cent rise in de- 
mand wouldadd £3m to profits. 

Mr Maddlan would not be 
drawn on passible jcb tosses, but 
since Ibstock acquired Tarmac’s 
brick business .50 of its target’s 
700 workers have lost their jobs. 
The Redland operations employ 
about 2300 staff, suggesting up 
to 100 jobs could be at risk. 

If the takeover is approved, 
Ibstock wiD overtake Hanson’s 
operations which produce 31 
per cent of the market's total 
output ofaboul 3 billion bricks 
a year. It follows nine months 
after Ibstock acquired Ihnnac’s 
brick business, with 7.5 per 
cent of the market, for £7lin. 

Ibstock is believed to have 
outbid ‘Wienebexger, the Aus- 
trian producer that until earli- 
er this week was favenrite to 
acquire the Redland business. 
It defended the price paid, 
which txKnpared'wnh-qperaling 
profits of only £8 5m last year, 
by jif Twriismg overhead reduc- 
tions of about £6m from lhe in- 
tegration of the acquired 
business with its exKtmgplants. 

The announcement of the 
gp-ftland acqnisi lion acco m pa- 
nied an 83 jxt cere jnn^ in pre- 
law profits from £143m to 
fT fiT-m. At the bottom end of 


expectations, me Eumpany 
jmtted that the rise was from a 

The result was driven fry a rag 
improvement m profits from 
UK bricks and a windfall IrOm 
a surge in the price 

winch more than dodMea 
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est products division to £12.1m- 


Woolwich approach to ScotAm rebuffed 


NIC acirm 

Woolwich Building Society 
made an unsuccessful bid to en- 
tice Scottish Amicable, lhe large 
mutual insurer, into takeover 
talks, it emerged yesterday. 

The offer came shortly after 
Wiolwicb, the UK’s third- largest 
building society, announced 
plans for its own £3bn stock mar- 
ket flotation in January. 

But the proposal was rejected 
by ScotAm. which said at the 
lime it saw no useful advantage 
in surrendering its mutuality to 
a building society. 

Woolwich Building Society 
yesterday denied that it had 
tabled a formal bid for the Glas- 
gow-based insurer “There has 
been no approach made by the 


IN THE FRAME 


Mutuals for possible 
acquisitfon/ flotation 

Life Funds under 

insurer . management 

Scottish WkJows £22.6bn 
Scottish Amicable £14bn 
Friends Provident £15bn 
National Provident 
Institution £8bn 

Norwich Union £30br 
Scottish Provident £5bn 
Scottish Life £4.5bn 


Woolwich 10 Scottish Amicable 
or to Scottish Agreeable, for that 
matter,” a spokesman said. 

However, other industiy 
sources claimed the building 


society had approached sever- 
al insurers, including Scottish 
Provident, NPI and Friends 
Provident, m the past few 
months. 

NPI has strongly denied it is 
about to be taken over. Sources 
at Scottish Provident said it too 
was opposed to de-muiualisa- 
tiou - but if a predator were to 
make an exceptionally high bid. 
the company would be duty- 
bound to consider it. 

Details of Woolwich’s ap- 
proaches support suggestions by 
some analysts that the society is 
acutely conscious of its need to 
build itself up as a financial in- 
stitution even before its flotation 
takes place next year. 

In January, the society, which 
was recently rocked by the sud- 


den resignation of its chief ex- 
ecutive Peter Robinson over 
allegations of financial irregu- 
larities which he denies, said it 
was under no pressure to seek 
further acquisitions before de- 
mutualisation. 

The approach also highlights 
the growing uncertainty sur- 
rounding the future of the UK’s 
top mutual insurers, several of 
which are known to be up for 
sale in the wake of the de-mu- 
tualisation fever gripping build- 
ing societies. 

A report by Bacon & 
Woodrow, independent actu- 
aries, forecast a year ago that 
only half the 100 dr so insurance 
companies now in existence 
would survive beyond five years. 

Last year, Norwich Union an- 


nounced that it is considering 
a £1.7bn flotation later this 
year. General Accident, the 
Scottish composite, took over 
Provident Mutual last year. 

Even Standard Life, the 
hugest mutual insurer in Europe, 
admitted that the job description 
of one of its senior executives in- 
cluded investigating a possible 
flotation or even the takeover of 
a building society. 

Most recently. Friends Prov- 
ident, 1 which has about £15bn 
under management, has been 
singled out as a likely takeover 
target for Sun Alliance and 
Abbey National. 

Prudential was also said on 
Monday to have thrown its hat 
in the ring for Friends Provi- 
dent- But a senior industry 


source claimed yesterday the an- 
nouncement of Prudential’s in- 
terest may have been aimed at 
forcing one of the rival bidders 
to speed up its own talks. 

“The problem now is that 
there are a tot of smokescreens 
being thrown up,” another in- 
surance analyst said. “It could 
be that a signal is being sent to 
Sun Alliance to negotiate more 
seriously for Friends Provident. 

‘Alternatively, the aim could 
be that of using Pro's interest 
as a way of flushing out other 
companies it might really be 
more interested in." Scottish 
Widows, an Edinburgh life 
company with more than £22bn 
under management, was named 
as a more likely target 
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ICI faces pressure to 
drop share buy-back 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 

ICI will today face a call to 
drop its plans to buy in shares 
just a day after seeing its share 
price fall on disappointment 
that no purchases had accom- 
panied first-quarter results. 

Pirc, the corporate gover- 
nance action group, is thought 
to be trying to rally the insti- 
tutional shareholders it ad- 
vises to vote against a 
resolution allowing ICI to buy 
up to 10 per cent of its own 
shares at today’s annual gen- 
eral meeting. 

But ICI’s finance director, 
Alan Spall, defended the res- 
olution yesterday, saying it 
was part of the normal action 
of a finance director frying to 
enhance shareholder value. 
He remained un worried by 
the Pirc move. “We already 


have sufficient [proxy votes] in 
hand to dear all the resolutions 
we want to get through", he 
said. 

ICTs shares slid 28p to 926p 
yesterday after running up 
strongly the day before on 
hopes that it would mount a 
share buy-in alongside first- 
quarter figures. 

No purchases materialised 
yesterday and the results, 
showing pre-tax profits cut 
from £244 m to £223m in the 
three months to March, were 
at the lower end of analysts’ 
expectations. 

They were accompanied by 
a warning from ICTs chairman. 
Sir Ronnie Hampel, that be ex- 
pected profits to fall in the cur- 
rent quarter of the year, 
although “we remain opti- 
mistic that volume growth will 
resume in the second half.” 


ICI saw operating profits 
slide from £23 lm to £205m. 
The main damage was in the 
core industrial chemicals op- 
eration, where both prices and 
volumes fell. 

Most of the impact was in 
Europe, which contributed to 
a decrease in the division's 
turnover from £l.lbn to 
£1.07bn. 

But Mr Spall said the out- 
look was better. “At the basic 
end of industrial chemicals, 
certainly, there is evidence 
that the first quarter is the end 
of a pause period and, if the 
world continues to grow, we 
shonld see h continuing up- 
ward", he said. 

About the only bright spot 
was the materials business, in- 
cluding acrylics, polyurethanes 
and films, where profits soared 
from £29m to £61m. 



Sir Ronnie Hampel: Expects 
fall in profits 

A 5 per cent fall in volumes 
was offset by prices 8 per cent 
higher than in the same peri- 
od of 1995. 

ICI said staff numbers fell a 
further 1 per cent to 63,100 in 
the three-month period, after 
a 6 per cent reduction last year. 
It said its plan to make £400m 
efficiency savings by 1997 was 
on track. 

Investment Column, page 18 
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Retail revival 
steady but slow 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Steady but slow growth in retail 
sales last month showed that 
claims of an early return of the 
feelgood factor have been ex- 
aggerated. 

Annual growth in the volume 
of sales on the high street re- 
turned to its highest rate for just 
over a year, but the increase 
during March disappointed Qty 
expectations. 

If figures for GDP due on 
Monday show the economy 
grew only modestly during the 
first quarter of this year, many 
analy^e^^QjarK^orKjeai- 
neth Clarke to sanction a 
further cut in the cost of bor- 
rowing. Next month's monetary 
meeting on 8 May, a few days 
after the local elections, is seen 
as the likeliest date for a move 
if there is going to be one. ' 

“The trend m retail sales is 
quite good and getting better. 
But the improvement by itself 
does not rule out a further in- 
terest rate cut," said Adam 
Cole, an economist at brokers 
James Capel. 

The volume of sales rose by 
a very modest 0-2 per cent in 
March, less than expected be- 
cause February's figure was re- 
vised upwards. Sales grew Z2 
per cent in the year to March, 
the same as in January and oth- 
erwise the highest since Febru- 
ary 1995. 

Labour seized on the small 
monthly increase to throw doubt 
on the Government’s claimscon- 
fidence is reviving. “These dis- 
appointing retail sate figures are 
confirmation of sluggish growth 
and consumers’ apprehension 
about economic projects," said 
Andrew Smith, shadow chief 
secretary to the Treasury. 


However, most City econo- 
mists reckon retail spending is 
picking up. Geoffrey Dicks at 
NatWest Markets said: “Con- 
sumers may not yet be feeling 
good, but they are certainly feel- 
ing less miserable." 

The retail revival is patchy, 
however. In the latest three 
months textile, clothing and 
footwear stores have enjoyed a 
1.4 per cent rise in the volume 
of sales, and food stores 0.7 per 
cent growth. On the other hand 
sales at non-spetialised stores 
such as department stores fell 
0.8 per cent and volumes at spe- 



95 96 


dalisl shops like jewellers, 
1 bookshc 


Hops were 


butchers and 
down 1.1 per cent. 

Compared with a year earlier 
the strongest growth in the 
three months to March was seen 
by household goods stores, but 
their sales have been flat since 
the beginning of this year. 

The value of retail rales grew 
by 7.1 per cent in the year to 
March, the fastest rate for five 
years. However, the Office for 
National Statistics cautioned 
that this year's early Easter 
had boosted March sales com- 
pared wiih last year. 

Elusive feelgood fadoi; page IS 
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Feelgood factor eludes retailers 


NIGEL cope 

The feelgood factor looked as 
elusive as ever on the high 
street yesterday when two cloth- 
ing retailers. Euun and Austin 
Reed, reported sharply reduced 
profits while the Wickes DIY 
group warned that its first-half 
profits would fall “significantly 
below" last year's £9m- The 
company blamed the poor win- 
ter weather and the lack of im- 
provement in the housing 

raarkeL 

Onlv DFS Furniture, the Out- 
of-town specialist, managed to 
buck the trend with a 16 per 
cent rise in profits to £I5ra at 
the half-year stage. Recently 


knighted chairman Sir Graham 
Kirkhara also unveiled an ex- 
pansion programme that wfll see 
DFS open stores in London for 
the Crk time this year. Stores 
in Croydon, Sidcup and New 
Malden will open by July. 

“We are not budgeting for 
3 ny upturn but if there is any im- 
provement we will be able to 
take advantage," he said. 

Etam said the market re- 
mained ‘'difficult” and the 226- 
strong chain has seen sales 
decline in recent weeks as its 
customers continue to seek dis- 
counted merchandise. Howev- 
er. Austin Reed is seeing a 
pliraraer of recovery with sales 
m the last 12 weeks 8.6 percent 


higher than the same period tasi 
year. 

Finance director Chris 
Thomson, who takes over as 
Austin Reed’s chief executive in 
June, said: “I think there are 
some encouraging signs that 
customers are coming back to 
the high streeL Fm not sure it's 
a feelgood factor. It’s just less 
of a feeibad factor." 

Austin Reed saw pre -excep- 
tional profits slump from £5.8m 
to £3.4m due to a poor year in 
its womenswear division. The 
company moved from its tradi- 
tional tailored look to a more 
fashion-conscious offer but 
found it unpopular with cus- 
tomers. The stores had to dis- 


count the stock to dear it. This 
year the company has returned 
to more formal, structured suits 
and Says sales axe responding. 

Menswear performed better 
though margins were affected 
by higher marketing costs. 
Austin Reed has opened a shop 
under the Marlboro Classics 
name at Heathrow's Terminal 
One in ihe last few weeks. 
Trading is strong and more 
may be added. 

Mr Thomson played down 
speculation that the company 
may be taken oveT by Moss 
Bros, Burton or Next. “We 
have received no approaches or 
expressions of interest,” he 
said. However, he confirmed 


that he had twice been asked by 
the Stock Exchange if any ap- 
proaches had been made after 
recent sharp increases in the 
Austin Reed share price. 

Etam's tale of woe continued 
as it attempts to move away 
from a culture of permanent dis- 
counting. Reporting a dramatic 
slump in profits from £10.7m to 
£152,000 for the six months to 
31 January, Etam warned that 
it was likely to record operating 
losses higher than the £660,000 
deficit reported in the first half 
last year. This is due to sluggish 
sales of “inadequate” mer- 
chandise which nave further 
been depressed by attempts to 
sell at closer to full price. 


Merger costs 500 jobs at Lloyds TSB 



Peter Ellwood: ‘Some very 
hard decisions' 


nic cicurn 

Up to 500 staff at one of 
Lloyds TSB’s administration of- 
fices are to lose their jots in the 
wake of the group's merger of 
back-office functions, the bank 
announced yesterday. 

The redundancies, at TSB’s 
offices in Birmingham will be 
phased in by the end of 1997 
as the company moves its op- 
erations to Bristol, where 
Lloyds already has an admin- 
istration centre. 

Although a total of 900 ad- 
ministration jobs out of the 
combined group's 2,400 staff 
will be lost in the move, 400 
employees will be re-deployed 


elsewhere in Binmnghani, 
making the rest redun dan t. 

Peter Ellwood, deputy chief 
executive of Lloyds TSB, said: 
“In order to achieve the ben- 
efits from a merger, some very 
hard decisions have to be tak- 
en and the location of our 
main administration centre 
was clearly going to be one of 
them. 

“Nobody can doubt the log- 
ic of reducing the number of 
administration sites and we 
recognised that we would have 
to make a choice between 
[Bristol] and [Birmingham] at 
some stage in the process." 

The bank said yesterday that 
it would aim to ensure that 


none of the redundancies were 
compulsory. A register of vol- 
unteers for redundancy was be- 
ing opened and the bank 
hoped to redeploy many staff 
in Bir ming ham 

The announcement was at- 
tacked by the banking union 
Bifu, which claimed the re- 
dundancies were only the first 
of what it claimed were likely 
to be 10 , 000 job losses as a re- 
sult of the merger. 

John Townsend, Bifu's as- 
sistant secretary at TSB, where 
the redundancies are centred, 
said: “This is just the start. No 
jobs are safe in Bristol or 
Birmingham and we are con- 
cerned that there will be many 


more to follow around the 
country.” 

The bank's warning of mass 
job cuts among Lloyds TSB’s 
87,000 staff follows a wave of 
redundancies within the entire 
banking sector. Up to 60.000 
jobs have been lost in the fi- 
nancial industry in the past five 
years. Bifu claims up to 500,000 
more may go in the next few 
years. 

The claim of 10,000 redun- 
dancies at Lloyds TSB was de- 
nied yesterday by a 
spokeswoman, who said that 
with 6,000 staff turnover each 
year, the bank could absorb 
that scale of necessary 
departures. 


Takeover to 
raise prices, 
says Ofwat 

MICHAEL HARRISON 

The water industry watchdog 
Ofwat has warned that the 
planned takeover of South Wat 
Water by Severn Trent could 
lead to higher bills, poorer ser- 
vices and lower investment tor 
customers in the Midlands. 

The concerns are voiced in a 
letter from Give Wilkinson, 
chairman of the Ofwat cus- 
tomer service committee for the 
region, to local MPs, local au- 
thorities and consumer groups. 

Mr Wilkinson is particularly 
concerned about what might 
happen to prices, pointing out 
that the average domestic wa- 
ter and sewage bill for Severn 
Trent customers is £201 com- 
pared with £329 for house- 
holders in the South-west. 

“Any policy of bill harmoni- 
sation could increase charges to 
existing Severn Trent customers 
significantly," he writes. 

The letter also highlights 
other problem areas such as the 
danger that Severn Tten twill be 
inhibited from funding its own 
capital investment programme 
by the cost of mounting a bid for 
South West. 

Mr Wilkinson goes on to 
warn that die “substantial num- 
bers of senior executives” that 
would need to be diverted from 
Severn Trent to South West to 
make the takeover successful 
was bound to weaken its abili- 
ty to deliver improved services. 
The letter also questions what 
level of job losses would occur. 


Pilot project launches gas competition 


City Diary 

John Willcock 



Special mission: gas competition soon gets airborne 


If residents living near Ex- 
eter look out of their win- 
dows next Monday at ten 
o'clock they may catch sight 
of a micro-light plane on a 
special mission. Monday is 
the first day that households 
will be allowed to receive gas 
from alternative suppliers in 
the South-west - the pilot re- 
gion for gas competition. 

One supplier, a joint ven- 
ture between Total and Lon- 
don Electricity called 
London Total Energy, is fly- 
ing in its managing director, 
Mark Pederson, on a micro- 
light to meet his first cus- 
tomer. Uz Hodges of 


Woodbury. Mr Perterson will 
have a pilot to drop him off. 

Readers of Roof, Shelter's 
housing magazine, may re- 
member an interview with 
Christopher Sharp, chief ex- 
ecutive of Northern Rock 
Building Society, published 
in the mag nine months ago. 
He passionately attacked so- 
cieties that were ditching 
mutuality in favour of pic 
status: “Why do some soci- 


eties feel impelled to relin- 
quish 200 years of tradi- 
tion?" he asked. 

They “are being forced to 
use the ultimate bung - cash 
or free shares on conversion 
to pic - to persuade an oth- 
erwise unconvinced member- 
ship”. And so on. Strange 
then that Northern Rock an- 
nounced its intention to con- 
vert to pic status earlier this 
month. I await my “bung" in 
keen anticipation. 

Malcolm Horsman, a former 
acolyte of the legendary Jim 
Slater, is joining USM tid- 
dler CRP Leisure as an exec- 
utive director. The company 
has had a subdued history of 
late - the shares dosed un- 
changed yesterday at 3-5p - 
but with Mr Horsman on 
board things may brighten 


up. This shell firm has been 
involved in pub maintenance 
and property, but its one re- 
maining business is theatrical 
agents, an area where Mr 
Horsman 's interest in the 
arts may come in handy. 

It will certainly be a long 
way from Mr Horsman 's ex- 
perience in the 1970s with 
the likes of Bowater and Ral- 
li Brothers. 

Michael Harden, who has 
angered so many building so- 
ciety chiefs with his ginger 
group, “Members for Con- 
version”, has added a new 
feather to his haL The self - 
employed butler has joined 
Second Age, a pressure 
group formed this spring: 

“Second Age is dedicated 
to the aims of those lucky 
enough to be over forty ... 
Our aim is to combat ageism 
and prejudice against age at 
all levels and in any way that 
it is displayed, whilst offering 
our members the benefits of 


their Second Age through 
(amongst other things) group 
purchasing and negotiation." 
Mr Harden has joined to be- 
come its aims director. On 
Wednesday he was at Britan- 
nia Building Society’s annual 
meeting, urging the board to 
opt for pic status and trigger 
cash payouts for the mem- 
bers. Mr Hardern says: "The 


board warned me that greed 
goes before a fall. I replied: 
‘Why should 1 go without my 
windfall to pay for someone 
else’s cheaper mortgage?' " 

Just one problem with Mr 
Hardem's new role in Sec- 
ond Age. 

He's only 39. TU be 40 
next February. You've got to 
prepare in this life.” 


Those witty chaps at ING Barings' corporate finance depart- 
ment bad a good chortle yesterday when this large tombstone- 
style ad appeared in the FT: “ScottishFower has acquired 
Manweb. Baring Brothers acted as lead financial adviser to 
ScottishPower in this transaction." The ad is dated October 
1995, the time of the transaction. Sources within Barings con- 
firmed that they put the ad in simply because of the Govern- 
ment’s rejection of the two outstanding bids for electricity 
generating companies. “It’s a little bit of opportunism,” one 
source commented. Nose-thumbing, more like. 
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• Sir Colin Chaindler, Vickers’ chief executive, P^ed ^ 

ontroversy over UK-based Saudi dissident Mohammed 
nd its possible effects on export orders placed ty Saudi Arabm, 
particularly for the company’s Challenger 2 tettiyanks. Speak 
ne at the annual meeting, Sir Cohn described a UK government 
lecision last week to rescind a deportation order as a minor set- 
iack. “The fact, that the Government made some attempt to oe- 
lort him was reassuring to the Saudi authorities, he told 
hareholders. Ackers is in talks with Saudi authorities for anor- 
ler for 150 bat tie tanks, which could be worth more than £600m. 


1 1 COMPANY RESULTS 


Turnover £ 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dividend 

taagnffi 

1 10.76m) 

■1.75m (-3.96m) -38p (-fl. 6 p) 

nl 

Aorta Read {F) 

72.Bm (71.1m) 

338m (7.13m) 

72p ( 1 b. 6 p) 

6 p( 6 p) 

DetU Bmn (F) 

144m [125ml 

14.1m (12Jm) 

15ap(14.9p) 

7.6p (B.Bp) 

Paw fciimndSacfF) 

21 . 6 m (IBJhn) 

2^4m (-4.68m) 

7.1 p 1-20.1 p) 

JL4p (2.40) 

DFS FtnRtira (I) 

87.7m (73.7m) 

15.1m (13.1m) 

9.59p (Bi7p) 

3.1p[2.65p) 

Baca HoMag* (1) 

12 . Bin (153m) 

■0.10m (-025) 

-03p t-O.Sp) 

D25p(nl) 

Bam (F) 

- 202 m [21 Bm) 

0.15m (10.7m) 

-OJ37p |10.9p) 

1J!5p |7.7p) 

MkwfinuplF) 

46 1 m (382m) 

4^m (3.01m) 

10.98p (E.39p) 

2.4p 

Unlock (F) 

250m (210mm) 

26.1m (142m) 

6.67 p (leap) 

2p lt-5p) 

WtQt) 

2.S7te(228bn) 

223m [244m) 

1&3p£1.1p) 

■ 

MarartmlEMrsTtF) 

830m (87 An) 

533m (5.48m) 

7J5p (7.9p) 

4ap(4.125p) 

fence EMfirlty 

689m (7.57m) 

0.75m (l^m) 

254p(556p) 

Ip(Jp) 

Mwfewpm 

59.5m (48.9m) 

-8.51 m (-2.6&T) A 83p (-224M 

ri(nfl) 

TttafttH'Mttt IFl 

208m (164m) 

16.0m (13.1m) 


& 2 p P.tp) 
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BRADFORD & BINGLEVS REDUCED RATES OF INTEREST 
EFFECTIVE FROM 28 APRIL 1996 




Annual (merest 

Monthly Imerest 

Account 

Balance 

Gross % p-a. 

Net Equiv. % p.a. 

Gross % pjL 

Net Equiv. % p j. 

Rrw Choice* 

£50* 

1^5 

1.00 

- 

- 

(Including Bonus! 

£500+ 

2.50 

2.00 

- 

- 


£3.000+ 

3.00 

2.40 

- 

- 


£10.1.100+ 

335 


- 

- 


£25.000+ 

3.95 

3.16 

- 

- 

Special Asset 

12300+ 

3.10 

2.46 

3.00 

2.40 


£5.000+ 

3.45 

2.76 

335 

2.6k 


110.000+ 

4.40 

3J2 

4.25 

3.40 


£20.000+ 

4.70 

3.76 

430 

3.60 


£40.000+ 

5.00 

4.00 

430 

334 


£00.00(1. 

5.30 

4.24 

5.10 

4.08 

Premier Deposit* 

£1 + 

0.25 

0.20 

- 

- 


£100+ 

0.75 

0.60 

- 

- 


£10.000+ 

3.20 

236 

- 

- 


£25.0Oi>. 

3.95 

3.16 

- 

- 

Privilege fellah-up TESSAI 

£500. 

6.iX(' 

_ 


- 

(Including O.TS 1 ? pjL borne.) 

£3.000+ 

6.50’ 

- 

- 

- 


£6.000+ 

6.75 1 

- 

- 

- 


E9.U0O+ 

7.00 r 

- 

- 

- 

Preference follw-up TESSA- 

£3.001+ 

6.25 r 


_ 

_ 

(1nclu<iing 0.50'?. pJL (v^nus) 

£3.000+ 

6.75 f 

- 

- 

. - 

Spec ini Imerest 

£500+ 

5.45 

436 

- 

- 

ACCOUNTS NO LONGER AVAILABLE TO NEW INVESTORS 



Annual Interest 

Monthh Interest 

Account 

Balance 

Gross 95 p.a. 

Net EquK p-a. 

Gross Sc p-L 

Net Equiv Tc paL 

One Month 

£1 + 

2.00 

130 

195 

136 








£5300+ 

2J5 

2.04 

2.45 

J.96 


£25.000+ 

3.50 

zoo 

335 

2.68 


£50.000+ 

4.00 

32J0 

335 

s.os 

Bonus i Inc. full hnnusi 

£1.000+ 

2.65 

2.12 

- 

- 


£10.000+ 

3.70 

£96 

- 

- 

Option S 

£2.500+ 

3.40 

2.72 

3.25 

230 

Annua) 

£10,000+ 

4.45 

336 

4 25 

3.40 


£30,000+ 

4.75 

3.80 

435 

3.64 

Maturity B<jnd 

£5.000+ 

5.25 

4.20 

5.05 

4 04 


£25.000+ 

5.15 

4.W 

535 

4.44 

Privilege Bond 

£5,000+ 

5.25 

44» 

5.05 

KM 


£25.000+ 

5.73 

4.60 

535 

4.44 


£50,000+ 

5.85 

4.68 

5.65 

432 


£100.000+ 

5.95 

4.76 

5.75 

4.60 

Matured TESSAs and 


3.75 

3.00 

- 

- 

Feeder Accaunu 
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Bradford & Bing ley 

BUILDING SOCIETY 
HEAD OFFICE: P.O. BOX 88, CAOSSFLATTS, BINGLEY, WEST YORKSHIRE BD1S 2UA 



Ibstock surge is hard to justify 


The 15 per cent rise in lbstock's share 
price yesterday was rather curious. Hav- 
ing pitched its £l 00 m, two-for-lhree 
rights issue at 55p, the shares might rea- 
sonably have been expected to fall to 
somewhere around 67p from Wednes- 
day's close of 74.5p. In fact they 
jumped to 85-5p, a massive vote of con- 
fidence in the acquisition of Red- 
land's UK brick operation. 

Certainty the deal makes sense, if 
only defensive sense, and if the savings 
Ibstock has already made from its ac- 
quisition last year of Tarmac's brick 
business are anything to go by the cost 
benefits of this’ much larger purchase 
could be substantial. But at £160m, 
compared with an operating profit last 
year of just £8.9m. the savings would 
have to be pretty raoulh-waiering. 
One suspects the real winner in this 
deal is. for a change. Redland. 

Anyone who thinks that a 35 per cent 
share of the UK market will give Ib- 
stock and Hanson (31 per cent) a free 
hand in setting prices is likely to be 
gravely disappointed- With Baggeridge, 
CINVcn and Marshalls snapping at 
their heels with a combined 17.5 per 
cent slice of the market, bricks are go- 
ing to remain as competitive as ever. 

That was confirmed by profits for 
1995. which showed a marked slow- 
down in profits in the second half af- 
ter a buoyant interim period. 
Continuing poor trading in the first half 
of this year, together with an expected 
slump in profits from the now highly 
cyclical Portuguese pulp interests, lay 
behind a pretty unequivocal warning 
on future profits. 

Because of that the company must 
hope the nod and wink it has received 
from the Office of Fair Trading holds 
true and the deal is waved through in 
return for a minimum of plant 
disposals. 

If the bureaucrats are finally ac- 
cepting that the brick industry can only 
prosper in a heavily rationalised form 
then things must be even bleaker than 
previously thought. 

After yesterday s surge, it is not at 
all clear that the shares fully reflect that 
reality'. On the basis of forecast pre-iax 
profits of £22m and £37m next year 
(with a full Redland contribution), the 
shares stand on a prospective 
pricc/eamjngs ratio of 18 failing to 14. 

With the rest of the building mate- 
rials sector on a ratingof 13 to the end 
of 1997. that is an unjustifiable pre- 
mium. The more so when the volatO- 
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ity of the pulp business means analysts* 
forecasts at this early stage are really 
only so much guesswork. The rights Is- 
sue has been priced to go. but in the 
market the shares are too expensive. 


ICI’s confidence 
may be misplaced 


IC1 is confident that it is not facing a 
massive downturn in the chemicals cy- 
cle, which it has done its utmost to es- 
cape since the Iasi peak in (he 1980s. 
Certainly the stock market appears to 
have confidence, judging by the shares' 
14 percent outpcrformunce against the 
rest of the market this year. 

But yesterday's figures, showing pre- 
tax profits down S .6 per cent to £223m 
in the first three months of Ihe year, 
do little to support the fCI case. Shorn 


of Zeneca, its contra-cyclical pharma- 
ceuticals operation, the chemicals 
rump has been trying to shed the most 
exposed commodity businesses. But it 
is plainly still extremely vulnerable. 

Industrial chemicals, 'used in every- 
thing from plastic drirnks bottles to 
paint, remain the core o f the business, 
but a combination of unwustainably high 
prices last year and deblocking by cus- 
tomers have slashed fin; (-quarter prof- 
its from the division by ;ES 6 m to £87m. 
Volumes slid 9 per cent in the period, 
but plant shutdowns i n the industry 
should help tighten the market and ICI 
is seeing prices aiming off the bottom. 

The group is also uiwom’ed by a flat 
£14m contribution from paints, despite 
alltiOm rise in turnover to £524m. An 
unspecified contribution from two re- 
cent US acquisitions. Grow and Fuller 
O Bricn. was wiped ou l by a downturn 
m Australia and Cunl.mental Europe. 

Meanwhile, in explo+jves IQ appears 


to have walked into a legal minefiel 
No sooner had it started to extrica 
itself from action over alleged prio 
fixing at its Therm ex subsidiary, ths 
it was hit by a class action over its e 
plosives being used in the OklaJaon 
bombing. 

ICI itself is warning that profits : 
the current quarter will be below la 
year’s level, but. further out the pie 
to reap £400m savings by 1997 is sa 
to be still on track. Yesterday's 28p fe 
m the shares to 926p owed as much i 
disappointment over the absence of at 
share buy-back than the outlook, bi 
investors would do well to exercise cai 
Uon. Assuming profits of £950m th 
year, the forward multiple of 12 sui 
gest the shares should not be chase! 

DFS expansion 
could be costly 


Ibstock : at a glance 


-Mattel valua: E239m, share price 85.5p 
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A waste of everyone’s time, money and energy 
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‘By blocking out the 
generators Ian Lang 
has left the electricity 
industry in a state of 
undiluted confusion* 


T he more Ian Lang's decision to block 
National Power and PowerGen from 
bidding for regional electricity distribution 
companies is examined, the more bizarre it 
appears. Mergers policy and. more particu- 
larly, the future of the power industry scon 
to have been left in a mire of uncertainty; if 
the Trade Secretary's intention was to calm 
things down, to put the lid on the frenzy of 
takeover activity in the sector, what he has 
achieved is the reverse. His decision muv 
have created more problems than ii solves 
Tikirg it from the top, the first effect is 
to expose the two distribution companies 
that National Power and PbwerGen were 
bidding for to the strong possibility of 
takeover by overseas companies. Since Mr 
Lang has already allowed foreign takeovers 
for other distribution companies, he could 
hardly justify blocking them in this case. 
Midlands is said to have received a couple 
of alternative approaches already. 

The second effect might be to halt the sale 
by PbwerGen of generating plant to East- 
ern Electricity, now part of Hanson, since 
this deal was conditional on PowerGcn suc- 
ceeding, in its bid for Midlands. If in turn 
PowerGen fails to go through with the sale, 
there is likely to be a fresh Monopolies and 
Mergers Conynission inquiry into its failure 
to comply with the regulator's demands. 
That would almost certainly broaden out 
into an examination oF the generating mar- 
ket more generally, undermining the Gov- 
ernment's proposed flotation of British 


Energy, the nuclear power company, on the 
stock market. 

The third effect is to throw Eastern's 
expansion into generation through the 
acquisition of plant from National Power 
and PbwerGen into doubt. If vertical inte- 
gration is not allowed for National Power 
and PowerGen, why for Eastern? 

Mr Lang's own view, which although it 
may not be shared by his own department 
is certainly also the view of Number 10 and 
the Treasury, is that he has acted in an 
entirely logical fashiun. in accord with a vig- 
orous free market approach to competition 
policy. He argues that if you are ping to get 
proper competition in the electricity market 
alter 1998, the target date, the last thing you 
should he doing is allowing overly powerful 
generating companies to gobble up the 
supply side of the industry now. Once com- 
pel ilion is properly developed, well then 
maybe, but not now. when the generators 
would be able to use the distributors as a 
captive market for their own output. 

But while there may be something in this 
argument, there is no doubt that by block- 
ing oui the generators he has left the elec- 
tricity industry in a stale of undiluted con- 
fusion. By slicking two fingers up at the 
Monopolies and Mergers Commission, 
which recommended that the bids should he 
allowed to proceed if certain conditions were 
met. he has also in effect assigned that 
august body to the dustbin of history. What's 
the point of having an MMC if its recom- 


mendations do not carry any weight? You 
got it wrong, Mr Lang 'is in effect telling 
Graeme Odgcrs. chairman of the MMC. 

An overhaul of the competition author- 
ities is long overdue and if that is the 
upshot of the power shenanigans, then it may 
he nn bad thing. What to do about the elec- 
tricity industry is a much more difficult ques- 
tion to answer, but certainly ministers need 
to spell uul much more clearly what is 
acceptable and what is not. Ed Whllis. chief 
executive of PowerGen. would never have 
bid for Midlands were he not given some 
encouragement fry ministers to believe it was 
acceptable. In any case, after Mr Lang's deci- 
sion to allow vertical integration in The case 
of Scottish Power's hid for Manweb, it was 
entirely reasonable to think that it might be 
allowed in other cases too. If Mr Lang’s posi- 
tion is that it is allowable, but only when the 
generator's share of the markefis below a 
certain level, then be should say so and 
define what that benchmark is. 

By allowing these questions to go unan- 
swered. the Government has wasted every- 
one's lime, money and energy. 

Acquisition is the 
way for Woolwich 

W oolwich Building Society's belief that 
flat a lion is a strategy sufficient in it- 
self to lake the company into the next cen- . 
turv has never been entirely credible. The : 


fact that the society bas been putting itself 
about quite vigorously in recent months 
among a handful of life mutuals suggests that 
it doesn't buy its own story either. 

Retail financial services is already an over- 
crowded sector. From all directions, build- 
ing societies, insurers and clearing banks arc 
elbowing each other to get onto the same 
patch of lucrative turf, where financial con- 
glomerates win take deposits, sell mortgages, 
pensions and insurance, and look after 
long-term savings and investment require- 
ments across the board. A number of build- 
ing societies have such pretensions. In the 
crush, however, only a few will succeed. 

Of the pretenders. Woolwich's prospects look 
among the shakier. Halifax, which is also con- 
verting to bank status next year, benefits from 
being the biggest and arguably the best of j 
the old mutuals. Alliance & Leicester, al- 
though on the small side, has tRe advantage 
of already’ being significantly more diversi- 
fied than’ most societies, with about 4fl per 
cent of its profits coming from non-mo rlgage- 
rclatcd business. 

Woolwich has no such obvious advantages, 
it is a successful. large building society, but 
will nuke a vulnerable, middle-sized bank. 
Shaken by the controversial sacking of Pe- 
ter Robinson, its chief executive, a few weeks 
ago. Woolwich is probably getting mure than 
a few calls from interested' acquirers. There 
are enough about, the Scottish and Irish 
banks, the Pru and BAT among them. The 
best defence against such predatory auen- 


tion is to break out quickly from this un- 
comfortable middle ground by acquiring 
something itself. But the problem with the 
life mutuals is that they are flavour of the 
month. A host of big players, such as the Pru, 
Sun Alliance. Abbey National and Natwest, 
arc furiously jockeying to buy, and several 
deals are said to be bubbling just below the 
surface. Whether Woolwich still has the 
wherewithal! to buy before being bought is 
anyone's guess. 

Tottenham wastes 
some money 

T here are plenty of things to question 
about Tottenham Hotspur’s £llm rights 
issue bul one of them is why Alan Sugar's 
North London football dub is paying the City 
a not -insubstantial sum to raise capital at alL 
The money is being raised via an under- 
written one-for-four rights issue at 2S0p a 
share. We must await the documentation to 
sec the cost of this exercise but underwrit- 
ing is always expensive. It is also, for capi- 
ta] -raising purposes, at least, a waste of money. 
Tottenham could have raised the same 
amount through a non- underwritten deepfy 
discounted rights issue. No risk, no need to 
underwrite. Provided shareholders are pro- 
tected through pre-emption rights, there is 
no obvious reason why companies should per- 
sist with the City's preferred way of raising 
money. 


BET claims 
Warburg in 
breach of 
Panel rules 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

BET yesterday accused SBC 
Warburg, Rentokil's broker, of 
breaking the takeover rules, just 
a day before the £2bn bid for 
the business services group is 
due to dose. 

The latest spat between the 
twb sides followed SBC War- 
burg’s sale on Wednesday of 27 
million BET shares to Salomon 
Brothers for onward transmis- 
sion via Hoare Govett to a Ren- 
Atokfl associate. Retailpac. 

\ BET, led by chief executive. 
John Clark, claimed that tbe 
deal breached Takeover Panel 
rules, which prevent Warburg, 
as broker and underwriter to 
the bid. carrying out any deal- 
ings “with the purpose of as- 
sisting the offeror or offeree 
company." 

Initial investigations by the 
executive of the Takeover Pan- 
el. which oversees bid and deals 
in the City, suggested that no 
rules had been broken. The 
panel said: “On the basis of the 
explanations received so far. the 
executive does not believe any 
such breach has occurred." 

The executive is understood 
to have made its initial ruling 
following interviews with rep- 
resentatives from Whrburg, Sa- 


lomon and Hoare Govell and 
having listened to tape record- 
ings of relevant telephone 
conversations. But the panel 
was still having discussions with 
BETs advisers last night, lead- 
ing to speculation that it may 
change its stance. BET had 
claimed that the shares, repre- 
senting just under 3 per cent of 
the group, should be disal- 
lowed as acceptances to the 
Rentokil bid. 

By Wednesday evening, the 
bidder had amassed a 7.5 per 
cent holding through purchas- 
es in the tnaTket and claimed a 
further 3.4 per cent from ear- 
lier acceptances received. 

Rentokil shrugged aside the 
dispute and bought a further 
500,000 shares yesterday at the 
cash alternative price of 2Q2Jp. 
Clive Thompson, the chief ex- 
ecutive, remained optimistic 
about the outcome. **’ We remain 
confident. We have now com- 
pleted our rounds of presenta- 
tions to institutions. We have 
now done over 50 and I am de- 
lighted at the way they have 
been received." 

Mr Thompson said he had 
received a great deal of support. 
“They have questioned in great 
detail the strength of our 
proposition. They have ques- 



Jewel in C&W’s crown 
loses some of its lustre 


Crying foul: John Clark, SET's chief executive 


tinned deepfy whal we will do 
with BET... and my reading of 
the outcome of these presen- 
tations is that we will have a 
high level of support." 

He dismissed Ihe latest BET 
complain L to the Takeover Pan- 
el as technical matter. “We 
would expect the panel to con- 
firm their preliminary state- 
ment", he said. 

BET's shares dropped lp to 
203p yesterday, just above the 
level of the cash alternative, but 


they remained well below the 
main cash-and-shares offer. 
That was worth 216p a share 
last night, after Rentokil's 
shares added 2^p to 360p. The 
bidder's revised offer is for 
nine new shares plus £10 in cash 
plus dividend payments to- 
talling 80p for every 20 shares 
in BET 

This is not the first time the 
Takeover Panel has intervened 
in the bid. In February, the pan- 
el criticised Lazard Brothers, 
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one of Rentokil's advisers, for 
failing to keep it informed 
about its client's intentions. 
Bill Staple, then director gen- 
eral. voiced concerns about a 
market leak prior to the an- 
nouncement of the bid. 

Earlier this month, the pan- 
el called on NatWest Markets 
to make clear its position as un- 
derwriter to the bid after its 
broking arm issued a research 
note which described Lhe initial 
offer as generous. 


Developments in Hong Kong 
over ihe past Tew days suggest 
that the jewel in the Cable & 
Wireless crown, so eagerly 
sought by BT is not glittering 
as once it did. 

Early m the week the colony's 
telecommunications regulatory 
authority ruled that the C&W- 
con trolled Hongkong Telecom- 
mu mentions will lose ; a valuable 
pan of its international network 
monopoly as competition would 
be introduced on the provision 
of fax and data services, along- 
side several specialist areas 
such as private internal net- 
works and video-conferencing 
services. 

HKT put a brave face on the 
decision saying it welcomed 
"the clarification" of its role as 
an exclusive service provider 
and noted (hat its voice mo- 
nopoly remained intacL 

However, this week has also 
seen pressure being exerted on 
that monopoly from the World 
Trade Organisation which is 
discussing liberalisation of 
telecommunications services in 
Geneva. 

The HKT international 
telecommunications monopoly, 
which lasts until September 
200tj, is by far the most lucra- 
tive pan of the company's op- 
erations and is primarily 
-responsible for the estimated 70 
per cent of C&W's entire op- 
erating profit which conies from 
Hong Kong. HKT is 57.5 per 
cent-owned by C&W. 

Last year HKT lost its do- 
mestic netw ork monopoly when 
three other companies were 
given permission to establish 
rival networks. However, there 
is little money to be made from 


A tighter grip on 
Hongkong Telecom 
will weigh on 
profits, writes 

Stephen Vines 

the low price domestic net- 
work. Indeed, HKT is running 
into a political storm as it tries 
to abolish the colony’s cherished 
system of not charging for lo- 
cal calls, other than by way of 
a low monthly line rental 
charge. 

The real money is in the in- 
ternational service, particularly 
high-growth areas such as data 
communications. HKT says that 
17 per cent of its international 
traffic consists of fax and data 
transfer. 

Data traffic is growing faster 
than voice traffic, so the loss of 
the monopoly in this sphere will 
impact on. future profits. 

Alistair Grieve, HKT’s 
deputy chief executive, main- 
tained that the overall impact 
of the change would only be 
"slightly negative” because in- 
creased competition "will result 
in increased demand for service 
from all players". However it is 
clear that HKT s margins win be 
cut. The company is thready 
talking about reducing in- 
ternational fax charges. 

BT should not be surprised 
by the diminution of HKTs mo- 
nopoly because the colony's 
regulatoiy authorities have 
been considering this matter for 
some time. 

Never the less it is unlikely 
that BT has allowed for any 
change in HKT s international 


voice network monopoly. The 
colony's government has con- 
firmed its intention to "honour 
the exclusivities already grant- 
ed" to HKT but if C&W relin- 
quishes control of tbe company 
its exclusive licences will have 
to be reviewed, providing an op- 
portunity to change the rules of 
the game. 

Although there has been 
much speculation over China’s 
attitude towards BT taking a 
controlling stake in HKT the 
government in Pelting has main- 
tained a marked silence in this 
matter. Past experience suggests 
that if the Chinese government 
had a strong view, it would have 
been forcefully expressed by 
now. China resumes sovereignty 
over Hong Kong next year and 
is carefully watching how the 
outgoing administration deals 
with its privately-owned utilities. 

China is keen to gain admit- 
tance to the WTO and is hav- 
ing difficulties doing so because 
of its many trading practices 
which are viewed as anti-com- 
petitive. It does not, for exam- 
ple, allow foreign participation 
in the running of its telecom- 
munications networks. 

A concession to liberalise 
the Hong Kong telecommuni- 
cations market may therefore 
figure among tbe gestures 
China would be ready to make 
in advancing its claim to mem- 
bership. 

Last night Hong Kong gov- 
ernment officials were saying 
that the existing monopoly 
would not be broken but were 
giving no guarantees about 
what would happen if the cur- 
rent network tell under BT*s 
control. 
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T he GCSE exams are fast approach- 
ing, and to help students perform to 
the best of their abilities. The In- 
dependent and the Independent on Sun- 
day have teamed up with Arc Publishi n g 
to offer readers the chance to obtam a free 
audio study aid. When you buy one for 
£V 99. you can choose another for rose, ur 
if you buy two for £19.98, you ranchoose 
three more for free, saving £-9.y7. 

There are 28 titles available m our range 
of Pass Your GCSE and also P^ss Your 
A Level audio study aids. The study aids 
each worth £9.99, arc an excellent mid 
proven way to help students prepare for 
their exams. Each title has been careful- 
ly produced by people who are the re«jg- 
njsed authorities in their areas: the Cnie 
Examiners and Assistant Chief Examin- 
ers themselves. Who better to adwse stu- 
dents on how to get good grades. 

The range also extefids to ten of the most 
popular set texts on the Literature syllabus 
land some of these tides consist of four 
cassettes. Each of the literature titles in- 
cludes a superb reading or a definitive per- 

fomiance bv legendsof televmon and ffim 

- such as LforperCoUf 5 * Macbeth midOr- 
well’s own radio adaptation of 
Farm licenced from the 
Mengham and Ian Patterson of < Gamble 
University provide spoken notes xp 
i„ g 

! tening for. These are iirformame * 
entertaining study aids desiffne stuJenls 
subjects 'come alive and to help - 
well in their exams. 
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April- Token 6 is printed today/ Our 
final token, Tbken 7, wfll be printed 

tomorfo w - 

To take up our 2 for I offer, you need 
to collect two differently numbered to- 
kens. You can then order as many titles 
as you like on the 2 for 1 basis. To take 
U p pur 5 for 2 offer, you need to collect 


four differently numbered tokens. You 
can then order as may titles as you like 
on the 5 for 2 basis. 

HOW TO ORDER ' 

An order form was printed in Wednes- 
day’s Independent Once you have com- 
pleted the order form* send it with your 


tokens to: Independent Study Aid Of- 
fer. PO Box 2010, Romford, Essex RM3 
8NZ. 

Postage and packaging is free. Please 
allow 14 days for delivery on receipt of 
your order. The offer doses 31 May 19% 
and is subject to availability. Photocopies 
of tokens are not acceptable. 




GCSE TITLES 

Lit: Animal Farm 
Ut: Henry V 

Lit: Tess of the D'Urbevilles 

Ut Macbeth 

Ut: Twelfth Night 

Lit: Far from the Madding Crowd 

Lit: Merchant of Venice 


Liu Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry 

Ut Romeo & Juliet 

Lit: Silas Marner 

Lit: Preparing for the Exams 

Ut: Drama Texts 

Eng: Preparing for the Exam 

Eng: Writing 

Hist Into! Relations in the C20th 
Hist Hitler & Mussolini 
Sd: The Spectrum of Life 
Set: From Genes to Galaxies 
Geog: Settlement, Rural & Urban 
Geog: Examination Techique 

A LEVEL TITLES 

Socio: Theory & Method 
Psychology: Ethics 
Ut: Practical Criticism 
Hist The Rise of Hitler 
Econ: Introduction to Economics 
Geog: Weather & Hydrology 
Ut King Lear 
Law: The Criminal Courts 
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market report/shares . 

National Power bleeds despite talks of a dawn raid 
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National Power could be the 
subject of a dawn raid today. 
The story swirling around the 
stock market in late trading was 
that Southern Company, the 
American group that wrong- 
footed the alleged experts with 
its declaration of affection for 
NF last week, had decided to 
plough into the market, re- 
gardless of the Government's 
rejection of NP’s Southern 
Electric takeover bid 

Although US regulatory re- 
strictions could prevent an 
early Southern strike the mar- 
ket was not prepared to dismiss 
the rumours. It was uncertain 
whether the shock intervention 
by Board of Trade president 
Tan T-ang ended Southern's 
acquisition hopes. Surely, ft was 
argued, if some generator ex- 
cursions into distribution were 
allowed Southern must have a 
chance of competing for NP. 

When the NP affair flared it 
was said Southern was pre- 
pared to sell around half of its 


UK electricity distributor. 
South Western Electricity. 
Whitehall could have difficul- 
ty dismissing Southern's NP 
ambitions if it downscaled its 
distribution involvement 

In all the excitement the 
smell of burnt fingers contin- 
ued to waft around the market 
NPfeU a further 8p to 556p and 
PowerGen 15p to 555p. 

Some of the distributors 
perked up as PG underlined 
die market’s feeling that Mr 
Lang's dedsioa to blcx± the NP 
& PG bids for Southern and 
Midlands Electricity left the 
distributors at the mercy of 
overseas marauders. 

Most distributors advanced 
with the market convinced the 
electricity battle remains alive 
and dangerous. 

Trading, Mr Ian Lang’s 
sbock statement, has been 
heavy and speculators have 
suffered serious losses. 

The FT-SE 100 index, after 
an uncertain run, managed to 
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end with a modest gain, up 1.7 
points at 3,8193. The sup- 
porting index was again on a 
roU. up 8.6 to another peak of 
43533. 

The outstanding performer 
of the day was not big enough 
to claim membership of either 
index. Chirostieace, with a 
stock market value of around 
£300m, surged 1 173p to 4Q0p. 

The excitement stemmed 
from an analysts mee ting at 

which upbeat comments were 
made about the group’s drugs 
pipeline, including its cancer 
dreg. It has apparently creat- 
ed a number of compounds 
which could have cancer uses. 
What intrigued many was the 
suggestion Chjjosdeuce had 


developed compounds supe- 
rior to those being producer by 
high-flying' rival British 
Biotech, due to make an im- 
portant presentation next 
month. Biotech took the com- 
petition in its stride, up a fur- 
ther 4Sp to a peak of 2£08p. 

Granada was squeezed 
ahead 2p to842p as the sale of 
the Forte Meridien hotel chain 
looked near. Accor, the French 
group, decided io make it 
known it had put together the 
resources to buy Meridien. 
Gerard Pelisson, joint chair- 
man, said: “We are still await- 
ing Granada's offer terms but 
when they come we will be 
among the most interested 
parties.’' 


1b honour its commitment 
to slash its Forte debt moun- 
tain by September Granada 
could feel a Meridien sale is its 
best option. The 86-strong 
chain, which has also attract- 
ed former Forte chief Sir Roc- 
co Forte, should be worth 
more than £700m. 

Stories Hanson was on the 
verge of selling its stake in Na- 
tional Grid failed to be sub- 
stantiated and Grid shares fell 
33p to 198p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries' flat quarterly results -and 

its failure to acknowledge any 
share biiy-back plans - left the 
shares nursing a 28p fall to 
926p. Rolls-Royce drew 
strength from Its US presen- 
tations, climbing 3p to 244p. 

Perpetual, the fund man- 
agement group, was bock in the 
limelight with a 132p gam to 
2345p. It was the usual mix of 
bid rumours, a German strike, 
or perhaps more fundamental 
considerations, such as buoy- 


ant unit trust soles- However, 
the price war instituted by ie 
gal & General could be seen 
as a likely construct on «r- 
pe trials seemingly relentless 
growth. __ 

Ibstodrs emergence as an 
important bricks player uft 
the shares Up 1° °-~P‘ 
Greenite, on the Pamnure 

Gordon recommendation, 
gained 133p to 62.93p. 

Ladbroke remained a cen- 
tre of attraction although th 
failure of the long mooted Wd 
left the shares nursing a —^P 
fall to 2Q3p. Turnover was 
again heavy, signalling that 
some sort of action may not oe 
far away. . , 

It is difficult to imagine how 

much longer the Ladbroke 
sa ga can continue. Presumably 
it has yet to collect a bid, oth- 
erwise it would be bound to 
make a statement. So it must 
be assumed that its talks with 
Hilton Hotels Corporation are 
behind the shares’strength. 


touched 185p. ending *1 lTSP* 

remains of George 
empire, is pitmng there 
life after death. 
roS e03pto4p f hig^fi>J h 
t*o years. Assets, IW*®* 
William Hill betting shops 
and the Pubmaster pubs 

Sn. are insaffident to cov- 
er debts. Punters are expect- 
ing a deal soon. 
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The Greenbury effect - is it pushing pay higher? 



J ih e Grecnbmy rules that 
nf iwi aie d ‘ sc ^osure of the full details 
rate f, ai ,ht: lo P °f Britain’s corpo- 
annfh U:rarch y about to prompt 
upward ratchet in heart 
room earnings? 

companies 

cro D n? dy Claimin e ‘hat the latest 
ine^hl nn u al r °Pons is encourag- 
esfbcci! Lr rastraming pay ris- 

ihe rem 11 * 50 oul m such detail 

eomi?!i 0f ptf ° pIc havc assumed that 
.P L *c transparency on pay would 
embarrass the fat cam out of exis- 

and , S 1Ve new leverage to in- 
■ Intttoai shareholders to impose 
rt tt? 101 on dlrcc tors- 
_ n T' ,c con, rary view is that there is 
of a long-serv- 
ng and loyal executive director resi- 
has about his pay than constant 
publication of Lhe details of the pack- 
ages of people in comparable jobs in 
uiner companies. Many company rc- 
Pons now have half a dozen p'agcs 
01 Retails about executive rewards. 

. furthermore, those who change 
£' bs lend to increase their earnings 
■aster than those who stay, which 
makes long-seiving directors still 
more restless. 

When annual reports published 
‘ he earnings of Lhe chairman 
*nd Lhe highest-paid director (whose 
name they were not obliged to dis- 
close) there was much less infor- 
mation available for individual 
directors to make judgements about 
ineir positions on the pay ladder. 

This could, of course, be yet an- 
other self-serving argument for 
putting the brakes on the Greenbury 
bandwagon. After all, a rearguard ac- 
tion by the Confederation of British 
Industry against disclosure of the full 
capital cost of funding directors’ pen- 

Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling 
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sions seems to be on the point of suc- 
ceeding. Thai could take the teeth 
out of a central Greenbury recom- 
mendation. On the other hand, 
there is evidence that greater circu- 
lation of information is already re- 
sponsible for accelerating hoard- 
room pay increases. 

Comparisons of earnings at the 
top are Far from a new phenomenon. 
There was and still is a whole industry 
□f remuneration specialists re- 
searching the going rate for senior 
jobs. They acted as consultants to the 


disclosure - and therefore a more 
open and liquid market in top ex- 
ecutives - is helpful to those who jus- 
tify high pay increases on the 
grounds that ihc rates are set by an 
open market for top talent. 

Ignore the market rate and you 
lose you best people; make the mar- 
ket work belter and more transpar- 
ently and you have a respectable 
justification for paying the going rate, 
however high it may be. 

In theory, a once -and -for- all im- 
provement in the flow of informa- 


Greater circulation of information is 
responsible for accelerating pay rises 


board, advising what executive di- 
rectors should be paid. 

Board remuneration committees 
assumed they must pay above the 
median salary for the job to attract 
and keep the best talent. Since most 
aimed for the same objective, the me- 
dian automatically rose. 

It is therefore hard to dismiss oul 
of hand claims that the far greater 
degree of disclosure imposed after 
the Greenbury report could accel- 
erate this process by ramming home 
for executives exactly what they and 
their competitors earn. The shop 
floor used to call such pay rises par- 
ity claims, and they were very de- 
structive. especially in the motor 
industry. This trend towards more 


lion i aside a marketplace oughL to 
adjust the prices paid, as any broker 
will tell you. Unfortunately, pay 
tends to ratchet in one direction, 
which is upwards. There is little pres- 
sure to cut bock the rewards of those 
who may be overpaid already, but 
there tends to be much less resistance 
to increases. Executive pay will ad- 
just upwards not downwards. 

If tills is correct, we may not see 
many signs of G ree nbury- inspi red re- 
straint when the results of the cur- 
rent executive pay round are 
analysed in detail later this year. In- 
deed, the Greenbury report has a 
built-in mechanism that could keep 
remuneration in the best-perform- 
ing companies rising strongly for 


some years to come. Everybody 
seems to agree with the report’s sug- 
gestion that it is a good idea to re- 
place share options, notorious for 
rewarding directors for movements 
in the stock market rather than im- 
provements in performance, with 
properly constructed long-term per- 
formance schemes maturing three or 
more years ahead. 

The advantage of a well con- 
structed long-term performance 
scheme is that it pays only on the ba- 
sis of results. Most institutional 
shareholders are perfectly happy 
with big pay rises on the boards of 
the companies they own if directors' 
performance is seen to justify them. 

But when those schemes pay out, 
some will make recent awards look 
modest. Will the rest of the body 
politic, and especially a Labour cab- 
inet looking for reforms of corporate 
governance and perhaps higher top 
marginal tax rates, hare the same un- 
derstanding as fund managers? 

ICI set up a performance-related 
long-term scheme for Sir Ronnie 
Hampel, its chairman, in 1993, well 
before the Greenbury report was 
thought of. It came to fruition last 
year with a £425,000 payment, so Sir 
Ronnie took home 42 percent more 
than a year earlier, although his ba- 
sic salary dropped as be changed 
from chief executive to chairman. 

As a performance reward, after a 
demerger of ICI. the overall pack- 
age was perfectly acceptable in 
Grecnbuiy terms. But it looked bad 
in the headlines, particularly as Sir 
Ronnie is chairing the new corporate 
governance committee that will 
monitor the Greenbury rules. 

Looking ahead, British Aero- 
space set up a long-term perfor- 
mance scheme, in accordance with 
Greenbury, while at the same time 



Feeding frenzy: Lunchtime at this week's Institute of Directors convention at the Albert Hall. 
In fo rm a t i on about colleagues’ pay makes directors restless about their own Photograph: Edward Webb 


announcing modest single-figure 
pay rises for its directors this year. 
Assuming that BAc performs well, 
there could be some hefty rises in re- 
muneration to report in a few years' 
time. WDI this be another case of a 
long-term performance scheme that 
looks good at the start but attracts 
flak when it pays out? 

There is hardly anybody, even 
among those on company' boards 
most worried about the impact of the 
new levels of disclosure, who believes 
the dock should or could he put back. 


So if companies want to justify the 
rewards coming through from long- 
term incentive schemes over the next 
few years they wilt have to think 
rather carefully about how they im- 
plement and justify the schemes. 

The performance criteria for long- 
term bonuses will have to be ex- 
tremely demanding. Most of them, 
arc incomprehensible without an an- 
alyst and an actuary at your elbow, 
so ways will hare to be found to make 
them more easily understood. 

That may demand even greater 


levels of disclosure, with the annu- 
al report giving measurements of the 
directors’ achievements to set along- 
side their bonuses, spelling oul every 
detail of the reasons for the payment. 
Companies are in deep on disclosure, 
but will he forced still deeper. 

Whether full disclosure turns 
Britain into a country in which high 
rewards for high performance are 
generally acceptable is another ques- 
tion altogether. We will see when 
those new long-term incentive 
schemes start paying out. 
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2841 
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3087 

3273 
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2531 
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(Accun units) 
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6007 

toiwi 
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2765 

2030 
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3A0 

Emaphg Martiets Acc 

»<i r . 

24* 


Euo Growth Acc 
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IOTA 

001 

Far Eaa Gwm Acc 

17136 

■eg -mi 

000 

Japan Groerih Acc 


0081 

000 

Uiga Extra hcoma he 

3553 

3786 
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Mnpd Eflra hcome Ace 

4446 

4728 

050 

Mngo Growth Ace 

1M38 

0156 


UroOrioh Yith he 

8803 


446 

MngdttgiYUdAce 

WTO 

Q&41 

446 

Itagdhct G8i he 

BETA 

922S 

13? 

tafld Inc 8 Gtti Aco 

mcarr 

1*81 

132 

Dtscreilonary PorttciD 

finao 

6438 

000 

Poetic Growth Ponioko 

at-g 

5885 

MB 

UK Growth Acc 

9105 

3782 

2JQ 

Uv hcorre he 



124 

UK hcoma Acc 
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BG76 

324 

LKSmattetCoe 

4191 

4459 
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Thornton Daft Managers Lid 
8wan Kom. 31 Onaen Shah, London EC4A 1AX 
M 0171-248 3000, Daafe*: 0171 2U3U1 
(tesdnar EUdpB Bd 4492 4&70 51 

(Accun UUS) 7165 MBS Si 

Eutpesn »a« 3S8J2 no 

(Accun Unto) 34591 36C20 <*: 

Exempt « 65147 68114 dZi 

(Aecum Units) * 

OoM B m a te 5) Vtos 

(Accum UnlB) *096 *571 001 

Japan "61 0OBO 9306 

(Accun Urttsl 8890 9308 

Lrhte DragDra X&OB H003 

(Accun urets) *Bi7 n826 

N9l Amer Gwtti 29712 31112 06 

(Accun Unts) 37282 38038 06 

Oriental beams 5024 rm 

(Accun UretSl 0853 7290 dll 


75677 79180 

32375 33900 

3*013 36615 

7547 7802 


lAccun IMM 
Tber 

(Accun UrstE) 
UKBtreChp 
(Accun IMS) 
IKQtowm 
(Accun Unas) 
IKHBKYtott 
(Accun UntiB) 

LKUtaCap 
(Accun Unis) 
(KStrtrCcs 
(Accun unto) 

UK Smaler Cos Drv 
(Accum UnKs) 


22 

1034 H7E3 £60 


USD 
34588 024 


83136 GBUO 
132-57 13871 


244 96.78 
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e 
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exdvidend 

edt charge when units sold 
formerly Wter' 
se« formerty taief 

x Non 56 recognised finds 

Cepes of the most recent managers' 
reports and scheme particulars are 
ev^abte from fund managers free on 
request 

A more extensve 1st of Unit Trusts 
and Managed Funds, ranted by 
performance within each sector and 
incliting ptfer prices, is pubfished m 
Saturday editions of the in depended 
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European GP 

April 28 

San Marino GP 

May 5 

Monaco GP 

May 19 

Spanish GP 

June 2 

Canadian GP 

June 16 

French GP 
June 30 
British GP 
Jufy 14 
German GP 
July 28 

Hungarian GP 

August 11 

Belgian GP 

August 25 

Italian GP 

September 8 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 


WIN a drive in a Grand Prix car 

F ormula 1 Dream Team is All drivers are eligible to score for a 
just like Fantasy Foot- top six finish but can also notch up 
ball: you pick and manage extra points as fallows: 
your dream grand prix • The fastest driver in race-day 
team to score points over warm-up will collect six points, with 
the coming season. five for the second and so on down to 


F ormula 1 Dream Team is 
just like Fantasy Foot- 
ball: you pick and manage 
your dream grand prix 
team to score points wer 
the coming season. 

Even though the grand prix season 
has started, it is 
not too late to 
join in: pit your 
wits against other 
enthusiasts and 
you could win our 
overall 1996 
champion's prize, 
a drive in a 
Formula One car 
plus additional 
prizes for each 
race. 

Your team must 
comprise three 
drivers, a chassis 
and an engine; 
your budget is 
£40 million. Make your selections 
from the grand prix shopping list 
printed below; the only restriction is 
that your third driver must come from 
the £1 million category. 

Details of how in enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix 
season but the earlier you enter, the 
greater your chances of being our 
overall champion. Remember, there 
□re prizes for the winning Dream 
Team in each individual grand prix so 
you can enter a different team for each 
race. 

HOW YOU SCORE 

Points are awarded per race to the 
top six finishers, based on the 
Formula One World Championship 
points scoring system (10, 6, 4. 3, 2. 
1 > but with an extra 10 points award- 
ed to each of the top six finishers. 


All drivers are eligible to score for a 
top six finish but can also notch up 
extra points as follows: 

• The fastest driver in race-day 
warm-up will collect six points, with 
five for the second and so on down to 
one point for the sixth quickest. 

• Drivers score one point for each 
place they make up over their grid 
position. Points are not deducted by 
losing places. 

• Five points are lost if your driver 
posts first retirement, four for second 
down to one point lost for the fifth 
retirement 

• If your driver makes the quickest 
pitstop (from the entry of the pillane 
to the exiL) you gain five points. 

• If your driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 

• If your driver receives a stop/co 
penalty, you lose five points. 

• If your driver starts on pole 
position, you gain five points. 

• The Independent will name a 
Driver OfThe Day after each race for 
a particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 

• Non -qualification for a grand prix 
loses you two points. If a driver is on . 
the FLA's published starting grid but 
fails to take the start, no points arc lost. 

• Drivers removed from ihe results, 
for any reason lose all points gained 
that weekend. Any driver not 
competing in a grand prix weekend 
scores no points. 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six 
finish or any early retirement. 
The score is based on the first 
chassis home of that particular 
manufacturer. Likewise, only the first 
chassis retirement will count if they are 
both among the first five to retire. 

• Engine rules are the same as the 
chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 



TEAM PftiZS V 

The Dream Tbam manager with the highest number of points at 
the end of the Grand Prix Championship season will win our top 
prize - a drive in a 650bhp FI car. You will be flown to the AGS 
team's training school in the south of France fo* the most 
exhilarating experience of your life. Hie school specialises in 
FI courses and provides an the racewear and Instruction you will 
need for the day, 

'mx-iws - 

The Dream Team manager with the highest number of points 
following the European Grand Prix will wtn a trip for two to the 
Spanish Grand Prix on June 2. WO have two. grandstand seats 
in prime position, from Which you will be able to see all the 
action bn the Barcelona circuit. 

Prize iifianfir 

Congratulations to Joe Budynowicz from Hornchurch, Essex 
with his teafo Pistons Broke 4. He has won an. Initial trial at the 
Nigel Mansell Racing School. . . - - 


HOW TO ENTER 

Choose your Dream Team from the 
shopping list on this page. 
Remember, you must choose three 
drivers (the third from the £1 million 
section), one chassis and one engine. 
You must not exceed your budget of £40 
mill/oo. 

Give your team a name and register 
it by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You will immediately be asked the 
entry question: How many races are 
there in this year's formula One World 
Championship? 

To enter your Dream Team details you 
can use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets 
you key in the code numbers of your 
driver, chassis and engine 
choices. The computer will check that 
your team falls within budget and is 
eligible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and 
you give your details verbally. A 
budget check is not possible using this 
method. 

When you have registered your Dream 
Team, you will be asked to predict the 
number of points this year's champion 
will notch up over the year. In case of 
a tie at the end of the season, the near- 
est figure to the champion's points will 
win the top prize. In the event of a 
further tie. the team that registered first 
will win. 

Once you haw registered your team 
you will he asked for your name, address 
and telephone number. Your team 
elections plus your personal details will 
be played baek to you and. when you 
confirm that they are correct, you will 
he given a PIN number. 

This is confirmation of your entiy and 
will enable you to access the score cheek- 
ing line. 

There is no limit on the number of 
teams an individual can enter, but only 
one team can be registered per call. ’ 


#. 

CHECKING YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team's position 
at any time by calling 089 1 891 806 and 
quoting your PIN number. If you want 
to know the individual driver, chassis 
and engine scores from the most 
recent race, call 0891 891 807, This line 
will also list the Top 50 
Formula One Dream Teams. 


Rales 

1 . All telephone calls are charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times, with a typical call to 
secure your entry lasting between five 
and seven minutes. 

2. The deadline to be included in a 
particular race Is midday the Friday 
prior to that race. 

3. The judges decision is final, no 
correspondence will be entered into and 
there is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4 . Employees of Newspaper Publishing 
Pic, Haymarkel Publishing Lid and all 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and 
residents of the UK or the Irish Republic. 

6. To be eligible for the main prize, you 
must hold a cunent driving licence, be 
no more than 1. 95m tall and weigh no 
more than 2201b*. 

7. All scores will be worked out 
according to the official FLA time sheets 
produced at the meeting. The values 
stated for drivers, engines and chassis 
bear no relation to real life. 

8 . In the event of a tie for the Drcah 
Team Top Prize or for any of Lhe 
individual race prizes, the team that 
registered first will win. 

9. For lost PIN numbers, call ngQi RQt 
808. Helpline; 01275 344183. 

1 0. The Top 50 Teams Line, lists the top 
50 teams from the last race. Both the 
Team Position Check Line and the 

Results & Top 50 Teams Line wflj be up- 
dated at 2 pm on the Monday following 
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DRIVERS 

£2Sm 

■l M SchuraachW 
£Z3m ■ 

2 j Ales! 

3 D Hill • 

£20m 
4&'Befger 
£ 18 ai ; - 

5DCoutthard - 

6 ■£ ; Irvi ne ;V 

7 i Viltenetive: i 
£13a : 
SMHakfcfoen ?•. 

9 H H firemzen - . 
10 m 

10 MBruncHe ',; . 
11 R Banicheilo 
12JHert>ert- 


13 M.Salq ' 

. 14? Lain/ ' • 

j £4ar . 

jiS PPjniz ‘ : 
j ItiUKasayama 
\ 17 J:\ferstappen 
.{■180 Panis;- 

j £3m _. 

•{,19- tBadoer. 
i >20 R-Rosset , - 
■21 AMofSemuni 

£2n 

: i22-G FsicteHa . 
23 V Sospffi*-.. 
f -24 T.Marqties* 
l.25FLagorce* - 
■{36.H Noda* /•■ 
* 27T Inode* . 


1 28 M Blundell* 

] 29 J-G Boulton* 

• 30 K Brack* - , 

1 31 K Burt* . - 

. ? 32 EOotefjd^ ' 

: 33. N Fontana* -. 

; 34 D franchittl* 

• 35 N Larini* ' - _ •' 
j.£im j.'.;-. ■ 

’ 36 J Magpussen* 
•1:37 A Prost* . . . . 

; 38G1arquint* 

•• 3&K Wendlinger* 


CHASSIS i 
£20m ;-i £Sm 

40 Benetton- 49 -Minardi 

41 Williams | £1» . 

■•■■SO Fort!.- 



.Prix Shopping list 


m 


l ftsSuppeanG? 
: htita&'Dmpe, is 
' teter. • 7 - . 


£18tn ' .■ 

42. Fanan j 

£1501 

43. McLaren:. 

£i4o» : 

_44 Sauber. *. 
4S Jordan . 

£10Oi 

46li&er 

£Bm } •••-•1 

47TyrreH . ,{ 

£5n>" \3 

48 Arrows *• 
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Confidence bruised in Bosra 


ie 


e 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

feife {*«" Lhc equivalent 
fingernail 9 h J' ,sUe splitting a 
the ann .' hu1, "^rthelcis. 
that R?,?, cM -cmeni yesterday 
a niu.hi Fa u ,um * lat ^ racl wilh 
lh - cpi - 

nJLST a ^*nlee from the 
Newmarlcet gallops Tor the next 
hours. -Bosra Sham hassuf- 
u.rv.d a minor setback." Henry 
f" cc ^' the filly’s trainer, said yes- 
terday. " Sh e ha* bruised a foot 

put hopefully she will be back 
in exercise in a couple of davs. 
Hopefully the setback won’t 
affect her participation a week 
on Sunday." 

The news did not change 
opsra Sham’s position at the 
pinnacle of the Classic betiing. 
which she dominates ahead of 
pint Salasabi] (9-2) and Bint 
Shadayid (7-1). The Bints are 
JJW* by Sheikh Hamdan A1 
Makioum and the whisper yes- 
terday was (hat one of them 


BEVERLEY 

^IftLISWOiiquAUTYiDHarraonJ 13- 
f _**" 2- Gom*e 33-1- 3. Dark Deed 2-1. 

ran - a. JVs. 0 Fanatawe, Newmameit 
'«•: £2.60: 1130. £2-3.40. £120. Dual 
tisa .SO. Compute* Suaipjn Fwe- 
r£cX £4 7 ?0. Tno: £22080. Mcxi Runntr. Au- 
icitieny. 

2-40: 1_ MONTECRKTO (F Lvrichi 2-5 fav 
2. Phantom Dancer 16-1: 1 Danko U- 
® i»il a. IR Guest. NewmarKeu. Tote- 
f!50; £110, £2.60, £110. Df: £030. CSF- 
td.07.rno: £6.00. Non Runner Cry Baoy 
3.10:1 COYOTE BLUFF lifted i 13 2; 2. 
Sualtach 6-1: 3. Mytefte 5-L 7 ran. 5-4 
fw State Of caution [4ihi. sht-ho. 4. [P Dap- 
ple -Hyam, Mantonl. Tote: £6.80; £2.40 
£2.70. DF: £18111 CSF: £4195. After a £»w- 
anls. 1 nqury, ihe n-suft stood. 

3.40: 1 FREEQUENT tO Uitenai 7-4 lav; 
2- Matt The Clouds 9-4; 3. Mtsky Bay 7- 
1 12 ran. %.,& (L Curran, NewmarfeO. Tote: 
£3.20. £120, £140, £2J30. DF: £333. CSF: 
£6.59. Tno: £10.00. Non Burner: Bashihe- 
boanft. 

4J0: 1 DARLMG CLOVER CM F£rKcr\) 12- 
1: 2. Eskhno Net 11-4 fae; 3. Mandats S- 
1: 4. Anchorena 14-1. 18 ran. >/.*. 2. (D 
Mortey. Newmarket). Tote: £19.10: £3.70 
£L40. £1.70. £3.30. DF: £49.60. CSF: 
£47.70. Tncasc £28086. TriG: £144.60. NFS 
MttSWycucMy Reeks. 

4-40: 1 FAATEQ (W CSROni 11-4 far, 2. 
Classic Colons 7-1 3. Pine Needle 9-2. 
ID ran. 2. l tf Dunlop, Awndefl. fete: £4.10; 
£1-50. £2.20. £2.10. DF; £30.50. CSF: 
£23.23. Tricast: £82.37. Trio: £7280. 
Jackpot: £8,58680. 

Ptacepc t £28-30. Quadpot: £1980. 
Place B: £25.13. Piaee 5: £18.78 
FQNTWELL 

2-20: 1 RAPHAEL BODINE (R Daws) 7- 
4 £31" 2. Just Bmce 9-4; 3. Imperial Vin- 
tage 7-1 12 ran. 3, 2%. (Miss V Viffllamsj. 
Tote: £2.70. £160. £180, £170. DF: £4.10. 
CSF: £6.01 Trta: £480. 

: 2.60: 1POLDEN PRIDE (BCWtartfl 15 

- 2: 2. Mina’s AaAca 10-1: 3. Ramstar 14- 
1 13 raa 3-1 fair Black Churcn. nk. IV. (G 
EaW^.Totae £920; £3.10, £2.60, £4.10. 
DF: £64.90. CSP. £74.95. Tricasc £94887. 
» Tno: £23580. 

P 3-20: 1 RAQR3 (D Gatetfwrt 5-1 2- Mtes 
Diskia 7-1: 3. Prince Nasba 7-1. 14 ran. 
7-2 far Fresh Choke, hd, 10. (P Rnchens). 
Tote: £3.80; £L40. £4.10. £180- DF; 
£29.80. CSF: £38.71 Tncasc £232-00. TOO: 
£104.60. 

380: i_ ST VI VIE ffl PowOT 10-1; 2. 
Meneb wcfc 15-2: 3. Smugtfer’s Point 7-2. 
7 ran. 3-1 fav Punch’s Hotel (4th). hd, hd. 
OR BucMerj. Tot* £18.10: £3-70, £2.90 DF: 
£2980. CSF: £70.45. Altar a stewards’ in- 
quiry, the /BSLtfi stood. 

480: 1_ CHtlOHAY CHOCOLATE (P HWe) 
10-11 lav: 2. Foxgrove 5-2: 3. CaO Me Riv- 
er 6-2- 6 raa ha (fcsL IP Nrcholls). Tote: 
£1.90; £150, £1.90. DF: £3.00. CSF: 
£3.51 

4.50: 1 TIM IS Fom 100-30 jt fav. 2. 
Haunting Music 5-1 3. Spring Brass 100- 
30 i\ fav. 12 ran. Mj, 6. (J Jertw&l. Tote: 
£3.90: £170, £2.20. £110. DF: 02-50. 
CSF: £18.38. Trio: £6.60. 

580: 1 ANTOWO MARIANO <P Hdel 6- 
1 2. Coleridge 7-2; 3. Pretoria Dancer 11- 
4. 12 raa 9-4 fav Whistling Buck. 16,9. U 
Gifford i . Tote: £6.00: £2.20, £160, £130. 
DF: £12.50. CSF: £2686. Tno: £22.70. 
Ptocopot: £258.60. Quadpot £19.00- 
Place 6: £31R25. Place 5: £270.78. 

PERTH 

200: 1 GROUSE-N-HEATHER lA Dottmi 
2-1 fav 2. Over The bland 7-2; 3. Walls 
Court 4-1 9 raa 4, 22. (P Momrith). Tola: 
£280: £1.10, £1-40, £1.50. Dual Forecast: 
£4.40- CSF: £8.19. Tno: £3.30. 

280:1 ACT OF FAITH [Proven) 13-8 fav 

LCratpabuoy v*-l; 3. Naughty nitura» 

2. IB ran- nk, nk. (N Gaseteel. Tote: £280: 
£130. £2.30. £180. DF: £13.80. CSF: 
£23.25. Tno: £4140. „ 

34Xt 1 POUTICAL TOWER (A DcttxU £ 

1 2. Wee (Wwr 13^ tav 3. Super Sandy 
16-1. 7 ran. 19. V*. (R NUoni. Tote: £3.00; 
£140, £140. DF: £3.00. CSF: £5.46. 

380: 1 EIGHT SHARP (R Garsty) 9-2; 

2. Principal Player 7-4 tav 3. 

25-1 11 raa 5. 9. (M Hairimond). T«a 
£5.70: £2. ID. £140. £2.50. DF: £8.60. CSF. 
£12.58- Tno: £30-90. 

4JJ0: 1 LITTLE WEN LOCK (Mrs V Jar*- 
son) 25-1: 2- Romany KirS 

Southern MtaSitW 2-1^ raa 7 4favHoray; 

man Hell. 3. 9. iMis D QOsoni. Totee Elio: 
£5 00 £2.40. DF: £49.10. CSF- £98.58. 

SteL URBAN DANCING iGCa^ffl U- 
2; 2. Johns The Boy T-llScarta ^ g- 
7 ran. 2, nh. iB Ellison). Tote: £6-49. £2 ‘ JO - 
£2.60. DR £13.70. CSF: £39-40. 

Pteeapot £90.20. *"*£**£& 

Place g: £121.33. Place S: £103.71 

1UDLOW 

HVPERIOH _ _ , 
5-45 Out Ranking MS I 
low BAS Mhn-Ldu-And 7J5 CropraW 
Lad 7^45 A Windy Citizen BIS Akly 


SANDOWN 106 M 
CARLISLE 107 207 
PERTH 108 208 
LUDLOW 109 209 

SumoH nojll 
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would be saved for the Poule 
d’Essai dcs Pouliches (French 
l.tNIU Guineas). 

This uneasiness virtually im- 
mobilised the ante-post market, 
and just about the only filly go- 
ing down on bits of paper was 
Michael Stoutc's Dance Se- 
quence. a 20-1 shot. She is the 
booked mount of John Reid, 
who had originally been ap- 
pointed to partner Peter Chap- 
pie- Hyam's Sea Spray. That 
filly is now expected to contest 
the Irish equivalent at the Cur- 
ragh although she may return to 
Rowley Mile consideration if the 
1,000 Guineas cuts up further. 

Chapple-Hyam also has Clas- 


sic pro pecis with Nash House, 
who was plonked into Derby 
belling at 10-1 after his seasonal 
debut win at Newbuiy. “f was 
vety pleased with him,- the 
trainer said, "but 1 was surprised 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Relative Chance 
fCaunton 8 j 0O) 

NB: El Grando 
(Taunton 630) 

to sec his price for the Derby af- 
ter he had just won a maiden" 
Chapple-Hyam may clean 
up this afternoon with Myself 
(3.40) in the Sandown Mile. 


while Red Rob bo (235 ) is sent 
out by the Cedi school of ex- 
cellence for the Tudor Condi- 
tions Stakes earlier in the day. 

The cleaning up will cer- 
tainly still be taking place at 
Punches! own today following a 
three-day Festival which at- 
tracted record crowds. The fi- 
nal day of the meeting is La 
Touche day, when Puncfa- 
cst own's banks course and its 33 
fences of varying make-up and 
complexity come into play. It is 
Jeux Sans Frontiers for horses, 
but is not the lottery it might ap- 
pear. Risk Of Thunder has 
shown something of a liking for 
this obstacle race and won for 


Careless Dettori nearly out of Guineas 


Frankie Dettori was suspended 
for two days for careless riding 
on Sualtach at Beverley yes- 
terday but. because of a change 
in the rules, will not miss the 
1.000 and 2.000 Guineas. 

Under the old rules. Deilori's 
ban would have taken effect on 
4 and 5 May, but because there 
are Group One races on hoth 

I SANDOWN 

I 2J5: AL ABRAQ, who won here on 
his dcbul before runn ing a good race 
behind Rio Duvida in a big field ai 
Newmarkei last September. should 
make a useful ihree-year-old. Leices- 
ter winner Royal Cansalui looks the 
principal danger. 

1 cm 

3.05: PENGAMON. runner up lo 
Welton Arsenal - who ran a good 
raa- in a competitive contest at New- 
bury last Saturday - over -seven fur- 


thest: days, the first two Clas- 
sics, his suspension wus de- 
ferred until 6 and 7 May. 

Dettori was judged guilty of 
careless riding in the featured 
G anion Handicap as he had his 
whip in his left hand, despite 
Sualtach edging to his right to- 
wards the winner. Coyote Bluff, 
inside the final furlong. Suai- 

"HYPERION’S" 


longs ui Warwick lust time, stays a 
mile well and should give a good ac- 
count of himself. 


tach, who failed by a short -head 
to beat Coyote Bluff, caused 
slight interference to that Peter 
Chapple-Hyam- trained horse 
towards the finish. 

Dettori is to ride two Dubai- 
wintered horses in the New- 
market Classics; Mark Of 
Esteem in the 1000 Guineas and 
Phantom Creek in the 1,000. 

340: GABR, three-quarters of a 
length behind the fitter First Island 
when the pair were third and fourth 
to Luso in the Group Three Earl of 
Sel'ton Stakes at the Newmarket 
Craven meeting, should come on for 
(hat race and can turn Ihe tables over 
a trip which should suit him better. 
Soviet Line arid Nwaamis cut Little 
icc on their reappearances, while 
Bishop Of Cashel, Mvsdt Nyo and 
lnzar are all expected to be hener 
for The race. 


SANDOWN 


2jOO Red Garter 
Z35 AlAbraq 
3-05 Pengamon 
340 Gabr 


HYPERION 

4JO Darter 
4.45 Gatlne 
5J20 Stately Dancer 


GOING; Coin! (Gow! lo SoTl rtnol three (iirionfin on round rourr* 1 .) 

STALLS: Suaurik mwrsr - for wide, renialrakr - insult!. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High numbeni tkS for fif. 

■ Rjghi-tianri counte. Surwrue aUff Tif luck. 

■ BMeccwmc is on AU07 , four miles smith -if Ktn&lon. Esher ralhray station (service 
from London, Wnteriou i adjoins cotuse. ADMISSION: Club £ If., Junior Club (IB - ^fivts I 
S)3: Gnuvfaund & Paddock S 12; Park £5. CAR PARK: ttve, ur S2 bi membtw. 


a “ l! wlwh ' 000*11; J Catena - 19 ten- to add tfl that success, ran well when fourth behind Srarwon AbCyaiDi 

’ nniwi - 1,10 riainet>. H.U%, J w Inrar at Goodwood m the e«l of Smernoer, beatefi about a len0h.W 

■T^nriur can tun around the form mm fmar. Gw in me gaum a a must tar E 

S fSfi-Wi tiirae para of a leogn at Doncaster (Group Three) «i Sept 

«u, JzT'ii ,i 7 ;i; C ^ tori -•*»*«. **> ^ J.^%,-SH-»:WCjx- Fansnwre’s runner can oonflmi thal farm. Bishop Of Cashel (ironed a ie 

mnwjBcr__i . j iS 6 ' etLme when they were thud and fourth to Bahri in the Queen Elizabeth 

LONrmm'aNrvaimNRM:^ V°^« W, ?5^n?i. IN i tHE LAS T.? B '? N * Sos®"*** o Sb Denar off after vie^-for-a^ at^ustrrwn Then 

LQ NC- D ISTANCBIIUNNRKS: EreaiQaa (4.10) h» Iwai Mnra JUI mlksi bfMtmM Rcvp- utBe between Hffit Mend and Gate, separared by tnreequartere of a 

tey from unalilf, tvrebnd. end fouth to Luso m the Earl of Sefton Stakes at NemnarKet nine day 

won at Doncaster on the opening day mot hotpot Ihraamls a four-terg 

( O nO ALBERT MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) Nwaamtt's first race sewe May -ne had a petasm(uiy tea summer -a 
£5000 added 2V0 fflHes 5f Penalty Value £3,404 ish closer thsame. » 

1 4UMHUAM (DR*«iii Jiweesu KlMtarB a mw rwu?n uawnieaD/n Kcmrennn«i 

2 LOCH MBDALE iGies W Pmcfad-GaPon] J BanKi 8 11 J Stack {3)7 AJfl GUHJjFORD HAfaJlGAP (CLASS D) BSflOO fitt 

3 masnoua tcttnsaptH wtigho p ede b ti' ' 2m 78yds Penalty Value £4^41 

i , roaODIAfflteWADamiDAituWiwSU SMMuan2 i 4111/ BOWWWtBTTJIOSIWMreN Re*tey6100 

? 5 raaABraTOWle«ictelte»*»*HyiKlteMte811 S Sanders a 2 436600 OffIIESSAVBMrh(CTSpereer4>hteslRHariroi495. 

5 2 ValeylterigAFotwSll RMteriMd(713 3 30-2 SPEBDTOtEm W(BRlBuctewOakHt*0^HCHa<92 

7 MBOIWItesEtoraBlBmaU- 4 42-5061 TOT PHMCESS (USA) OO) 1C E Bmnrt) C Brman 4 8 13 Wed 

B SHOW OFF (Mb Sifari Dans) W Jms8 1L LtMtaril 5 324524. PARADISE HAW (SE8» IEMa Raong CWS C ^3®n 7 8 12 

-BdKtarad- 6 034110 LEAR DANCER (IMA) (43J (D) (BF) (M>s R A Johnson) P MftcMS 5 B 1 

BETTING: 188 Ms0iana. 62 SubotM. 3-1 Stew Off. 7-1 Rad Gorttf.B-l Royal Bntatan.M-1 Loch 7 3653. MHIER (385) (A D Spence) H Alelusr 4 6 7 

Dtaktaie, 20-1 otters 8 062333- BAHHMO SOVBQON (285) (Bated BooaaocM J Fanshami 4 B 7 _ 

1395: Flwft Squaw 1 8 11 Rrt^ies 100-30 fMChannon) 12 tel 3 404621 ITOMe«OTE(98lftmtelhi»TtrfMBSki^685 

FORM GUIOE 10 2MD5 CAIL Wf OJKT (13) (Derek D Oae) R Peacock fl 8 4 

Paul Cole «midk with juremte debutant Heicher at Newraartei last weetiwMe the stable’s u 33000-2 mxiMFBI (10) M$PJ Stead Mss B Sardes 5 710.^. 

Granny's Pet ran wen in defeat 10 Bnteh ruira-ip behind a smart newcomer In Daylight In u 641621- RQCW FOfSJN (Z65) (D) (The faun LUj G L Mhw 4 7 10 

Duber at Newtery. so the agis are that MAGNOLIA b forward erau^v The fiky b bred to 13 055000 REAQAtBQUE (USAIOA) [Ms Jote Sp<kT»d P Mumhy4 7 10 — 

rqiatar^ a bh being bv 1984 Wokm^iam. Stewards' Cup and vemonsSpnm victor Paung 14 3141-40 SSmBttN SO (35) {CDHftoJ D*a»y PUjpfiyfi 7 10_ 

out of a Try My Bea mam and she feiched 32,CXX)0is as a Red Oartar and Roy- -lAdactead- 

al Ernttoan both have openence on ihek stae. finriang runner-up on fhefr debus behind MMrun ms»c78 10b True Imntav me/gta: BBefffiirunt A fetfnesOM Kl 

Muchea at Canere* - neeien 10 lengths - and to Masterstroke at Brighton, respectively. / a 

Barty Hite has booted Pat Eddety for SaboM, who a by gsod sprtntw Prince Sabo out a 6ETTM& M Darin. 100-30 Speed To lead. MHatteriah, 6-1 Toy Pitacan,: 
fufl-SMaw 10 Park HAI heroine Quay Une and Shore Uneltounii in the 0*s and dam of So- «fce Navy. 12-1 Lear Dracor, RKfcy Ana, Barford Sownl0i. 34-1 Cypcw 
viet Line). Selection: MAGNOLIA rajahs, 20-iutteti 

189£ Smg0rig 4 8 11 L Denon 4-1 (R Mterun) 17 on 

TUDOR CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS C) £8^00 rgJH j„i_ . 

M»OiD ovn 1 rn ponoltv l/nbir> FAJT7S I DARIHI fated to score ftom tair amrejss last season oer shorter taps ww 

1 1 added 4TU LIT1 renany value r “ stable but has knprowd a deed since, ddWng up a hat-mck owr ttaide 

1 01- CENSOR {1S3J (D) dad (tend fle Mbtanii H Ced 9 0 the first in the Tnumph Hurdle. The fauryw-oW. now In Atahust's ; 

2 1- GOLD DISC (USA) (1S8) (K«»Jtah> B rtfc 90 MWiB traahe mark and looks worth an Interest- Speed To Lead is another ma 

3 15- RED B0B80 tCAM flflffl SMfl H Ceci 9 0 -IMtHMaryJ ume an the dock at the age of tout and <mI be the braer for ! 

t 1 HEGAL ARCtBW US) (MS- B V Senate) P Oieppl^Hierii 9 0 lengh second behind Ro^esslon at Newmarket nine days ago. She Is D 

5 3-1 HOTAL GANA5KA (22) fPi (Mra tana M Sfion) D Uxte 9 0 LOMorifl gerous-loateig iML Ttay Princess, ftttom me M-weaher, drfled 10st when de 

5 16- ALABRAQ (213) (C) Bed A GattJanl J His B 10 — — r**”' at Fbflcestora 10 days ago - the pair five tenths deer. However, Haaaafc 

7 GOLD SPA1S (USA) iChadey Pak Serf) M Ssms B < jtcwawmea pji and was having her first race for fire months at the Kent track, can 1 

- ? dederad - Lear Danoer, who ganed consecutive wins at WOtuerhampun at Januar 

BETTINfi 62 Red Hotibo. 2-1 Rtgal Arthwe. 100-30 AI Abnaj. 11-2 Caeaor, 7-1 Bold Dtec Royal from 61 to 9-4 tavomte on the same course las month but was beah 

Cwaska. 1 0-1 Gold Spat* 11th - Toy Princess 3 12-tengrh sixth. Sa 

1996: Spectrum 3 9 4 j Red H-10 (P Oapp^HyamiS ran 

laZSl SUI^ .RAEBreHAHMCAl- (CLASS C) ISfl 

to Irish 0 000 Guineas and Champion States ffoiy - last year. Henry Cool runs Red Rob- — J Penalty Value £5^84 

ho (Pat^ Eudry) and CSenaor (Witte Ryan). Red Robbo.who naped home from Sasuro on j ROQ20-1 SBBffiURML(U)(Eft(IhemGaMptGHafwod41DO 

ro Fork rfetwt m AuHust firofiM last of Aw W Herey Tte Fmn on softsh fftwid at Nw- 2 25WWJ0 L0«t« LEWS (7) m (Ms Arm lavrsl A Jarvis 4 100 

burv in Ocrooerwina only other outing tw something wan taurd to be antes raid .tor 3 06UCD BDCKSYMmoMr |19« W ^ CHBstteh B9 lL-Qta 

bbv rs best taraatten. OerKor, a De»tv entrant, is e fulHiroBior notour wnnersinowwig 4 035400- MAST® OF PASSION (202) (DJIS Ms MdiaN Knee) J Eustace 79E 

S^ciass mder Shavian and haiMwOtirer to Ascffl :Gold CuMmrPaean. Uri(»«a m hB 5 jjqqk)- TWICE AS SHARP ( 202) (D)(FainufeT«elwlP (ferns 4 98 

introduction, the Kns colt wn at tettingfam in October and tiwamiay bemuen oe- 6 52340- GUN90US WAGON fUB) ILosI LwediJma RWirccri ltug«r 4 9 

parr. Hqw wer, REG AL ARCHIVE T^ltrrBSW OKfn ^ bv Pe- J 40433J) TARTAM)AHAlF(14)(OiPFBog8sJBMaehan4 91 

ter Chapple-t+jorn, who has tfw * W02M SAUysWDECUQ(D)|FIMClwnCCiw49l 

nme up at Kempton on Ea® l ®fft''pri<*3y '£S , » , »vd*iivlR be 9 500000 SIHJOeYtUSAJ M P) EMbAGS^S) PMiiphy 7 9 3 

ren ureen and had to be pushed along but was sarkHng out wall m Wi gg.iM Ibe 10 000004- ASHINM C142J (D| [Mb S A Jcincr) B Pocra U810 

more at home over mis extra fulong and on to* m ute : fld to ^tiacluRMtei cawm nra n 4120M TWteH OSIIASTON pfl W iWkl U5 M SarOfC 5 8 9 

more on hts ptene ^ 12 M(XW MSIK JC8S0N (D| [Bob Froonw) R Ffad^a 7 88 

he is another wen lo 13 461-1 BAU«(8)(P) (SFustoWWOGomw384(6a) 

herom^^^aj^ra^ofSO^^reoDA^^Tfflre^ *44300 H^MMOtaWPBuw»TB3 r D 


Stakes at Neemvarturi- S^ere REGAL ARM 
rsSTTEl ATHLONE RATED STAKES (CLASS C HANDICAP) Hj5Tl 

3.05 SSsOO added lm Penalty VMue £BJBK \JZ*A 

L 1w1 -7 ynuwiS OF FORTH* P®^ P) (AOddefi M) B Hartwyd? 7: 1 State (3) IB 

5 SSat^lWll^»^!W^ R ^rf 797 D«««W«10 


335020- PgatT CTSN TO r 
414153- 

346HHJ SN 


492 

490 

ftera490_ 
6 g 4 8 li- 


lt term 15 

MMd2 

—final 3 
W Woods 8 


6 RCwhraoe4 

a 031231- nail (D* (Ron PawylJ Paste 4 BID LDeUorilfi 

9 SSSMra^^San a i^HCt*!>«»i4S9 I Otero 7 

10 0-30112 5^*5^SS^(DBKWte)Rte«un4Ba PMDManrU 

11 25Ss^ffSSeMi«PHt«ria4B7 RMsl3 

12 fSS>^A)P391Q» R ^ DUUCI ^ ,ttn4B7 ADb»B1B 


IQtem 7 

JMBHsrU 
RMsl3 

12 itS*}(179 (EJKFtacicCUUC^an^a r AEtaffffllB 

13 Q2-^£& OT OtataM Umtart 5 Ow 78 7 SDaHUIld 

14 1J ±2? SfSS^tSsA)UBaM(MAib«PC»68 7 »»I 

15 0MX63- iltean Snflwl R Atetaast * 8 7 TAteteyI7)12 

16 03316 *^^Ufljr7ffl(I»0MDmrilPlfchdl48 7 AC-.H37 

17 ^SSKlbSi«DM»»- 8 7 C tedC®5 

IS 410000- SAIW(3fi*M BI -IBdadraed- 

n.ahireft^iw^-SDtabcy.BteHapeOGtitewteOaBB.StarManag- 
Unlrnm *#«: W ™ ^ SgBan g^ 

e, S Sep* do— Vtala, 61 Star Mroafira. 1M Blare Of Sraig, PttCmm, 

BCTWa 14-icoafioatar, nasertCrtea. SaM, 161 Part 

13-1 Above Th e Of FMana, 261 9ta Hope, Emsj Ctefce, 361 SaBte 

SRUSSm" — 


« tareaed to make a successful tern. James Ftanstene’a tenge &x off 

Aijmi® RW 1 « m ^ isor^ab higher than wrien landng a SDfunner herd- 7 5 . nmoichka (US4J0L88} [Mkeh Rauai^ J DutopSll W Croon 12 

men^at»“^ D ^taSeteBtrt»»b»ft'te84>pMtanc8.defea««OouTayLi»ief g 6 RBiBWiE{224)(McaBSMe)GBteN«au 80mnaP)8 

cap 3i 15 tangdo ba* ta 13Jh and SoKan 14th. bi between wanrtes 9 03-5 S1»HyDAlV»Ciq(AECIppa*wi«)GWaB8U MHBaiA 

a^^D^^^nahmdFtonnDeCodatbateaiSalsbuyandthhdtoScaraben 10 MBStRWS (Fkw Cnsr Radng} M Crmnon 8 7 Cro* Morris 7 

Almond Sj^caate. gnnng wergfit to hoth those oWerrtvata- RtchantHmon’sIBam u R9RE5THBSHlS(Gaai»WM)l*sj0BciB7 BThaawenU 

and lriaK *^,^ ^iSmza °f Song, who was compteaig a hei-mck when *rmmg feme ^ rump (USA) (Ta«i/tnwreafl WMwrB7 RCodsanel 

19 ^ i^fhnootteaneese at 0**MK>wln May. taoteme main threat despite his tack a qy«tA(KtedL*) HCedB T MEdtoyS 

°* a nfick J^r i |SSi5' 32 to MedaBeMIttaire in the Brttanrta Handicap at Rdjb) Ask* 14 UNLUJTtH) (USA) (Sheltfi MohaumEtlj D LrderS 7 L Petted U 

a '*e?Jr^X < i M v lakes the mount PowaaVlote scored tiswtfmeam 1995. once over -Udadrod- 

and siwdd be m at the finish deque the tach 0 # a recent outing. BETTING: Ur4 Lodduln, 3-1 Qeota, 7-2 Aleaaaiwfca, 9-2 Stately Dmcar, 162 taneey, 61 Ftene 

ctw^^^mlSSewa^woweoiasawd^WttendhavtearaigMKta vafiay 1 Uadtoyad,12-lNtac«<ta,20-lolhors 

r»« Royal PhitosoprterJast tarthydrawm wtien i99G:nBaw3 811DHan»nU-2 0FbrahBwil5ran 

r * Ne ^ V /uhe uneoln and ran Wetom Arsenal to a neck at Ware** on Easrer Monday FORM GUIDE 

^ oackM ,rwn ^ P roduax ] subsequert Qaks and St le^r herpne User Friendly made a wtonmg debut in this fata 

3ner ^K«hJngnintD«n ite 20fl*w NewtMy sttangQfl fc« bme up last term and years age and the race could atem throw up something smart. Henry CecS's Quota Is a 
3 s1rfi ^® 1 D with a twti to Secret My m DaobHr. coua prove ppualaaime dsespte the tack (master to Racing Post Trophy and Chester Vase winner Amvger and it wd come as no 


cap at 15 tangUs ba* In Uth and Selflan 14th. In between waortes 

I a head wtdi B^f^—^jnahindFtonnDe Cool at bate aiSaSsbuy and third to Scsraban 
airnond ^ avingweaffit to bath those older data. Richard Hainon’g team 

3rd TTiarchea » or song, who was compteung a hat-trick when grating home 
B ^ ^ i^wootjteenoeze at Chepstow In May. looks the main threat ttespUB his tack 
w a 32 to MedaBe MOtate « the Briramta Handicap at Rojrt Ascot 

cJ a ra** bakes the mount Donne Vtain scored tisee-ttnes m 1S95. once owr 

asi and s«xdd beta at the finish deque the tack of a recent outing, 

« w “i! na .u-«in 19S6 swtuded one owr nra and testsnee end he vrtl Btraigfter ta 
‘ udrs ^ ^a®«t W* 81 PWteopte'Jast Saturttet PHn^non ms tady drawn when 
r«5 f^^^rSiDncoln and ran Weftffi Arsenal to a neck at Wan** on Easrar Monday 
from 261 to 7-1. He can agmn fi&ro. Star Hanager, who produced 


5 1630-4 GABR(9|(Pj0teiT*tanAiMjjaMniHAncs3one69Q WCroen2 

6 021116 NZAR (USA) OS^iMWPto F« S tenanj P Cole 4 9 0 RCodmea 

7 420464- AHSR£CA7gSA)(U6)nt(PKt(>iu)SWbods690 W Woods 11 

B 1/42522- NU0C232) fC) (0j lShe*h«vn«) t*i SaeeO/V Matoumj DUx*r590 R»«tes4 

9 1950-3 MWtAHS (USA) (3Q (BF) (HamBan M Ufrtotnfr J [Xrtop 4 90 RMkS 

10 050260 AWUMN ARM) (S4) Ray Roans] C Dim 4 8 11 WRyMfi 

11 003262 LAP OF USURY QS6) (CO) Q C HdteonS n Jane 7 8 11 BTbosraU 

12 100430 MVSBF (194) iBWrotuy Saitf P OHRMe-Hiwn 4 8 U I Reid 3 

-ttdadared- 

BEnMG: 62 Mysfit, 61 Soviet Ihw, 61 BteepOl Cash* TbttUrad,Gter,011inr,161Nm»ta, 
INa. 161 Decorated Ham, 161 Mstta Cal, 20-1 Up Of Lmay, 50-1 Auttm AHrir 
1995: Item) FI®* 5 9 4 G DidWa 7-4 (C Wall 5 ran 

FOMIGUOE 

Soviet Um hod a pea season m 1994. winning live ones, including Gro<4> Three events 
at Doncaster, Goodwood and Sha-TJn wtute he landed last year's lodonge States at New- 
bury. Michael Suute’s hx-jw-oM tacked the pace n> trouble the leaders when seventh at 

13 to Passion For tile in the scr-tariong Abemant Stakes at Newmarket on his retun but 

mn be sharper lor the ran. is beck ai hb n0« ora and Pat Eddery okas the mourn. The 
combmawn could go dou but wth Peter Creppte-Hyain's team m such good turn and 
MYSELF proving herself an eady type last term, the filly (Rts my vote. Myself took the Group 
Three Net Gwyn at Newmarket on her opereng outrg last season and. although she tailed 
to add to that success, ran well when fourth behind Branson Abby at Doncaster aid third 
to fatrar a Goodwood at the end of September, beaten ebout a lensh. With a 4s> pifi. she 
cat tun around the tann with lnzar. Gw in pie point a a must tar Bishop Of Cashel 
vwio beat IMo three pans of a len^h at Doncaster (Group Three) re September and James 
Fansnam’s ruiner can confirm Oral farm. Bishop Of Cashel Droned a length behind Sow ; 
et Lne when they were thud and fourth 10 Bahri in the Queen Elizabeth D Stakes at Ascot I 
In Sepember and is Sb better oft after wmjya-lw-a^ atfestment There shnid be 
Uttie netweeen Ftnst tataod and Gabr, separated tty tnreequarters of a length when third 
and fourth to Luso in the Earl of Sefton States at Newmarket nine days ago- First Island 
won at Doncaster on the opening day mot hotpot Ihreamta a fbuMenfSh trod. That was 
Nwaantt s first race sn» May - ne had a peivu injury tan summer - and ne snotfd fin- 
ish closer ths time. Selection: MYSELF 

OMJDFORD HANDIGAP (CLASS D) £6^000 added FaSH 
LI^lI 2m 78yds Penalty Value £4,241 

1 4111/ ERBUHAN (977) IDS Hrt) M kM Retaey6 100 ACMrooS 

2 436600 CTPRESS AVENUE (7) (C T Spencer-ndpsl R Harmon 4 95. RPabenUB 

3 3/23-2 SPED) 10 IEAD (^CBF) IBuctatni Oak Hokungsl H Cec4 4 9 2 MEAtayl* 

4 42-5061 TOT PHMCESS (USA) (10) C E Bman( C Bmwi 4 8 13 Mol U Henry (5) 10 

5 524524- PARADISE NAVY (158) IEHb Raong CUg C E$rtDf> 7 6 12 RHotfroS 

6 034-110 LEAR DANC8) (USA) (43J (t>) (BF)(Mrs R A Jehnson) P MncMfl 5 B U ABrtcUB 

7 3653- DARIER [US) (A D Spenori R Alelua 4 6 7 J Sandro 7 

8 QG2333- BARFORD BOVBBON (285 (Batati BtntexM J fivKow 4 B 7 JUMmA 

9 aMH PRBtoeAnVE(980>(MBnlionTrrfelRSrrfOUi685 SDreM»(3)U 

10 21005 cau. MY GUST (13) (Derek D doe) R Peacock 684 W Croon 9 

11 330002 HAXlMfBI(10) M$PJSheenlUssBSandee5 7 10 GBertwe0 6 

12 641621- ROCW RMM (285) n (The ftrom Ltd) G L Moore 4 7 10 IQtenS 

13 055000 REAQAPBQUE (USAJCL4) (kte John Sfnefcnanl P MwiJiy 4 7 10 FNortm2 

14 3141-40 GBmEMAN SO (35) (CEB (JtfcssJ CdBsor) PUupffr'fi 7 10 AMuJ 

-Udectand- 

Mk*wn wdffK 7a Ida. True tontfeap tw^ns.- ftoefy Foian & Qea&nesow 7a 9fc. Sandeman Sit 
7a » 

BBTM& M Outer, KXk30 SpMd To lead, 7-1 (WtraMv 01 Toy htaens, 10-1 badtae. ?«- 
rtto Navy, U-l Law Dracar, Rocky tan, Barford SowreiSi. 14-1 CHm Avenue, 16-1 Are- 
rotrtvs, 20-1 ottien 

199SE Smugging 4 8 11 L Denon 4-1 (R Maftufl) 17 on 
FORM CUBE 

DARTER OKed to score ton taur attempts last season over shorter taps Mien In Luca Oman's 
stable but has Improved a dead since, eftfidng up a hat-Pick over timber before fa ling at 
the first m the Tnumph Hurtle. The taur-yw-old. now in Beg Atehust’s yard, is on an at- 
tractive mark and looks worth an interest. Speed To Lead is another maiden but she has 
Wile msesj^ on the dock at the age of (out and s*l De the better tor her opening tmo- 
lengh second behind Fto&ceslon at Newmarket nine days ago. She Is Darter's most dan- 
gaous-tookfog ifcai. Ttajr Princess, fit tom the aAnwatiier, drtled 10st when defeong Hatiaateh 
at FUtestone 10 days ago - the pah- five lengths ctear. Hosrever, Hattaafeh. who hns a 31b 
pdl and was haring ner first race tar five morths arthe Kant track, can reverse the form. 
Lear Danoer, who gained consecutive wins at Wtererhampun in January, was supported 
from 5-1 to 9-4 tevouite on the same course last month but was beaten out of sight in 
11th - Toy Princess a 12-Jertgh sMh. Selection; DARTER 

lAAEt SURREY RACING HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8000 added 5f 
CLirJ Penalty Value £5,784 

1 ROQ20-1 SBSffiURML (U) (Eft (The RT GiMit G Hareood 4 ID 0 ACtarkB 

2 254000 1BVKK (JEWS (ft note Am Jew) A Jana 4 100 K Hc**fc» (7) 12 

3 061000- ROOtBYkaMONt D96)TO0taCHFeahflrtWtegpsB911.aabetliTigrar[7)14 

4 015400 UASlHtOFniSSION (203) P)(fi Mrs MclEW Kwecj JEusSCB 799 UT<*tMDl5 

5 130010 1MCE AS SHARP (202) (Q)(FdiriuP Teste! PHtints 4 9S GMndB 

6 52240 6UNBDUSARABON(2iqagfoLMitUnidRJanGontei9Mn494_^AOteaml 

T 40000 TNVMDAHMFaiqCNPFBDMtlBU>tean4 91 AltasBaa(7L3 

8 010200 SAUy SLADE (IB) (tfl (R U Qrert C QSW4 9 1 1 Ratal 

9 500000 SIR JOEY (USA) (U)(D) Ms AG Stitt) PMupty 793 SDnMoe(3)17 

10 000004- ASHIMA (M2) (D) (Mfi S A J^neri B Pemz 11810 MDtaMyT 

n 412000 TB«HiaSMASfON(U9miWiiilifi)MSanBs5B9 JFEgM 5 

12 040004 MSIES J0LSON (iq (D) (Bob Froome) R (tadga 7 88 JlCedmelS 

13 461-1 BA1AE (9 (0) (5 FisaM W OtSotnan 3 3 4 (6ed SSradrolfi 

14 244300 HAUB9T (14) P) (T BaM P Bugyn 7 B 3 D R McCabe (3) 4 V 

15 4Z0 MU3AN cl« (Peter LHe*ti>GL Moore 4 712 W Croon 8 

16 040060 QOtESMABECiaS) (CD) (The Square tatM IN Miasin 8712^_ F Norton 13 

17 001500 HX10WMEGfiRSCOTP)MsAMaitln)MsANng7 710 IQtenll 

18 213160 OUR SHADE (USA) (4) (KT day) KMvy 6 7 10 NAdnslOV 

-IBdedarad- 

(Wfinro wel^ 7S lOfo The Zianteap w(9te: fiteMna^G A Our Sredw 7B 2D. 

BETiraa: 11-2 H tate r Job m e, 01 Btehe. 13-2 thater Of P e eteia, fid. S ti pw fal. 01 Gone Sev- 
afie, 101 Sir Joey, IWce Ae Starep, 12-1 Our Shedee, 144. Gtattow Anfion, laonm lads, Stey 
Sleds, IB-1 Aebtiro Kaiwrt, Rock Smetanay, TWrer Owaato*, 20-1 etben 
1995: Brare Edge 4 9 10 Pa Edday 10030 (R Harmon) 12 rat 
FORM OKIE 

H(gh numbers wlti have the aduantaga here and MISTER JOLSON codd take the beating 
front so* 18. .My selection ran a One race bom a poor draw to fimsh a four-end-a-half- 
Jength fourth of 25 behind dead-heaters SeJgmwM and Latching at tempton on he re- 
turn, firesftng strongly to taad those on the stands’ stda.M3ter.Maan Is 9b better n with 
that winner, who was drawn 24 of the £j that day and isn’t weB poadoned in siati nine ths 
flma. MtewJoteui shouW again take care of Sir Joey, Tinker Onrastm and SaBy Stade, 
who finished behind Wm at the Sutbiay Bate. The sghtly raced CeBne, who struck farm at 
Newmariet eight days ago, is fitely to process again and has a tfxidteaw at 16- Master 
Of Parolcn ahoota be prominent on ta reappearance tom eras 15, white Gone Swage, 
another racing for the first tirne this term, seeks course and tfistance wm number five from 
a fab position at 13. Selection: kUSTER JOLSON 

IF-)a| APR1 . MAHJEN FILLIES STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 added 

3YD lm 2f Penalty Value £4^033 

1 252- AtESSANDRA Q98) (D J OwT) B Hfc8 11 RHufho«4 

2 0 AWECY(USA)(169|(KAtxUah|HCBiBll WRym2 

3 03- ANIKUANJAW(Uff)(ltaulKUK^RAtnBnng811 R Price 9 

4 43- RAAEVAtlET [USA] (2OT (Chewed Park StutfiM5nJK 8 11 RHbB 

5 2- LODUJRBI (USA) (192) (R E &n^t») P Chepjjie-Hian 8 11 I Rata 3 

6 500200 HHOSA (22) (Q StenlBg) S Dow 8 U GMBtelU 

7 5 NMRCHM (USA) (188) (Mte h Rsusti^ J Dtitap 8 11 W Croon 12 

B 0 RBIBWE{224HMraBSMti)GBtetagBU _SDroMn(3)8 

9 03-5 SDDHyDAIV»COT(AE0ffa*ianedGWage811 MHhlA 

10 AABBRMGmneCre9Ftadng)MO0ninB7 Catay Morris 7 

11 FOREST HBGHIS (Geot^ Iterri) 1*3 J Ced 8 7 BThteweeU 

12 NMMUI(USAl(raaqAFMBseteWAfarB7 ROocteanel 

13 qjOTA(KAbd*)HCed8T hrtEdflreyS 

U U4AU0IHJ(USAJIShelifiMofBrmed)DliidBr8 7 L Petted 11 


Of Fortune, 
fore ALMONQ ROCK 


J "“"..Jih a U*ro IW wuun uraaaj* ica 

ivourti up x couu y Traatsver* and topvretgnted Momeere Of Fortune 

of a recent race SefocSore ALMOk 

SANDOWN MILE (CLASS A) (Group 2) £5Q000 Rv 
added un Penalty vaue £36^05 . E 

1 — cotiET 19C(1N04 MateMfiMMata9uit)MSlDuir59GL^ Pat 

1 H^»C*S^Ca«n!CbetejylWSi!jiCl&irtB«<BO^-_Olfo 

2 *22. nHS0R«H>HH»WiraMHli«Ai!n)JBosdBn460 _r 


M Scut- 5 9 
SfitaUfOT* 
3DHfon490. 


2 oRtf»affliraoM(DJHHft«Afi9t)ieosdter 

^iaAND fflW9«wfetedCWBge430 


— Rd Eddety 8 

4B0^__flitertania 

LDMMI7 

— i mfci 


surprise if she goes in first time up but preference is tor LDIHtiORtBL From the tn-fomi 
PBtor Chapple-Hyam sobie, my selection ha? rw) only the one race to date, £oing down a 
head to Sid Far Gold In a field of 19 at Chepstow m October. She’s by Woodman out of a 
rare tioseJyrfiaiBd to Sattei'sWata- Bany Hals's JUessantite, nmner-upbBca from three 
starts last tam- behind Bint Sfectayta an her debut at Asoottn July, beaten three and a 
half lengths, and id Polar Ecbpee at Hajrtock in October but unplaced to Mans in Listed 
compary^ at Nartury in between, majr do best of' thfi^ ethos. Amecy, a stablefnata of Quo- 
tt.tanTMt&OteffutadaiDoncasiMtfotwsu^jwenBeestBtiwhileOEMGlodef'sneMf- 

cbtw Unrttoyed. a Sflrer Hawk t%. Is hatf-srster to a couple of wlnnws tndutWig me smart 
5B*r Ending and was a 140,(KKMoter purchase. Selection: LOTHLOffiBJ 


PERTH 


the second consecutive year 
yesterday. 

Denymojle is another horse 
who appreciates Pun chest own 
and he repeated his crick of 
beating Cheltenham's Stayers' 
Hurdle winner in the Tip- 
perkevin Hurdle under Mark 
Dwyer. Last year the victim was 
Dorans Pride and yesterday it 
was the Martin Pipe-trained 
Cyborgo who disappoimed. 

David Bridgwater was al- 
ready hazd at work on odds-on- 
CVborgo trying to hold off What 
A Question as Denymoyle 
cruised up at the second lasL 
The Michael Cunningham- 
trained winner bear What A 
Question by two and a half 
lengths with Minella Gold com- 
ing from off the pace to run Cy- 
borgo out of third place. Hie 
winner and Cyborgo are to be 
sent novice chasing next season. 

Richard Dunvroody got off 
the mark for the week when 
working hard to keep Ventana 
Canyon a short -head in front of 
Double Symphony in the novice 
chase, while Tony McCoy rode 
a treble on Mayasta, Shaunies 
Lady and Have To Think. 

4.10: DARTER, who developed into jj 
a smart juvenile over timber Ustwin- U 
ter and might have gone dose in the | 
Triumph Hurdle but for his eariy de- jj 
partore, rerurns to the Flat and can n 
exploit a lenient handicap mark. He jj 
Majs wdL Speed To LcmI, who ran 8 
well at the Craven meeting should | 
be finer now and looks the danger. R 
Folkestone winner Toy Princess K 
has more to do here while Rea- 1 
ganesque was a big disappointment 8 
at bkrttmgham. 1 


CARLISLE 


HYPERION 

Z10 A Jab 2L45 SAGEBRUSH ROLLER (nap) 3JL5 
Nlgmwiiikaso Go With The Wind 420 Mgwar 
AS5 Heathyards Mage (nb) 52S Polst 

GOING: Good to Soft. 

STALLS^ Inside nrefx Jm-tf iouidde). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hlph from 7f ro Invtr. 


8 R0rig4nnd umfrilounfi coumt-. 

Came io on ihe nouthem ouuJaru or um. 4m W of Junction 
■12 oTM6. Carlisle sution 2m. ADMISSION; Club £12 (OAPb ft 
urato-2 ls£0); Taneisalk £0 (QAft ft ureler-2 ls£3). CAR PARK: 
£3 on raOs: remainder free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Thomumn Estate (230 Y, Heath- 
yards Magkt 1 t-5o): Strulnorr Dream (insured) (5 .25). 
WINNERS IN IHE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Mahtadl [3301 has been sera 362 
mte by J Dnnlopftoro Anmdel. WSusacx. 

19 tf|i BUZZARD MARTEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
l ^~ LU l £4^550 added ZYD5f 

1 BU2WG CASHEW GMTuwr 90 T Spate 6 

2 3 EXITTt) RIO (CAN) (8) tesJ fcmsdai 90 K FNke 7 

3 GRATE TMESEWbvma 90 IRatuneS 

4 MGHSnBBSTE4SBby90 MBktel 

5 2 JMJABN) DMcriofls90 . J M rettw » 4 

5 0 HtEK BLUE (34) RHahngnUBO Fljnte(6)6 

7 KU.BDBOT MWBetuitaySG GFnVta(5)2 

8 RECONDOEM Charon 90 KDartvy 9 

9 2DtBACThtfimn90 Doanlldteow 8 

-Bdcetemf- 

BEnmtk 5-t E»H 7b Rta, 7-2 RacMdta, 7-1 JB> Jab, B-l Hftjb Spirt*, 
10-1 BUztag Castia, lfi-1 Grata Time*, Mi End Buy, 20-1 otbaa 

9 A cl KESTREL CLAWWG STAKES (CLASS F) 
**^*1 (DTV I) £2350 added 7f 

1 Qfi- OE-VEERB CUfiHlE (310) R Feta 4 92 KM«4 

2 420003 SACQR1ISH R0I1B1 (18) (0) J WVlfcSE 0 9 1_N Ctmoitao 2 

3 113020 PROUD MAGE (OTP) A Jaw 4 8 13 1 Tate 9 V 

4 320556 6ENE9S FOUR (38) Ms L StiAbs B 8 7 I Fbrtum 5 8 

5 CW20SQ NjHB.KMB(22)(CD)EMStgn&85 MHWm» 

6 0450-50 HAHBORO (U) P) I Betid 4 8 3 TMamal 

7 005500 T0P8DVEAP0tW(23)J J 0T*2fi4 83 JkltiltacAeOMO 78 


8 660000 SA11YDREAUT COT WSWty 5B2. 


— IFtentagS 
NCaribta6 


9 00 TNHUSHMR)a0 (352) N CnateariH 4 6 1 NCaMa6 

-Gdateoad- 

BEfTHta 2-1 sagterate Rgflar, 9-4 Prtrt teafla, 7-1 DteVares Crerie, 
Rantara, B-l ItateBBi King, 10-1 1b Praw A Potal, lfi-1 ottaia 

|9i R| GOLDEN EAGLE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£5400 added lm 

1 200003- SUE’S RETURN &97) A lavs 4 100 1 Tata 2 

2 13UH5 NKKTWfft (33) [tfl D fficflOB4 9 11 Mex£MMs9 

3 425600 PERCY BRAtnfWMlE (18) M iorinsmn 4 9 11 IWtererS 

4 102340- KBNOSABDpS0)(D)Cftaher4BB Fljoeb(5]10 

5 550000 BOLD AMLWORTIT (til) (D) W Curoflani 6 9 7 

Deao Mftei wvi 8 

6 216006- 1ERniMClS7){D)M wane 496 IFarttarell 

7 10001-0 BEST OF All (OT OT I Beny 4 9 4 ICamfifi 

8 5U3040 SGQALA (9) (D) J J OTveR 591 KDrtoy5 

9 433-5 M0niIlp2)GWte®4gi PRaUnan 4 

10 21246-2 ITS ACADEME (29) Ms J Ransden 4 9 0 KRdooT 

U 100000 5PAMSHVBKHCrp0)gS)0Srt«r9B12-CTaa»a(qX 

-Udaetared- 

BETTVK: 04 IT i Academic, 4-1 MpriVAte, 5-1 Mtert.B-1 Percy Braiilv- 
vitas Sue s Retin, 12-1 Beat Of Afl, 14-1 ratwre 

io cni merun handicap (class d> esaoo 

added 3Y0 lm 4f 

1 04(0-1 MnmDI (16) J (Moo 0 7 KDrtayU 


TAUNTON 


- Ms IVI1 -re - wre ra l - -ij-. -•? j. ’■ ; .*■ y 

HYPERION 

5.30 Take A Flyer 6.00 Jurz 6.30 Handson 
700 Court Melody 730 Solatium 830 Rel- 
atlve Chance 

GOING: Good (Good u> Soft in plaoca). 

■ Bight-hand course. Run-01 of IGQrds. 

■ Course is S of town an B3I70. Tmuuan station 2m. ADMS- 
filON: UcznbosS) 1 ; Padriote 38.50; Centre of Comw £4. CAR 
PARK: Centre of course £3; remainder free. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lnvboster (6.30): MtlbrarTtfcw 
ivteored) |6J0 )j Log ie (v teared) ( 7U0). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Jure (8.00) non uBan- 
gpc on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Ja^nitli (6.00) ft Tapestry Rose 
(7130) sere 162 miles by J Ftmhon from Tetecombe ^ Sussei. 

I c qn| MOTORWW SELLJN® HANDICAP HURDLE 
1 J,,W 1 (CLASS G) £2,450 added 2m 3f UOyds 

1 DP0064 town (OT M Poe 5 12 0 DBridpnMrV 

2 13F-00 juNcnMnnnirnin(23)CBRBd6nB — wuvstaa 

3 0W)1 T«<EAFl*HU2n)RtottK6U5 T Dmaatae (3) B 

I 4 1523GP OQT (OT B Lfceeftn 4 10 13 MrJLlteMfijn 

5 5400P BRIDES PWE (OT G Hare 5 10 13 SBmugh 

6 G23F56 MStBtBUHE08)MBAHart*rvFBtey6101£JHa0nCq 

7 008246 UBBANUUrtOTRHn&sGlDlD I Haris (7) B 

8 2-COPPO HWMC C5«WW (34) M M PH* 5 10 ID —0 Bum» (7) B 

9 Ol-CPOO CLASSK BAAGE (23) H ManrtiS 6 10 9 AOnafiRgG} 

10 P5RH33 COEUI BKinNr (OT B Baber 6 10 B BFoaril 

11 3F00 TUDOR HJGHT (18) A ftatcomtlB 5 10 3 A P McCoy 

12 P60U80 VBIONOFUair(2a)HOha6U)3 bcqriOfiwr 

13 440P0 lAMOTSfER (37) Mis R Herebssan 4 ID 3 — D Stater (5) B 

14 R5P-0PP SMR.Y A SBQtja. (37) C tacKon 5 10 2 WHnqttays 

15 OQPOO SCZDMffi(OTJMBratlEy6100 B Ftntoc (3} 

16 04P-P2F Hm«S JOT (IS) Aha CC aca 6100 ILmranoa 

Mhfawn Netcrt: 10st Tnia h^be SrannfrSsrOTtt FatiwUJoyBaiDO. 
BETTM& 4-1 CoeaBattaL 02 trite A FVer, E-lMaUr, 7-lHda Whs. 
UM Ottr, inaction TSaotybro, Trtor Ffiffit, Ifidotfiare 

lennt HUSBANDS CHALLBIGE CUP NOVICE 
Lzl"ZlJ CHASE (CLASS E3 £4^200 added 2m 3f 

1 lll-Ull JURZ (6) (OR Hedges 8 12 4 TDascntae(3) 

2 3-0UP21 DR1MCU1BI(OT K Barter 7 11 11 WHefWnd 

3 150313 WW5PtrCOTCBf)R<tar611ia APUeQq 

4 SP2243 ABAVARO (2S) R Frast 7 11 4 I Frost 

5 PP-P CHUtAWl(44)MeIUBs8114 U-RMRs 

6 OOU35S HASHAR(37)PWe0iamBll4 T Bey B 

7 perm jnsMnHWjftutaiiouJ pcmfod) 

8 420PO5 JH«. FREQ (15) A Bancw & 11 4 SBron^t 

9 00043- MUIIM.MaaSSC375)NHBtiesDnS114JfrCV|pHn 

10 F6U606 nmtrs EBJGHT (OT & Bswctiti 8 11 4 RGrem 

11 4/42P0 DANIEL DEU8HT POT P Jones 8 10 13 HMntea 

12 O&FfFP STRAITOW FUfEB ( 35) H Ho we 6 10 13 BPbmG 

BEITBIftAGJteii 4-1 DtnnurilBa, 6-1 Abavart, 7-1 Wfosplt, 8-1 Mate- 
ta Manlea, lfi-1 DanteH DtaUbt, 20-1 atnars 


Dascoatea (3) 

■wucrwnd 

A P UcCoy 

1 Fata 

M-RWfe 

T Bey B 

PCnrafor(7) 


“OAl MEUDW MAN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
F) £2350 added 2m If 

416131 lWftSfllPrtOTCB) uphill 10 — : DBAfeafor 

F26FP5 CASPIAN BELUGA (OTSKn^t 8 11 5 ^UptOO 

264534 MWBOORWOOZIOT J&steyt 115 JAGoeteyV 

56234-P wu. JANES (309) C Bare 10 U4 MrPHorieyRB 

532M0 DC0IBtllORCia)mJJoswh6113 DSfoma 

6QF645 ELQWGXICOTfffl riCumii0am-aKvm6il3_wi*nBo 

K3O0OQ Ma weraa(tnjteng ioii3 .tws 

332150 D0raOTESSnRDlWBt(37)g^Cfti(riari6111ADaaB)rffl 


AriSJ 

sport 


HYPERION 

j 220 Marchant Ming 2S5 Rdl^to 3J25 AstbitaB 
4DO f-tighbank 430 Betty^ Boy 500 Ardarroch 
Prfaice 5v30 Northern FUsHfer 

GOING: Soft. ” " " ~ “ 

■ Bight-hand courae with sharp turns. Kun-fn 280yd. 

■ Course ta In Scone Pbbee Pk. “tin N of u>wn on AM. ftmh «. 
don (mvter Inn Dundee! 4m. ADMISSION: McmbcraSI2:Ta- 
ureabft PBddockSriCUPhftdtitadcdS-l); Course £2. CARPARK: 
£0 far ptcnic area, tnchvfrng maximum of 4 adults, rest free. 


BUNKEBSD FIRST TIME: OTtate Dtamnwt 14.30). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Kane. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Betty# Bay (4 .30)4 Freao IT. JO) 
sent 4] lm bj K Bliley born Lamboum. Bote; Bfnn End (15C) ft 
Ca8emUkDaa(SJ)0)seM 367m bsrJEdwanfa Iron SeSacfc, HTonta. 

lo'oftl KLITOWN PROPERTY CO NOVICE HUR- 
\ r m * x , U DLE (CLASS D) £4000 4YD 2m 110yds 
1 15411 DGCUnVE DESIGN (SB) 0D) Ms M Reretsy U 7 — J* l>« 

3 4115 IMRDUNT MiG (29) P) M Hamnanti 11 7 __JI Grttty 

3 JUPQ nST8ffE (B7) T Dyef 10 12 ADoUta 

4 C34 THYPH (OT U ftenmona 10 7 firetaterfl 

BEIIMB: 20-U EoKadve Dealte. fi-4 Hatcbata tent fi-1 ltlta*. 204. 
FfeatBNa 

jo eel CAMPBELL, BOATH SELLING HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £4^000 2m 4f 110yds 

1 442315 miOTG0manPMare*m7U0 gcmm 

2 P-C31T4 JOMWE (OT Ms M feveby 7 11 10 C McOmmaGfe (8) 

3 503445 THE LAUGWiG LORD (2) (Q Mss Lftcsel 10 11 6-FLetay 

4 L32FPP EXPUWE liOMML (8) TDve>5 116 AUnOaaMV 

3 KF tOF naffit COUNTY (105) IBartaylO 1011 ECaBs^re 

6 513* EA5BY HOPES (U7G) M Barnes 10 10 10 AVM(5) 

7 034740 OOPPERHURST IS) (D) Wherep 5 10 7 Sltewnbg) 

8 0073% BMRSE»(4DJEcwacs7104. BHatkg 

9 533033 HMDEBA1ESPRMCSS (113) B EBoon 5 10 ON Honaeka S 

i 13 55G45 SCHOOL OF SOBCE (97) T) Mdtffcr b 10 0_S IMnne (9 

11 551635 HftUDWN BUIES (34) (C) I Ojei 7 10 0 RMcGntt(3) 

12 C540 SYLVAN C&EBRADON (48) J Gotte 5 ID 0 D Pater 

13 4330C6 OOtUr PRKES (11) N 5md) 11 10 0 ___Stfotor(3) 

-13 Declared - 

'-innvri IBsl Traa Wnficap •ratfns: Scnool Of Science 3 KHonn 

Sues Sk *3j. osh Prices 9a 

BEITM0E 3-1 Rteagte, 7-2 team, U-2 RMre EM, 7-1 The Uatfriag 
tort. 01 Coppertmt, 10-1 HBUdmb Bbm, 14-1 otbaa 

Iqoel SUN UFE OF CANADA HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £12j000 3m 

1 S13ii RVBE1GH BIADS (20) (CO) tte: L bad 9 11 ULAltanten 

2 P1-21U: Ca3MBOT(35)OTM:Jikaete9al0U8JBdflrtBBeta 

3 4F64FP FRONT L9S (55) J J CTNed 9 11 1 PCariteay B 

4 22011 NK*(n(DJ GROWS 6111(43) KOotUoB 


5 06U32P 10105 — Rtatepte 

6 F3'5632 AS1WSS (FH) (11)111) J FicGarata 8 10 5 MDvpr 

-Bdedarad- 

, BETTING: S3 NUa, 11-4 FvtaaHb MA 01 Asllagfc SJ. Oateta Boy, 
10-1 Bore Dsop, 14-1 Front Ltee 

iArtn l GLOBAL marine novice handicap 

4 - W l HURDLE (CLASS D> £5^000 2m UOyds 

1 212205 STASH THE CASH (3 TO T Djer 5 11 10 - — 8 teftaSi (7) 

2 311441 W6HBAWtQ8 | W Ma M ItaveWr^ ^ ( - 

3 146422 CURR0irSPffiCHI2)(t8I&aHt»5UO 

4 61060* MAKOMMI«CO(n(mTD|teB105 *j **"(T> 

5 RDMS4 MMKVOT)MB3B»6U>4_^->- "f I 

6 26CP-11 Q kPWK^ttWWH^ 7 ^2. ; ___~eator^B | 

7 144*00 PEGGY GORDON (2S Ms D Thomson 5 10 D_CAkQ*»riiP) 

B 3fl0 B0HZCT(OTlFg geBM71 00 ^Flataijrp) 

tWniD.' J05t Trie tewfiao 

BETnHGs6-4HbJNteA4-lCnn«reSpaaefc,fi , l-StMhJMGatai t Inak- 

nlm, 7-1 Ktnof, 12-1 Mara lfa»titai, Borotir, 2M taterts 

| A O Ol ERNST & YOUNG NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
O £84)00 2m 4f 130yds 

1 13P-12* BETTTS BOY |44) K Bterr 7 11 12 — 

2 11F244 HmseVBKIWNNBSCOTIPIMaiaBVtiTll. lg — ^ 

. A iDoanao 

3 tans! ROCHET RIM (2) (D) Mss L ftasseS 8 11 12 AltendM 

4 31P232 EAST HOUSTON (2)JJ0T«7U 7 L*d*f 

5 04223 WlffTEPUMOroUll (BF) Mas LFtasseB B 113JI Faster V 

-Gdaetaretf- 

BETIWG: 011 Betty's Boy. 4-1 Rocfcte Ite, 5-1 rUljuiKtichannefa, 0 
1 Eaat I human, 16-1 IWto Dtenmd 

lennl tom dyer national hunt flat race 
l ;xuv l (CLASS H) (DIV I) £3,000 2m 130yds 

1 1-15 AGBIMBW (44) ) FnGatad 511 12 “»*>» 

2 62 «nWM0CKFRMCE(3a)(BF)MsUftatev5U2J>M«M 

3 2-53 CAULBOriSH GIAN (1OT -I Edvenb 6 U 2 PCmfieny 

4 0 CauBHT 4T LAST (B) J Hatane S 11 2 BStarejr 

5 0 BBe«rOFRISK(43)WCun^Sn>6112, N Suren 

6 0 PMAR ECHO (38) LLyngJ 5 112_ Mfttaer 

7 HOUSBOPEeROQKGWri&SlOU MrMWwm 

8 GALLANT MAJOR M Bame 4 10 10 PWtaOOT 

9 GAME DRIVE K * 10 10„ ASSoreh 

10 HUOMWIY LAO J He«!3% * 10 10 - — .Ttert 

-lOdKtarad- 

BETregc 7-4 Artatnx* Pite>, 15-3 AfiatenaL 6-1 C aiwi il^ Ot», 7-1 
Gam Drive, U-l Ptar Echo, Hadaaay lari, 20-1 tatere 

fconl TOM DYER NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) (DIV HI £3flQ0 2m UOyds 

1 FRENO K Bate 5 11 2 - — RP roroody 

2 HYDRO M Hbremond 5 11 2 _ — 

3 005 UfiEBUOT (UJ J Turns'' 5 11 2 WRjr 

4 0 SPECTRE (U) J tt"*r 5 11 -B Storey 

5 0 GBOM.CMreAENTp9))H*itt61Cll ADtaMa 

6 OO WMt PET (OT R MCtiaAar 6 10 11 OPartterR 

7 0 HURTS SURPRISE (34) T Djk 6 10 11 *Urton(7) 

a 4 NORndN FUSHJER (B2j J M Jaflanon 4 10 10 — hi Iteym 

9 02 TIE SHARROW LEGEND (51) D Eddy 4 10 10 BHanteg 

—9 

BETONG: 5-2 Northacn Fustier, 11-4 Ftnao, 4-1 D» Sbroow legend, 11- 
3 Hydro, 10-1 Rtab*s Surprise; 12-1 fflftfa’a Fat 14-1 ottwra 


2 3052-25 SK ClEIDtS (36) J FuCreald B 11 KMoal2 

3 0432-12 JACKSON PARK B (D) ( Eas&fiyS 10 MBfc*3 

4 00-4 GDWn)1HEMND{OTtaBel89 MFeetoott 

5 000-131 SBGE PBMDIiS (OT (B) S VWSams 8 B IttaalS 

6 202003- SHOE APPROVAL 081) A Jans B B Mtena2 

7 S35- DABIA CLTO J Betid 8 4 P MbkteM B 

8 103244 THONNTOlff ESTOE(Z3) (BF) MAVn&xi S3-~.. 

Sean McXUMt 13 S 

9 006-0 HARSAMStOTMCarecInai ACtamoekS 

10 000-02 GOGDPOWHHWNffiBPDBQfcDnai NRaatedpl 

11 0000 FORflCpS) P Caber 7 13 N Vrtey (3) 11 

12 ISA PANMMBVEPl)Uiatnaon7l2 .TNtea? 

13 00000 GBBHL GLOW (OT N BBcntat 7 10 DtttfcMPlB 

14 OOOfiO QllET MOMENTS (18) P Mupty 7 10 NCMMaM 

15 0-536 OflDAINB) (OT E Alston 7 10 Pftesey(5)4 

-15dadared- 

AfttaiMniwtifiC TetlOb. nueruntaavm(pifiGenertaaiMr7ti9Bt0uf- 
« Atameno ft OrrUneti 7a 6ta 

HEnv«t T-* tautetal. 9-2 Jactaon Parti, B-l Sh Ctete, Stage PMtaua, 
lfi-1 GaGo-Powarftaager, 13-1 Go tMth Tim Wind, OT1 otiws 

Toni SPARROW HAWK MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5400 added 3YO lm 4f 

1 2 AW4ASCtaL(22)MQanon90„. J Fortune 4 

2 IA11AN5M Johnson 90 -- - - JWeavnrO 

3 05-2 NKMMRpB) LQmanBO KOartayl 

4 3 NORDIC HERO P3) A Jam 90 I Tate 6 

5 RESPECRNGDenpiSiMtiDO KMoaB 

6 CU)SSCOOIl£ENSMtm89 AfAadoy 8 

7 0 GftDORAN SOUND P78) I EasMbyS 9 HBkd>7 

0 0 1ROKA (OT J Seny S 9 Iten02 

-Bdectarad- 

BEntata: 4-5 HROTar, 5-1 lOTaw, 6-1 Ahm Sated, 10-1 Nanflc Haro, 12- 

1 GBdorrt Send. 14-1 Trtftft IB-1 othera 

A EC KESTREL CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
^^”1 (DIV B) £2^50 added 7f 

1 360300 TCETTETOO (7) A Hanson 4 9 7 AHactayB 

2 550400 PA1ACSBA1ET0UCHCOT (D) J9eny6 91 ICanel4B 

3 052204 AniESAVW(OTMsLSUbs589 IFottimSB 

4 43)002 HEAlHtARDS MASK (23) M Dodv 4 89 K Dariny 28 j 

5 360460 TMWAAB (25) F Wflatan 4 8 9-.^.. J4 Fmtten7 

6 5400 KASHANA(9)WSanr4S6 IfteatagB 

7 2400 BRAMBLES WAY (30) WBartoi 7 83 LChamekSV 

S 250000 OHNONDneAM(qBMttiiV4 90 TWamal 

-8 declared - 

BEJTOG: 04 KMtkyanta Hartc, 3-1 Ptaacaffte Tore*. *2 TaeTaa too, 
6-1 Katanaa, 8-1 AI Tbe Sawr, Ofmonotagata, 10-1 oteare 

IE OKI PEREGRINE FALCON HANDICAP (CLASS 
L±=J F) £3,450 added 6f 

1 230000- SUPBOTfoDe^mMGMHevdeytlOD — KOrteyB 

2 000-303 BARAIO (4) (D) (BR Ms. J RBnrten 5 10 0 — K Felon 15 V 

3 060-334 PEIItACO (3) QI) (BF) N Snob 8 9 12 SDIWaanlA 

4 466413 JMAWBOTtSniDHBfiPMepteTBB MFH*dbU 

5 000000 RICH GUW (OT N Bycroft 5 9 8 PRaNnm4 

6 100500 De68ai(OTiqm0an)6Snni290 JWaam-7 

7 442030 NOIfflfilN SPARK (U) (C CQ Mss L FtaOl 8 B 11-J Care! 8 

B 000-111 RBT(17)(D)MWEastari)r4 88 G Part* H 13 

9 000044 SONDBBSE (22) (D) NTW4W 7B 7 ITtatnelO 

ID 24(000 HENRY IHE IMMIK £38) M Doda 5 86 CIaieH(5)U 

11 005000 MFARRK tOT OT G OtanMl 8 B 5 — Jteaa HcKeoan 12 V 

12 065060 HMJSMMKJRtOTEPfcBn5e3 JTtaa*el7 

13 653105 BOLD AreSTOOUT (17) (D) R Utarariegtl 5 8 3_F 4«ri 5 

U 060460- RAfiAZZDt2OTJWtanK0u671O LCtanock2B 

15 600003 Uf«OMANCOTOTJL&e7 710 DWW(3)BB 

15 000000 SnumiOREDffiUICll)MHLFatett5 710 

-PFessarOTIV 

17 000806 BtWCUniC OTANGE (71) D Ctetinan 4 7 10 Jl Ktaaeiftr 1 
-17dadtnd- 

Mteiun ndgi: 7sf 20B>. True tanrfcqp velgxs: Rqgasc 1 Sfc3 9ft. Langat- 
(an & Stiatime (team 79 9b, Saaeflfo Sfan# 7 it 
BET7M& 6-2 Bento. 9-2 Foist, 7-1 Petraco. 61 Sapeipride, lfi-1 Jig- 
aa> Boy. 12-1 Soateita. M-l Daaritea. lfi-1 ottwra 


10 OOCm SEVERN GALE (OT P MtilOta 6 11 0 __A P MoCov 

11 321464 GIMMKER (ITfl B UnroApi 7 11 0 Hr J LUeaaUHi 

12 381MF WESTtWBO (20| 0 OTM U U 0 OHoBteOT 

13 5230M BAIC80N (13) (CO) B R M*man 4 10 13 D Stater (3) 

14 054513 PBBSll3ffGtffHCU}|OTRIta£5 6 ID 10 JDteGOtabe (3) 

15 4KPM DUKE OF DREAMS (IQ (D) R Briar 6 10 7 — B Pmrel 
15 000-240 FWUREGROVE(llfi)MaHKngff6105_eFB]itei(5} 

_ jg dtodsMSd - 

BEfTOGc 4-1 Tony* out, 9-2 Sevraii Gtae, 61 Dnnttnatartfinear. 61 
Ctattat Btan, HMfoaor Ybfmz, 12-1 Kanrfeoa. 14-1 ottwra 

7AQ1 SOMERSET NUFFIELD HOSPITAL HAND- 
KJAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 3m 

1 302134- CHAItretfi GAE (3S3) Ifcs VVRttara 12 11 11 RDnta 

2 242UF COURrtB00Y(27)(mmPI«tiafo6UUJIPMcCmB 

Td-inn jrT»MnumTmute.k.n.« ... . 


510033 CHBBSBOTVIOTPMMBaleyTllO— BFtetaiOJV 




I nuill AX/ AAV JiNCBIIMIIBmB 

S MABHBAGH(37)OTNTraaai>Oaees 10 119.X Maata 

1 JS^ Fi (BW5 A BUCK (6)0)0 B»ntil 13 11 6 -IRP Henley (5) B 

8 HOMCSAM3BI PCJ Pftscriens 10 ID 7, DGaBegtet 

9 31SW A«lATSWDfi£(2t5(Ctft»toJScrMre^l_ao_IlZ 

5 W ICO) A Baifrte 12 ID o — ^BftralreB 

U 3S2654 FKUBIDOWira (311 GBaUM 9100 BteteBV 

12 33QP34 amo SHARP in m n 

13 342422 E«*«R« (OT M R lOlDO-TDraerota (3) 

— J3 _ 

>e(fflc Ida TlUB fantacqp welgiKLVrmn flu 9a 13&, Fatter 
ftOTefot SA, tetter Shop 99 3taL Bcntag lte*i fist 138 l 
ranm 7-2 Covt Mabdy, 61 QUa O«ataa0i l 6-1 Owa A Buck, Mu- 
totaftata, 7-1 Art Of PMaaant, 61 Cbnaak Gate, 10-1 often 

730 A®**™ CATERING MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m If 

1 0CP2-2 flHMDON (1B2) Ate LTarta 7 11 6 lAMcCertiy 

2 JOWS IQ11£ TOM P RodfKI 5 11 6 SBskxsIi 

3 430P4 MAKfii (35) N Tweain-Danes 6 11 6 rJ wta 

4 WatFESmW.R^^6116 __Bftiw eB 

6 1-222B STOGM MM (50) (BF) P ffcnols 6 11 6 APMeCov 

7 4 VM1AHT QOT T Film 5 U 6 l*PHtefey(5) 

B 42360 ^OA«ERJm«(OT(WRFtas6111-rjfinta 

9 . U P CTTOCR MONKEY (29) C ftphan 6 U 1^-T Dneccmbo (3) 

10 0 WSIW«*8E(2BliPft*n5111 PCmAeyd) 

11 3 BLASIQ) (42) G Tterwr 4 11 0 Ctere Tbonar (7) 

12 P UXiM (37) 0 Gandcrio 4 U 0 D Ford (3) V 

13 62230 S OtAIBJAl (45) M ftpe4 110 ^JDBtaterter 

14 RUPERTS PBMCESS H Haynes 4 109_— ___G IMn 

>UMata- 

BEnHG:64SaMai,62ShniBBa,51lltariar l 61VUari,30 1 lBtata- 

cd, 12-1 Coom Oaoea Mm Ma. 161 athara 

(gj^Ql CONFBTENCEC9ITREAMAIBJRSNQWTCE 
1— -— ■ ) HCAP HOLE (CLASS F)£2jB50 2m 3fU0yd 

1 301114 BUERAVEN(23)Pt*tts5U12 IfrjCnrtriflam 

2 430011 GySART (U) M P?e T 11 10 (7ev) ttAFMft B 

3 14P43 Bt£SSa>0UY3f(OT NIvetiW-OaviesBllS-. 

i WNBEOT(OTTNw5illL.'— ■...!!!^ | 

5 3-50F56 5aMAB«(iaJBhatis7111 MrCMsn(B , 

® ^f 555 C MWW -Mf 157) JEBwaOS 7110 ...k— H rHBevtag) I 

I SSS ^SS WWOT ® aF > RBS *» 51010JfcRB, «*n) 

f UTOOO OTUONECHANCE(OTJKtig7106 lfrJRus(7) 

9 00DB53 COI»UlMlB«ap5103 Mr P Brett m 

« ®WPP9«(OTHOiwr7102 MrNKQIverfil 

« IS "2i|fW»«P»Lte«k5101 IttJGmttrQ 

13 600262 FOTMWWOtOTtBBNTrostarvOa^alOO 

— — )|[ [ J|p J «i ft 

14 OSPSUP ARCDCR0W(18) N rtargon U 100__HrS Dfeta (7) 8 

-Mdaetarrt- 

BEnwe M Gysart, 4-1 Wjrabwft 61BtassadaBva.6lCwSnailbiie, 
161 Baa Ravea, Spirit Level, 32-1 others 
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CHALLENGE CUP COUNTDOWN: Nickle, Loughlin and Dwyer aim to make St Helens rue their departure, says Dave Hadfield 

Bradford Three revel in new-found freedom 


iSII K ill'll 

M.! iiN-.IK:-: i: 


When Paul 

1 Loughlin re- 
turned to 
Knows tey Road 
a couple of 
weeks ago. he 
walked instinctively into the 
home changing-room. 

it wa> an understandable 
mistake. Loughlin. a Saint for L2 
years and more, had never ex- 
pected to go back to the ground 
as a member of the opposition. 

Nor had Bernard Dwyer, an- 
other one-dub man who had 
been there almost as long. Nor 
had Sonny Nickle - a more re- 
cent signing, but one who also 
assumed that he would be stay- 
ing at St Helens tor the fore- 
seeable future. 

But one afternoon in No- 
vember. all three were told that 
thev were Saints no more. Brad- 
ford wanted them in part- 


exchange for Pani Newlove in 
the world's biggest transfer deaL 

“We could have refused, but 
it was made pretty dear to us 
that there was not much future 
for us at the club if we did, 7 ’ says 
Loughlin. 

Excited as they were with 
such an acquisition, the price in 
departed favourites was too 
much for some St Helens sup- 
porters; it would not have been 
a surprise to see banners at the 
next match reading; "Free the 
Bradford Three". 

As for the players them- 
selves, they sat grim- faced at 
their welcoming press confer- 
ence at Odsal, like kids who had 
been enjoying themselves play- 
ing out and had been dragged 
off to visit a particularly toe- 
some maiden aunt instead. 

“It wasn’t what any of us had 
in mind.*' Dwyer said. “But 


arly chance 
to catch up 
•n Sri Lanka 


Derek Pringle considers the new-look 
Benson and Hedges Cup, starting today 


Tlie start of today's round of 
Benson and Hedges zonal 
matches sees the introduction 
of a new format that mirrors the 
one used in the recent World 
Cup. If the chairman of selec- 
tors. Ray Illingworth, really 
wants to show that he is not the 
cricketing fossil many suspect, 
the hunt for England's Sanath 
jjtasuriya. Sri Lanka's explosive 
pinch hitter, must start too. 

Trimmed to 50 overs per 
side, and with fielding restric- 
tions in place tor the first 15 
mens - when only two fielders 
are allowed outside the 30 yard 
circle - the new-look competi- 
tion ought to enliven tactics and. 
especially in the wake of Sri 
Lanka's "bold approach, offer 
fresh challenges to batsmen 
and bowlers alike. 

By winning the World Cup, 
Sri Lanka showed just what can 
be achieved by batsmen pre- 
pared to keep taking risks. 
Their performance gave many 
the impression that this was a 
new form of the one-day game 
when in fact it has been’played 
by England in Australia ever 
since 19S2. and the Sunday 
League flirted with its charms 
a few seasons ago. 

In fact almost a decade before 
his ambition to be a selector Ian 
Botham carved himself a niche 


as a peerless pinch hitler for Eng- 
land, when he flayed many an 
opening bowler during the Perth 
Challenge and World Scries of 
19S6-S7. With this summer's six 
one-day internationals being 
played under the same rules, the 
experiments must start soon. 

What the latest changes have 
done is to revolutionise the 
start of an innings, which con- 
ventionally - at least in England 
- was used to build a solid 
foundation for the frenzied 
thrash of the final 10 overs. 
What the more audacious sides 
have done, is turn the game on 
its bead, making exceptional 
scores of 270 or more seem com- 
monplace by bookending the in- 
nings with ferocious hitting. 

What Illingworth and his se- 
lectors must do is encourage bats- 
men like Alistair Brown and 
Adam Hollioke of Surrey, who 
play Hampshire at the Oval to 
use the formidable striking skills 
up the order and use them for 
England. It s a role in which Not- 
tinghamshire's Raul Johnson has 
regularly excelled, and one which 
judging by his continued non-se- 
lection for his country, one of 
which the selectors have been ter- 
minally unaware. 

However, whether or not the 
same kind of scores are possi- 
ble on English pitches, which 
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Sonny Nickle (left), Paul Loughlin and Bernard Dwyer (right) 


we re professionals. Things hap- 
pen and you have to make the 
best of them. 7 ' 

AH three have done rather 
better than that, Loughlin re- 
. capturing some of the form 
that made him Great Britain's 
regular centre in the late 80s and 
early 90s and Dwyer and Nick- 
le adding quality to the Brad- 
ford pack. 

“The difference is that we feel 
wanted here.” says Dwyer, an- 


other to benefit from the change 
of scene once he got used to the 
extent of that change. 

“It was haywire at first." he 
says. “Every lime you cam c to 
training there were another 
couple of new players there. The 
remarkable thing is how well it 
has all come together now." 

Nickle. a Yorkshire man but 
one who still lives in St Helens 
and travels over with the rest of 
the contingent from the town. 


is well placed to assess attitudes 
there. “I don't think people 
there were right pleased about 
the way we left - the way it was 
done," he say?. "I think a lot of 
them are just pleased that Brad- 
ford are at Wembley, because 
that means that the three lads 
who left are there.” 

There is, says Dwyer, an- 
other reason why Saints' sup- 
porters are happy for them to 
be at Wembley. “The people in 
St Helens think they’ve got the ■ 
cup already. All the pressure is 
on them, while we’re going 
there under no pressure what- 
soever." 

Although all three players 
claim that they will treat Saints 
like any other opposing side, 
there is bound to be some ex- 
tra frisson for them on Satur- 
day: some sense of having 
something to prove. 


All three have the ability to 
make their old club regret dis- 
carding them. "I wish I could 
do more deals like the one that 
brought them here," says their 
coach at Bradford, Brian 
S mith. 

Nickle. provided he keeps his 
head, can do considerable dam- 
age down the right-hand side of 
the pitch, balancing the de- 
structive work of Jeremy Do- 
nougher on the lefL “Between 
us, we can be a handful" he 
says. 

Dwyer, one of just a handful 
of players in the match with pre- 
vious Wembley experience, has 
been given a crucial role at 
hooker, with Smith reasoning 
Lhai his know-how will be more 
valuable than Jason Donohue's 
sprightly pace. 

But the real Wembley spe- 
cialist is Loughlin, one of the 


few players in the history of Ok 
game with three lose? medate- 
from defeats there with S 

lens in 1987, 1989 and Wl- 

Tve got enough losers 

medals,” he says, 

them melted down to make a 

couple of rings. Butttwouldbe 

pretty ironic if, after I § 
Saints, I finally got a wnuiere 

“provided be 
right dressing-room at " e 
ley, a revitalised Lough » 
feeding off a wide-running 
second row like DonWeJ * 
could do Saints as much harm 
as he did Leeds in the semi-n- 

nal. ... - 

An unlucky player with in- 
juries as well as cup unais, 
there might even be a tew peo- 
ple in St Helens who would not 
begrudge him a change ot tor 
tune this time. 
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Worcestershire's Graeme Hick gets in some net practice at New Road before today's opening game of the season 


are not quite so dismissive of 
seam bowlers as their India 
and Pakistan counterparts re- 
mains to be seen, although the 
limitation to five fielders on the 
leg-side, will hinder the at- 
tempts of off-spin bowlers to 
keep the runs down by firing the 
ball at leg-stump. 

A fired-up Phillip De Freitas 
is what Derbyshire hope they 


will see against Durham at 
Chesterfield. The World Cup 
all-rounder missed the opening 
first-class fixture at Fenner’s fol- 
lowing an elbow operation but 
is now fit to form a three- 
pronged pace attack alongside 
his England colleagues Devon 
Malcolm and Dominic Cork. 

England hopeful Richard 
Johnson is included in the Mid- 


dlesex side to face Somerset at 
Lord's after recovering from a 
shoulder strain. 

Worcestershire's former Eng- 
land paceman Phil Newport is 
likely to miss the whole of the 
county's zonal programme be- 
cause of a back injury sustained 
during a pre-season tour of 
Barbados. 

Lancashire will give fitness 


tests to their Wbrid Cup pair Pe- 
ter Martin and Neil Fairbroth- 
er before beginning their 
defence of the Cup against the 
Minor Counties at Old Irafford. 

Martin hurt his right shoul- 
der in the 40-over friendly 
against Yorkshire on Sunday, 
while Fairbrotber is two games 
into a comeback from his latest 
hamstring injury. 


Photograph: John Potter 


The New Zealander Chris 
Cairns has been included in 
Nottinghamshire's squad for 
their game against Yorkshire, 
even though it could stir up 
trouble with his national offi- 
cials. The all-rounder pulled out 
of New Zealand's tour of the 
West Indies because of a side 
strain. He is keen to play as a 
specialist batsman. 


Broncos 

coach * 
wields 

the axe 

of the club’s Australian playf* 
for missing a trairungsc^^^ 
week, writes Dave HrfMd 

The centres Kteran M^r 
and Danuy Smith, as well as J* 

fonvard, Shaun Keatmg. were 

given their cards yesterday ^ 
fe r being dropped against 
Workington last Sunday. 

“I have given them two weeks 
notice to allow thera tojort tiie 
lives out,” Currie said. “They afL 
five to go to anv club without a 
transfer fee and there are some 
clubs already interested. 

Currie, a former Australian 
international took his bard line 
with the players after previously 
dropping two others for arriving 

latent a training session. Thty 

have to realise they are here to 
play and that they have certain 
responsibilities.' he said. 

London have made a promis- 

start in the European Super 
League, winning three of their 
firs, five matches, but Cume isf 
earning a reputation as a strict 
disciplinarian by demanding a 
more professional attitude. 

Eric Hughes, sacked as coach 
of tomorrows Wembley finalists. 
St Helens, in January, has a new- 
job as coach of Second Division 
Leigh. Hughes succeeds Ian 
Lucas, who was sacked on Mon- 
day after his side had lost four 
of their first five matches. 

The former Great Britain 
international, who has also 
coached Widnes and Rochdale 
Hornets, has been given a three 
and a half vear contract. 

The former Workington 
coach Kurt Sorensen, who was 
also in the running for the 
Leigh job. is considering an of- 
fer to take over at Barrow. 

The League and the BBC 
have agreed a new ihrce-vear 
deal worth a reputed £3m for live 
coverage of the Challenge Cup. 
starting next season. 

The two Oldham players cit- 
ed for fouls in last week's match 
at Castleford have been sus- 
pended. Scott Ranson for three 
matches and Jason Temu for two. 

TTte Castleford centre Grant 
Anderson, sent off in the same 
game for a high tackle on Ran- 
son. has been suspended for 
three matches and fined £150. 

Meanwhile. Leeds' Kiwi for- , 
ward George Mann has had hisf 
three-game ban - for a late and 
high tackle against Oldham 
two weeks ago - reduced to two 
on appeal. But the Hull winger 
Leigh Deakin has failed in his 
appeal against an eight-match 
ban imposed for punching in the 
game against Keighley Cougars 
on Easter Monday. 

Nathan Pitch i” the Leeds 
loose forward, who dislocated 
a shoulder on his debut last Sun- 
day. is likely to be out for the 
rest of the season. 




This weekend 

Today 

SPEEDWAY: ftewr Ltaagje. BelleVlewvLon- 
ton 1 7.45). 

RACING: Flat meetings In capitals): 
CARLISLE: CJuO £12 (OAPs A uwfcr-5ls £9i; 
T*n*r»IK L>3 (OAF'S * under-lls £3> 12.101. 
SANDOWN rCHJi CM) £15. Junior Out 1 16 
- 25vrs> £13: Grandstand & Paddock £12; 
Ps+. £5 1 2.0l. Ludlow- Crab £14 1 wampaned 
unaor-16i ires.i. Taneesalls £9: Course £5 
J5». Taunton. M«mben £11; Paddock 
£3.50; Centre of Come £a 15.30' 

CRICKET: Bsrrson and Hedges Cup. Derbyshto 
Ojrtiam '.Chcsertiadi. ft’jroicliSfwe i Leices- 

bWiR lEdgMeiw; ‘.ViTOs:crsfae v Nottamp. 

lorrshup tWoroKW*'- Bmisfi Unrrtrwoes v Kern 
[The Parts). CSamoTUn ■, Esic (CanStfi. Glouces- 
tershire i Susse* (Breroli: Hamoslvre v Ireland 
iSoutfvmpicni, LancashiiiM- Minor Counan tOfd 
Irafforti. Middle's* v Somere* lUvd'si: Tort- 
r *w v PiN-anyi.ansh‘re [Hojdmgleyl. 
FOOTBALL: EndsWign insurance League Set- 
<Tid dh-iSidn. Bradtcro 0<t\ Brwrtorl 1 7. J5i. 
SNOOKER' EmUOSS. IVono CnanipionUlip ilti 
Mjv 6 ' 1 ». Cnjcbi? theair?. Shenield). 
BOXING i'.SO BJJKarrv.veigM Tuje (Cardilfi 
Robb« Regan ftValesi v tXiniel Jiminez iP 
fiiM. holder). 

MOTOR SPORT: World Su0ttb)l<9 Champ). 
Vfhip (Dor, insert Port, unm tvaicti 

P’lUsh cn.*m 5 ir,n Con fojany. detorij ro*. n- 
tie *jn t.-jrue vxl. *Te>- OlZiZ &’)>MS> 
TENNIS LTA Spnng SatelWe ..Edintiurghj. 

Tomorrow 

FOOTBALL; FA Carling Premiership. Aston 
villa v MartihesrorOt,: Biactitum \ Arwioi: 
BrHt'ir. i Srujiramoii-.r-t: Lr.erpw , Middles- 
brouiji. tjPF; V '.t,esr Hair. Shoifnij Wednes- 
day V Merton: T-swrtvs-ivi^wtsw. WimtHeilXi 
v Ccw-:-ra>. Endslei^i Insurance League First 
Dtvtstan. Gfirr^tr, > Tranmenr. Leicester v Bimv 
irgiiam: biton v Bomsley: MiihvaS , ftv- 
i -. IV arconj. Pcit V afe 1 / i^wticm: Portsirourfi 
» Ips.-.u-,. Peodinjv SnefSeKi utd; Southend 
-. CBdnari. ;uri>;r1and v West Brom; '.Vol.er 
namphir, ... Hiiader,!iet 0 Second Division. 

. waiup. Boumemouin s Diesier- 

field: Bn^itcn .. \ort, Bnstot Citv v Pomemaa; 

CiW-e v O-le-iJ Utd. f.'oit'. County v Swansea- 
Perertwoutfi ■ H W 'i Sr^-.^aur; s Swindon; 
Slo.-Vj'jrt ■ a-iftM Revere VAedum v Ekim- 


ley; Wycomoe v Carlisle. ThW DMahifi. 
Cartrtt v Hereford. DartingtMi v Chesaer; Dorv 
casterv Wigan: E««r v But>; FJham v Qfcnfr 
ham; Hartlepool v Preston: Layton Onem v 
Barnet; Marstod v Cotonestw; Northampton 
v Uncoln: Rochdale v Plymouth; Scarborough 
v Scunthorpe: Torquay v Cambridge Utd. GM 
Vawcban Conference (nine ftauiesi. BeVs 
Scottish League Premier Division. FaKart. 
v H fcerrtan: Hearts v KlmamocK: Partick v 
Celoc: Rarih v Motherwell. 

RACING: LEICESTER: Chib £12; Tattersate 
£ 8 : Silver Ring LA. (accompanied under- 
l)3s freel- Free racecards i2.0i. RIPON: 
Club £12: TanersaJIs £S: Silver Ring LA; 
Course £2 (accompanied under- 16s free 
all enclosures i (2.05). SANDOWN ICHA) 
lMl<ed): Club £25. Junior Club (16 -25yrs) 
£16: Grandstand & Paddoo* £15: Pari* £7 
(2.15). WOLVERHAMPTON (AW): Cub 
£15: Taaereaifs £6 (OAP members Of Di- 
amond Club £4i; Viewing Restaurant 
£25.90 including entrance and meal 
17. Oi. Market Rasen: Out £12: TaHer- 
sails £8 (iDAPs ivho are members of 
course's Jubilee Club £4i: Silver Ring £5 
(JuMee Oub OAPs £2.501 (2 JOi. Worces- 
ter: Members £12.50; TattersaJte £9.5>3: 
Course £5 (OAPs £ 2.50 ) (5.45). 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Silk Cut Challenge Cup n- 
nal [Wimoleyj Bradfnio SJfc v St Hetens [2-30). 
RUGBY UNION; Courage League iM match- 
es'. Hemehen League (12 maiches). 

IN-LINE SKATING: 1996 British In-line Stat- 
ing CnampKinsmps (WaheDekf). Bntam's top 
skaters will all be present tor this breatnt*- 
mg liVabiLton of stums and mrts. 

GOLF: Greaier Greensboro Open (to Apr 23. 
PortJand and Rcval Troom. Scottish Women’s 
Suovepiay O-iampionsmp. 

WfftDSURFHWl- "tenonal R3cnP.Ctiamp«ircJip 
i Poo Evnon. South Wales'. The second round 
of these BWA championships run (or the neu 
two days. iTec 01705 4681821. 

CYCLING: Land’s Classic (North Humberadei. 
SPEEDWAY: Worid tinder-21 Champtanstnp 
Bnush final (Swindon). Premier L eaftie. Brad- 
taro v M«diestnouEJi; Easttoume v Sheffield. 

Sunday 

FOOTBALL: fa Carting Premiership: Man- 
chester utd v Norangian Forest (J.Oi. End- 
sleigh League Hrst DMsloK Derby v Ciyssi 
Palace (3.0i. Beirs Scottish League: 
Rangers v Aberdeen (3.0i. Women's FA Cup 
Final (Miliwal): Croydon v Liverpool (3.0). 


London International Relegation League 
Cup Final iMotspur Pert. New MfiMen). It The 
high pressure cLmax of me professional sea- 
son is becoming wo much this fixture offers 
BreanddOK fnerxJy button, ftereef, contested. 
Inter The Valley challenge Red Star Brochwil 
in the blue riband sporting event, uve Man- 
chester Utd. Red Star are also chasmg dte 
double ... any similarity ends there. The fi- 
nal starts ai 2 pm bui the enure league plav 
a fiw-a-sule tournament from Sam onwards 
CRICKET: Benson and Hedges Cup. Essex 
v Middlesex (Chelmsford): S-urney i Hampshire 
line Foster's Ovefl; Bntrsh Unrwryoes v Glam- 
cr^m iFenner's); Kent v Somereot iMaMMnnei: 
(Lancashire v Durham ;0W Irafford i; Lewi- 
tershire v Derbyshire (Lecesteri; Minor Coun- 
ms v Warvnctenire tiesmtx'dl: Nowt^amshre 
v 5cofland (Trent BnO*ev, Susses v Ireland 
(Hovel; Woroestershre v Yoriahre fWoroesren. 
PETANQUE: The Cassrra Open Pars Champ*- 
onshro (inieriefih Park. Edinburgh)- This ancient 
French sport no: to) rfssimilar v> common Oc.-riS 
(Tel: 01506 656633 br further details). 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL: Wood League iMur 
rayfeKn: Scottish Ctaymores * AmsMTOam. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7 JO unless stated ): Monday: 
FA CartiRg Premiership: Leeds v Newcastle 
18.0). Tuesday: Endsfctgh I n s u rance league 
First Division. Barnsley ■; West Brom 1 7.45C 
Chariton v Tranmere 1 7.45): Luton v Port vjre 
i7.45): Oldham v Stot-e 17.45); Readmg v 
Wolverhampton (7.45!. Second DMston. 
Bradford V Swindon 17.45): Crewe v Peset- 
btyough; Walsall v Bumley r7.45i; von- v 
Chest erfiek). Third Division HereloTO v 
Hartlepool. Wednesday: FA CarHng Pre- 
miership- Arsenal v uverpow. EmtoMgh In- 
Eurance League First DhWon. Ipswich v 
Huddersfield. Thursday; FA Caring Pro- 
mlflfsMp. Leeds v Tottenham (7.45): Not- 
Ongnam Finest v Newcastle ;7.45i. 
EQUESTRIANISM; Thursday: Badminton. 
Horse trais ito Ma)- 5;. 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Friday: Stones Super 
League (two matches). 

CYCLING: Thursday: Tttvrases GPTcur o* Lan- 
cashire (to May 51. 

RACING (Flat meetings in capitals): Mon: 
day: KEMPTON: Oub & I attend is £10 (lb 
io 25-year £8: Stfret ftng £5. i2 JOl. 
PONTEFRACT Oub £12. Paddock IS: Silver 
Rug £3.50. IZ4CH. SOUTHWELL iAW): ChA 
£ 12 : TatKTWJB £6 (OAP members ot 


At only 




Tvpicil Examples: 


LENDER 


PICK OF THE DAY 

SUNDAY/Cricket 

The Alliance & Leicester Giro 

Village Cricket Championship 

It is every cricketer's dream to play 
on the haJJowed turf of Lord’s Crick- 
et Ground. The vast majority only 
have the opportunity io watcli live 
action on the television while a few 
manage to visit in person. Winners 
of The AHiance & Lecester G»ro Vil- 
lage Cncket Championship are giv- 
en the opportunity to change 
dreams into reality. 

Teams from Scotland. Wales and 
England will all start their respec- 
tive journeys this Sunday when the 
first round of the Championship ts 
played. Prospective teams will 
have to negotiate the small mat- 
ter of 650 other village teams to 
reach the zenith of Lord's. 

The healthy state of the tourna- 
ment organised by the Cricketer 
and currently in its 25th anniver- 
sary year, reflects the enthusias- 
tic vigour of the grass roots game 
that began almost 400 years ago 
in the vales of the weald. 
Beginning in 1970 when Ben 
Brocklehurst went with EW Swan- 
ton, then the editor of the Crick- 
eter, to Lord's, to meet Aidan 

cciutm’s Diamond Club £4. axwnwracd un- 
tter-lGs (reel. 12.30). Tuesday: BATH: dub 
£12; TartettJifc IS- Sikrer F)mg U: Course 
£ 1 . (2.0V. NOTTINGHAM-. Cub £1? iJurwrs, 
16-21 years. £Bj: TaturaliT £ 8 . Silver Ring 
S, PadCocv £ 4 . £. 151 . ASCOT iGBCi. Mem- 
bers riT* Junior blcmsm 16-25 yearn. Ivrtf 


Crawley. Chairman of the National 
Cncket Association. At the end 
of the meeting, Mr Crawley re- 
vealed how he had often thought 
of two villages playing at the 
"home of cncket". 

A list of all villages with a popula- 
tion of under 2.500 was compiled. 
Letters were then sent out to all 
the pubs and garages of these vil- 
lages. More than 1.000 village 
dubs responded.. 

A stnet set of competition rules, 
especially concerning eligible play- 
ers. was agreed upon and a draw 
was devised so that travelling 
was kept to a minimum. In the first 
year, 1972, The dubs did not know 
the North v South final would be 
held at Lord's in front of two par- 
tisan groups of family and friends 
... a dream come true for any 
cncketer at any level. 

Competitors enjoy such treats as 
a banquet the evening before the 
final, a night in the Regent's Park 
Hilton overlooking the ground, 
stewards in the dressing-rooms, the 
players' names announce over the 
public address, the trophy pre- 
sented by the president of MCC. 

How to got there; Trhrpnow; 01892 
7J025W 40607 lor ftjrtbrr onUt- ct n ceirarg 
Bcawniara ftflurcs. You can wep unto daw 
■«tri najnd Bi round resues Byeofli rig Trio Ola- 
?rcf Hot Line: uesu 684518 


once). Grarustdnd & Pjd*ic« £3. SiIms Riof 
£5. tf.30* Huntingdon. MctnMft £12. Po* 
dor* £8. Ccmnc £4 . 15 45i. Wodnesday: AS- 
COT (B3 Cj ssTiyrd*.(22(0i.CI*irtti#nhara: 
Club 4 falter**, comnneo £12 uumcm. 16 
24 vr-ar>, £3): raster’s EncJrKuro £5 l5.20i 
Ewtar r rond^jnd & P-Mdoc* £*!*. Sihiw Rmf, 


£4.50 (AxomHtied under- 16s bee). (2.201. 
Kotow. Oub £12on smunJ^s £10 wmi^«1bvs: 
TanersaHs £7 (OAPs £4. accoropaned unoer- 
15s freel. 15.451. Phumitoii: Member £12; 
TanersaHs £ 8 ; Course £4. (2.10). Thursday: 
HAMILTON: Club £12; Gtatdsand and Pad- 
dor* £7 (£4 far OAPs, dsaMed & students. 
£10 torcoupteM: accompanied under- 16s boo 
all enefasures. I2.10i. SALISBURY: Memoers 
£12.50; Tartawlls £8: Course Endosure £4 
(accompanied under- 16 s free an enclosures) 
•2.01. WOLVERHAMPTON (AWJ: CtUD £15: 
Tanetsatrs £6 iOAP mumbers o( Oamorfa Oub 
£4 1; Viewing RoSourarrt £25.90 fadudfaf. en 
trance and rural. 1 2.201 Friday: HAMILTON: 
as Thursday. (2 15). NEWMARKET (CH4i: Oub 
£14 (16 (a 25-yciv-uWs £81; Grjnttaanri & 
PaddcKL £10 ilG to 25-vear-dih £Sl: Shw 
Ring £3. (2 ill. Bangor Padrtf** £8: Course 
£4 (under 16s Iree all enclosurpr.i (5.45). 
Newton Abbot. Tannrdls CA SO: Course £4. 
Accomoarewunfler-163lnr.s2.il 50). SmJgL- 
M± Fbddoi* £8 (OAPS £4); Crtirsu £2. 16.01 

Next weekend 

FOOTBAUj Saturday: EndsHrigh tanuranoe 
League Second Division. Breruord v 
BoimemouiTc Bmlrt Rowers v Wwmroo. Bum- 
uyv Shrewsbury; C.-yfrJc v flnwt City. C iw- 
field v Mr/w County Hull v Qradtaro. 0*lo*d 
Did « Retcrooroufjv Rams mam v wre>n.wi. 
Swnrisea v Crimp; Stnndon v Stnr>pnn. Wat- 
son v BnQ-itnn; ’iort v tajr*oooi. Third Divi- 
sion. Ramol J Fuinam; Burv v Cjrdifl, 
CjnbndfT> Lira v Leyron Ornys: O’-iSi'.-r i Wua 
isd; Cdeheflerv Doncder; OAn.ifum * Stjr 
Hnjutfi. Herrriwd v RiKhdak; Untolri -. 
Torquav: Hyrnouth v Hartlepool. Pniton < E»- 
Pier: Scunihorpc v Doriinidon. '.Vif,vi (, 
Northampton. BelFs Scottish League. Pre- 
mier DMslon. Abs-nienn v Falkrt. r.taiic -, 
R.-jith. Hibernian v Paruch; hilm.imaci v- 
Ranjjcr^ MoTOrrwrtl v Hearts. 

Sundoy: FA Caring Pr e mlw s lil ii (aB at 4 JO). 
Arwral v EWrorc Chcbea v BfaCKtvjm. Ccrven- 
trt vLwdr-: Everion v A-iinn 'Jiu. ManohcsTcr 
&l> » LMifiMM. MiJdk-Mrough v Monchcsi'.v 
DM. ri.-wcostle vToncrhjm; NotUnjTWm Tor 
CTt V Ouecn's Pari) Ranpcrs: SouitHWipron V 
Wmbtedon; West H jm v Sheffield Vlednesday 
RACflW: Saturday: NEWMARKET (CH4): Che 
£25116 to 25-venr-oU , < 110). Gnnds'and & 
Pndrtocfi £12 H6to 25 t*ar ojds £51: Sever 
RinC Lb. ( 2 . 01 . TMIRSIL Oub £12: TatierjUs 
IS (OAP; £4»: Fjnvfy Ertdosure C3 (OAPo 
rj.SOi Accompanied under- 10; dee. '2. 20). 
Haydoch (BBC): County Sfinl £15; I.Vter-.iffs 
£P; Ncwtun SLind £4 (OAPfi (fllf -price in Tat- 


A LOAN OF £4.000 


A LOAN OF £7.000 


its easy to see wlmt our lowest 
rare ever' could do for you. 

HAMILTON 


Him t Hank 

' .. i ■ • / > .. .. .1 - r 

r I,.)-.? ;l.t i-j ( .a 



[Scffdandplc. 

fRaio are cnrrcict 


Total 

j mount 
payable 


APRt 

•1H 

ntnnihly 

lepjvmetm 

ToliI 

amount 

payable 

£M 13.92 

! 



£188.07 

£9.027.36 

£5,668.80 

£25488 

19.9% 

£206.68 

' £9,920.64 

£5.583.8-i 

£169.92 

\%9Yo 

£199.31 

£0.326.88 

£5.568.00 j 

£154.08 

iZbSa 

£199.32 

! £‘>.567.36 


lersafis and Nawun Standi. '2.0i. Hereford: 
Club £.12: TatUfsAlfi £9: «n jrv? unowure £5. 
(2201. Hexham: Oub £9. Paddoo £5 (OAPs 
£4i. 16.01 UtUMotor Oub £15 iO*Ps 112,: 
TanersaHs £10 lOAPsircCouroc £3. 0 .JOt. 
Warwick. Oub £12 116 to 24 sear -oWs £5,: 
Tattenaifc £ 8 .- Course £5. )5.45i. Sunday: 
NEWMARKET (CH4I- Oub £23 i 16 to 25 rear- 
olds £10): Grandstand & Paod«* £12 ' 16 to 
25-yrar-oWs £5). Silver fling £5. i5.0\ SAL- 
ISBURY: V, ThuisiJay. '2.15). 

RUGBY UNION: Saturday: Pfflilngton Cup 
final iTanckenrumi. La er . Sam. Swalec 
Cup Final i Cardiff). Nitato v PonuiDda 
RUGBY LEAGUE.' Stones Super League 
Wartanrion v Ha.iiat >6 0 ,. 

TENNIS: Sareday: Daws Cup. Euro AMun xry- 
prj* 4 > (ws (Qa-.id Lfarf Conrei. GB \ 
itJinwaTtei iT*SpnngSairt,Te i^uocnj...»>!i. 
CRICKET Saturday. Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 'esshi marsn«' OiVC 
Unn -. Kmrs (Ttv; Parts,; Carr-brdg-e- tinr, ■. V..v- 
vacktftire :Fr>mi.r,i Sunday. Ibunst f.tat;h 
o? Nnrfart *1 1 L-Ji .1 iOr^? cas, VA 
Ertuir, r . La* Lean*'. Ifiiri v Lv-srafare (Can. 
rertuio): DerovTitm? v leicMierori.re iDert.- 
ftirtram v rwm, 3 )r«>i.>rrJwo lO-reKC-r-iO-S’jn^i] 
GfjmoTan v T-rKriir*; (Coraitj; f.'rd i.rz/, \ 
Clnnowncmue ) lord's): (Wm^rwirt . 
Sw'-to- 'Trent Bnugr-,. Surr-.r^: v 
a.-faW oni: V.iwKSiersbire , Eiv. iWorossii-i). 
MOTOR RACING: Saturday: Bm-.r. Ponruu Trwy. 
Cn.wifBorc.ripp iDnnjn^on' iyrp Trader RAO 
Bn":n tounrg Or CrJrT^w-^r;. iThn^nijr.i 
BOXING. Saturday WBO In’er-Contirscntil 

I'rtn -MvMqsspm Title ('jca-sbroo^, Leisure 

Ceren;. Da l¥ wumi Adnor. OMson 'isnnreon - 
Moor.' v Jaw.-r Casblleto (Snami 
BASKETBALL: Saturday. Buflnesdr Cnarep. 
on'.nipf. (WemW> Areru to v® 5 i. Tr* n.?r.. 
'ttf 1 * o' trie BiUHIDM OSIWWSn' stars here: e .,7 [ 
seam-, piay 3 ol ttro- scr« -n 1 nr- 

firia 1 -. Can IT«.- at Conorenn- Iryiflon Toners ttf. 
N.-atnn’' Tci-ec £ 6 - £35 rtei- 0T91-S00 123ii. 

Plan ahead 

Tho Lvorid No 1 tennis player. Pete Sam- 
pras. heads the early entries I,sl for this 
year’s Stella Artois Grass Court Cham- 
W'rshps. 10 t>e hew at the Oueen's Club 
London Imm jfl to IS June. 

These championships are usually used 
as a warm-up lor the foUowme Grand 

sum toumanientat Wimbledon. While 


the Stella Artois Championships offers 
players valuable grass -court experience, 
it also gives spectators the opportuni- 
ty to ivatch the world’s top players in 
lirst-rate competnjen without a lot of the 
hassle that accompanies a visit to Wimi- 
WedorLThe measure of mis tournament 
is illustrated try the quairty of past win- 
ners and the standard of (he competi- 
tors who flock to ijueen's i^lub. 
fins year Pere Sampras isjcxned by a strong 
field of enrnes including six former Stel- 
la Arms Champions and. entered for me 
m ^ CfMl W^aiist and worid 

No 2. 7nom» Muster. The previous title 
holders include Boas Becker, Wayne Fer- 
teira and Stefan Edherg. Completing ear- 
ly entries for me £466.666 chansons 
pits are Goran Ivanisevic and me British 
mo of Greg Rusedski. Tim Henman and 
Jeremy Bates. 

The public appeal of the Stella Artois 
Championship remains high wnh only 
a few seats remaining for the 5.900 ca- 
pacitycentrecoun. Ticket pnees range 
from £9- £43 for the finals on Sunday. 
Because of increasing demand, the ca- 
pacity of the third show court has been 
expanded to appro ornately 650 seats 
amounting to almost 1.700 unre 
seived seats on outside courts for h,-v 
ere of ground admission rickets r - 
The sreria Anas RMhc/iec* n 

>* 3r tnt ujf«, VeSor 

425(1.000 nai caw out in ramchea, cIiUim 

Champ VTftWL Crwrr Card Hr., a, re?: 0171 . 
41 1 1414 or call 01 71.J8 5 3421 for ^n. 
era) infonTtaDon. * 0 ^ 

EJctails of forthaitniaa events with 
tnloanauon on ticket^ and venues 

f*? 1 lo: The Sports 
Dwk. The Independent, 1 Cuna- 

El? 1 ™ ' L™>™ 

E14 5DL. Fax: 0171 293 2894. 

Compiled by Alister Morgan 
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'lou can take out an unsecured 
Personal Loan for any reasont with 
H^n.kon Oirecc Bank, a division of 
HFC Bank pic and take advantage of 
our accracrive fixed races: 

13.8% APR 
1 6.9% APR 


10 APPLY call o V . 

0800 30 3000 


Quoting tch 9 IQP/non 


# *r n 

Mi.-. 







T Gl - e .^.:- 

r^CF:-, 

/ ■ • . 

Sccoritf £>_. . 




■J 


J 


/ 

> 


